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b Preface  a

A primary feature of the modern world is the great extent and rapid speed of 
communication. It is the nature of living beings to share their experiences and 
knowledge with others— communication is the very essence of relationships.  However, 
the plight of the jévätmä (individual spirit soul) immersed in the material world is such 
that most communication is focused on mundane temporary relationships and 
temporary sense objects, and therefore contributes to an overall sense of impermanence, 
not just of the world but also of the self. As the actual nature of the jévätmä is that of an 
eternally existing entity, he or she can never find happiness in this paradoxical 
situation. However, the ancient Indian scriptures and the guardians of those sacred 
literatures in the form of authentic sampradäyas (lineages of spiritual preceptors) 
communicate to us a more positive and complete view of Reality— an environment 
where the focus is on the eternal relationships between the Supreme Transcendental 
Divine Couple, Çré Çré Rädhä-Krishna, and Their devotees, in a variety of mellows of 
divine love.  We are also informed that access to this divine realm is by the sincere 
cultivation of a relationship with a representative and intimate associate of these 
Transcendental Personalities— a çuddha-bhakta, a guru established in pure eternal 
transcendental devotion and knowledge. By hearing from such a person, by exchanging 
thoughts and loving sentiments with such a person, the heart becomes saturated with 
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divine love, and realisation of one's actual nature as the eternal servant of God is 
revealed.  

The present book, consisting of the letters, transcendental communications, between 
His Divine Grace Çréla Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha Goswämé Mahäräj and his dear disciples 
and followers, is an example of the importance of association with a self-realised person 
for those with the desire to understand Ultimate Truth and their actual self.  Not only 
that, it is an example of the most affectionate and compassionate nature of the bona-fide 
spiritual guru for his disciples and, likewise, the affection of the sincere disciples for 
their guru.  Without a doubt, one of Çréla Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha Goswämé  Mahäräj's 
foremost qualities is his affectionate nature and humble attitude. He is a most 
munificent and self-realised soul, and the exchanges over the years via mail collated in 
this book demonstrate this clearly.  In fact it can be said that his signing of 
“Affectionately yours” at the end of his letters reveals everything about his endearing 
personality and demeanor.

We thank the devotees who contributed their letters to this presentation. Respecting 
the confidentiality we tried to carefully eliminate the personal information, if any, and 
also limited the devotees' elaborate letters to His Divine Grace to few words or 
sentences, just to retain the questions. We humbly request forgiveness for any errors or 
omissions we may have made in this endeavour to present the timeless message of His 
Divine Grace to the contemporary reader.

The present book, being a more extensive collection of letters sent till date, retains the 
same title as it was published few years ago in the form of a magazine. Some of these 
letters were personally written by His Divine Grace, some sent via email with the help of 
His personal assistants while some were drafted by them under His guidance 

It is our hope that all spiritual practitioners, whether aspiring, novice or advanced will 
relish the contents of this book.  We pray to His Divine Grace for his mercy and blessings 
upon all sincere sädhakas pursuing the path of devotion. May Çré Çré Rädhä-Kåishna be 
pleased with this attempt to serve the lotus feet of Their pure devotee.

With humility,
The Publishers 

We extend our heart-felt thanks to all those who have contributed to this project 
through their valuable suggestions, time and effort.
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PART  I 

Fundamentals of Devotion 
 

 
 

If there is a mistake in determining the self, there will also be a mistake in the 
determination of the actual necessity of the self. If necessity (goal of life) is wrongly 
determined, the means to achieve it will also be wrong. So, all efforts will be futile. It 

is very essential to have clear and correct knowledge of self. 
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Root cause of sufferings 
 

All glory to Çré Guru & Gauräìga 

Dear Çré ______, 

Received your letter dated          sent by e-mail and noted the contents. 
 
May All Merciful Çré Guru, Gauräìga Rädhä Krishna bless you. 
 
The very fact that we are in bondage and are suffering threefold afflictions proves 
that we are averse to God (Çré Krishna). The root cause of our affliction is 
forgetfulness of our eternal relationship with Çré Krishna. Those jévas, who have 
done eternal good deeds, who are fortunate, come in contact with real sädhus 
(çuddha bhaktas) and come to know about their real self; that they are eternal 
servants of Çré Krishna and as they have forgotten their eternal relationship with Çré 
Krishna, they are entangled in the snare of Mäya. Now if they take absolute shelter 
at the Lotus Feet of Çré Krishna, they will be rescued. Jévas are atomic spiritual sparks 
- they have the qualities of thinking, feeling and willing. Misuse of their relative 
independence (volition) is the cause of their averseness to Çré Krishna. 
 
Çré Krishna does not want to destroy the relative independence of jévas, because by 
that, the very purpose and existence of jévas will be destroyed. So Çré Krishna and 
His devotees always try to advise jévas and make them understand so that they will 
submit to Him willingly. 
 
We do not know when we have become averse to God - to our Supreme Master, Çré 
Krishna. We do not find any date here. We have forgotten our relationship with Çré 
Krishna from time immemorial. When we became averse to Çré Krishna by misuse of 
our relative independence, the illusory energy (external material energy) of Çré 
Krishna enveloped us and since then we have been passing through innumerable 
cycles of births and deaths. 
 
We reap the fruits of our own good and bad deeds. We should not blame others for 
the afflictions we get due to our own karma. Others may be instrumental, but not the 
cause. The result of karma (prärabdha karma) which has started should be suffered or 
enjoyed — whether he is an ascetic or a householder. 
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Only çuddha-bhakti or çuddha näm can destroy the fruits of even prärabdha-karma. 
 
My love to you all.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Accept the path willingly 
 
The Supreme Lord never interferes with the relative independence of the 
conditioned souls. If their relative independence is stopped forcibly, the individual 
soul which is aëu- sacchidänanda will be destroyed. If consciousness is destroyed, 
both the Supreme Lord, Who is All-existence, All-knowledge and All-bliss, as well as 
the jéva, a minute particle of consciousness originating from the marginal potency, 
will not be benefited. Hence the Supreme Lord does not interfere in the relative 
independence of conditioned souls, but as the indwelling monitor, existing within 
their hearts, He bestows upon them the discriminating power of understanding what 
is good and bad, eternal and non-eternal. Sometimes He Himself appears to help the 
jévas to make good use of their relative independence and take absolute shelter of 
Him, and He also inspires the conditioned souls through His personal associates. The 
individual soul should submit to God willingly. If the Supreme Lord does not want to 
do anything forcibly to change the minds of the conditioned souls, how can 
conditioned souls, like us, use force to change individual minds? Sädhus (pure 
devotees) always help all conditioned souls to accept the right path willingly, by dint 
of their ideal lives and affectionate behaviour. 
 
Enslaved jévas, who are averse to Çré Krishna and want to enjoy the material world, 
are enveloped by the material energy consisting of three primal qualities - sattva, 
rajaù and tamaù - which are designated as Mahamäya. The non-eternal bodies of 
living beings are created by rajo guëa, they are sustained for some time by sattva guëa 
and they are destroyed by tamo guëa. To fulfill the desires of the unfortunate jévas, 
the Supreme Lord has created 84 lacs (8,400,000) of species. The Lord is satisfied by 
creating the human species because they are capable of accepting the Eternal Truth 
and giving up non- eternal things, i.e. they are capable of worshipping God. The 
human birth is not meant for eating, sleeping, defending, and mating like beasts and 
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birds. It is only meant for worship of the Supreme Lord. 
 

såñövä puräëi vividhäny ajayätma-çaktyä 
 våkñän sarésåpa-paçün khaga-dandaçükän 
 tais tair atuñöa-hådayaù puruñaà vidhäya 

 brahmävaloka-dhiñaëaà mudam äpa devaù 
 (Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.9.28) 

 
'The Supreme Lord did not get contentment after creating the variety of living 
beings — trees, reptiles, beasts, birds and ferocious animals etc.— by His own Mäya 
çakti. So lastly, He created the human species and was satisfied, because human 
beings have the proper eligibility to worship Krishna.' 
 
So, God's desire is that human beings should worship Him. Consider the following 
example: One person had enough money, was a well-to-do person and had all 
comforts, but he had difficulties with his wife. His wife was disobedient and 
obstinate. There always was disturbance and want of peace in the family. He had one 
friend who was very expert in mesmerism. He expressed his heart to him and prayed 
to him whether he could make his wife obedient to him. That mesmeriser gave him 
one magic stick. By that stick he could regulate his wife. Whatever he would order 
her to do, she would be forced to do. He was very happy on hearing this. He came 
back to the house with that stick and ordered his wife, 'sit down', 'stand up', 'come 
here'. In this way whatever he was ordering his wife, she was doing. But after doing 
this for some time he lost interest in it, because it became like a puppet show of dolls, 
without life. He wanted his wife to obey him willingly and by her own independence. 
If necessary she could object, and could say anything against him also. If she moved 
like a lifeless doll, the husband would not get any satisfaction. Similarly, if the Lord 
forcibly makes sentient beings do something, their consciousness will be destroyed, it 
will become matter. The Supreme Lord is not a fool, He is Omniscient. He cannot do 
such nonsense which is not beneficial to the sentient beings. The wife, retaining her 
relative independence, should willingly perform action for the satisfaction of the 
husband. As it is stated before, by making her a lifeless doll the husband will not be 
benefited. 
 
My love to you all. May the All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Çré Krishna bless 
you.  
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Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Are karma and free choice incompatible? Do we really have 
free choice, as all that happens in samasära is the cause and effect of karma? Or is it 
not? 
 
Power of discrimination 
 
God has bestowed conscience, discriminating power between good and bad, eternal 
and non-eternal, to human beings so they can accept that which is eternal and good 
and give up that which is non-eternal and bad. Human beings, because of their 
power of discrimination, are superior to all other species of living beings. 
 
As human beings have this discriminating power between good and bad, right and 
wrong, if they do wrong and perform bad actions, they are liable to be punished, as 
stated in the Gétä—'karmaëy evädhikäras te mä phaleñu kadäcana' 'We have got the 
right to do karma, actions, but the fruits of actions are controlled by Me (Supreme 
Lord Çré Krishna).' Beasts, birds etc. have no such discriminating power and the 
understanding, they are not punished like human beings. They have their 
development gradually. There are exceptional cases in regard to this as stated in the 
scripture. 'A pigeon, being shot by a hunter with an arrow, fell down on the ground 
from a tree, circumambulated Viñëu's temple while fidgeting and died. The pigeon 
did not know that God is satisfied if any living being circumambulates His temple 
and that such a being will get the approved fruit. But due to this eternal good deed, 
the pigeon took his next birth in a human body, in a brähmin family. By crossing 
over numerous, intermediate, other births, he got the association of a bona fide 
devotee and attained the Lotus Feet of the Supreme Lord. 
 
Holy names 
 
As stated above, although human beings are liable to be punished, they can be 
released from the sins of millions of births just by nämäbhäs— glow of the Holy 
Name of Çré Hari. Even they can get emancipation.   An example is Ajämila, as 
narrated in Çrémad Bhägavatam, 6th Canto. It is stated in the Padma Puräëa that 
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while doing Harinäm, the votary should be careful not to commit offence to Viñëu 
and vaiñëavas. Offence to vaiñëavas is more serious than offence committed to 
Viñëu. Ajämila did not speak ill of God or devotees, but had the aptitude for sense 
enjoyment. His youngest son's name was Näräyaë. He had great affection for the son 
and was fully engrossed in thinking about his son. All of a sudden, three messengers 
of the God of death appeared. By seeing these horrifying figures, out of fear, he 
loudly called out for his son 'Näräyaë!' From the little son, it ultimately targeted 
Viñëu -- Näräyaë, so it is called 'sänketya nämäbhäs'. By this he was rescued from all 
sins committed in his millions of births and he even got emancipation, mukti. 
Uttering of the Holy Name is more powerful than performing silently on the beads. 
If the Holy Name is uttered loudly, beasts and birds will also be benefited by hearing. 
 
It is stated above that offenders committing offence to vaiñëavas and guru are not 
rescued by uttering the Holy Name, but again in this very Kaliyuga, the Supreme 
Lord appeared as Gaura-Nityänanda. Even if the offenders, who committed offence 
to vaiñëavas and guru, utter the Holy Name Nitai-Gauräìga, with firm faith that 
Sréman Nityananda Prabhu and Gauräìga Mahäprabhu are Grace-incarnate Forms 
of the Supreme Lord, they will be rescued from the offences. Our Most Revered 
Gurudev used to warn that the votary should be simple hearted and sincere. It is not 
that out of deceitfulness they go on reproaching the sädhus and gurus thinking that 
they will utter Nitai-Gauräìga at the end of the day and they will be rescued. This is 
also a kind of offence, like one of the tenfold offences to Holy Name - 'näma bale päp 
budhi' - to commit sins thinking that chanting of the Holy Name will destroy all sins. 
 
My love to you all. May All-Merciful Çré Guru and Çré Gauräìga bless you. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Mundane vs eternal welfare 
 
It will not be wise to devote our valuable time and energy of this precious human 
birth for mundane affairs and mundane temporary benefits. This brahmäëòa is the 
prison house of the culprits who are averse to the service of the Supreme Eternal 
Master, Çré Krishna. Culprits cannot expect to get peace in this prison house. 
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Blessed are those who have the association of a bona fide çuddha-bhakta and who 
remember Çré Krishna always. Incessant remembrance of Çré Krishna will eradicate 
all evils. If we want eternal benefit we should submit to Çré Krishna unconditionally 
and serve Him. Çaraëägati is the best solution to all problems. 
 
Mundane benefits are not actual benefits, as whatever we do in this world is 
impermanent. Relations in this world are most temporary. Efforts in this world will 
not produce lasting results. But what can we do, as we are entangled in these 
temporary mundane affairs? To make the best of a bad bargain, primary attention 
should be given for eternal benefit. Interests of the apparent selves should be 
subservient to the interest of the real self; otherwise, ultimately we may feel 
frustration. 
 
There is no cause for rejoicing and moroseness in any happening of the temporary 
world. Everything is impermanent here. Our eternal place of stay is in the 
Transcendental Region - Goloka Vrindävana. All our efforts to establish ourselves in 
this impermanent world will be finished, the moment this body perishes. 
 
My love to you all. May the All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Çré Krishna bless 
you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Only real thing 
 
Whatever you have written in your letter is applicable to all conditioned souls. We 
are the eternal servants of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, but when we forget Him, 
the illusory energy of Çré Krishna envelops us and we are put into this miserable 
plight. We wrongly think we are physical bodies and physical relations are the real 
relations. All these mundane relations may vanish any moment. Remembrance of Çré 
Krishna and service of Çré Krishna is the only real thing and nothing is real in this 
world. Under all circumstances we should always worship Çré Krishna. 
 
There is no difficulty in the worship of Çré Krishna, as He is the nearest and dearest. 
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He is residing within our hearts. He is seeing everything. If we sincerely desire to 
serve Him, He will surely help us. He does not see mundane merits. He sees the 
sincerity of our hearts whether we actually want Him or not. One who sincerely 
wants Him, will surely get Him. You submit all your prayers to Him sincerely. He will 
fulfil your desires. 
 
My love to you all. May the All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Çré Krishna bless 
you.  
 

Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - The basis of Vaishnavism is the conception about soul, 
body, material consciousness and false ego. To gain success in my spiritual life, I should 
completely reject all that I consider “me” and “myself” now. It takes time and sincere 
practice to understand that I am not this body. But it is very difficult for me to accept 
that we should perform sädhana to finish our false self to get the real self, because I don't 
consider “myself” as something false. It is completely impossible to live in this world with 
this idea of “self- destruction”. Whom do you want to see in me? Which person should I 
become? You told me to perform bhajan. I do it - partially as a duty, partially as a habit. 
But without fundamental realisation and faith, I cannot do it sincerely. 
 
What is bhakti? 
 
Received your letter sent by e-mail and noted the contents. 
 
At present I am somehow pulling on. Comparatively, I may say, I am a bit better. I 
am advised not to undertake any journey outside India this year, to speak less and to 
take complete rest. What is the use of going for preaching if I cannot serve the 
devotees there? The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna willing, I have the desire to go to 
some place in Europe or Russia next year. My present health condition does not 
permit me to take the risk of an extensive tour programme. If there be any 
programme in Russia, I shall remain in one place and devotees are to come to that 
place to meet me. At the most I may go to Minsk (Belarus) from Moscow. 
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The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and His Absolute Counterpart, bona fide çuddha 
bhakta, are impartial to all. The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna has emphatically said in 
the Gétä (6.40) - 'A sincere soul will never be deceived or distressed.' 
 
Çréla Rüpä Goswämé in his writing, 'Sré Bhakti-Rasämåta-Sindhu', has given the 
definition of 'bhakti’— 
 

sarvopädhi-vinirmuktaà tat-paratvena nirmalam 
 håñékeëa håñékeça- sevanaà bhaktir ucyate 

 (Närada-païcharätra) 
 
Our  Most  Revered  Gurudev  used  to  explain  this  Sanskrit  verse  elaborately. 
'sarvopädhi-vinirmuktaà’— in this world we get numerous denominations according 
to our actions, viz., doctor, lawyer, businessman, engineer and so on and even egos of 
varëäçrama - brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra, four stages - brahmacharya, 
gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäs, and egos of belonging to any country, province, 
language, sect, political party, group. All these material egos of the world are to be 
effaced from the mind. This whole Brahmäëòa (consisting of 14 worlds) is considered 
unholy - 'avirinchat amaìgalam'. Even if anybody thinks he belongs to this 
brahmäëòa, he becomes unholy, he cannot perform bhakti. Again, by simply giving 
up all unholy egos of this world we are not eligible to do bhakti. tat-paratvena 
nirmalam— we are not of this world, we are of the Supreme Lord, Who is All-Good 
and Transcendental. When we realise this, then we can become pure. According to 
the evidence of the Gétä, subtle and gross bodies are the outcome of the 'aparä 
potency' of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and ätmä (real self) is the outcome of the 
'parä potency'. Potency should remain for the possessor of potency. Actually, the 
Supreme Lord is the owner of my real and apparent selves, gross and subtle. After 
giving up all false apparent egos and accepting the real ego that I am of Krishna, 
whatever I shall do by my sense organs, for the service of Transcendental Reality Çré 
Krishna, is called 'bhakti'. 
 
'Bhaktistu bhagvad bhakta saëgena parijäyate' —Båhad Näradiya Puräëa. 'Bhakti can 
be manifested only by the association of pure devotees.' A pure devotee, çuddha 
bhakta, is identical with sädhu. Any person, who has accumulations of previous 
impressions of eternal good deeds, is eligible to get the association of bona fide 
sädhus. When one, knowingly or unknowingly, serves the Supreme Lord or His pure 
devotees, accumulation of such impressions of eternal good deeds has impact on the 
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real self, which causes awakening of the real self for the search of Eternal Truth. 
 
Prahläd Maharäj, in reply to the question of his father Hiraëyakaçipu, has clearly 
said that no conditioned soul of the world can have devotion to the Supreme Lord by 
his own capacity and by the united efforts of other conditioned souls, until he takes 
bath in the holy dust of the lotus feet of a çuddha bhakta, pure devotee, i.e., until he 
gets the grace of a pure devotee. 
 
We should give more stress to positive devotional practice instead of negative 
practice. While in the process of trying to negate the material physical body and 
bodily relations, thoughts of the body and bodily relationships come to our mind. But 
in doing positive devotional practice, remembrance of our actual real self and actual 
eternal relationship with Çré Krishna and His devotees, will enter into our mind and 
thinking of non-eternal things of this world will be automatically removed. If you 
can do this remembrance of Krishna and His devotees always, uninterruptedly, you 
will get deliverance from your entanglement with non-eternal relationships. 
 
But  at  the  present  stage  of  enslaved  condition, an  enslaved  jéva  is  incapable  of 
withdrawing his mind from worldly non-eternal things. Hence, association of well- 
established realised souls - sädhus - is absolutely necessary. If you keep company with 
the persons of the world, who have the wrong conception of self and attraction for 
worldly things, it will be impossible for you to release yourself from the grip of false 
self and false non-eternal relationships. 
 
Root cause of sin - käma 
 
You can get a clear idea of it by  carefully  going  through  the writings  of  Çréla 
Bhaktivinode Öhäkur in his exposition of the three verses of the Gétä, 3rd  chapter, 
verses 36, 37 and 39:  “Arjuna asked, 'O! Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, why is a jéva 
(conditioned soul) forced to commit sin even against his desire to do it? You have 
stated that a spirit soul is eternal and pure— completely separate from all material 
qualities and relations. As such a jéva cannot commit sin by nature, but it is seen they 
are always committing sins. Therefore, clearly tell me who is engaging the jéva to 
commit sin.' Bhagavän said, 'O Arjuna! Passion originating from rajo-guëa induces a 
person to commit sin. Käma (passion) is desire for enjoyment. Passion is turned into 
anger by circumstance. Käma is produced by rajo-guëa and when there is obstruction 
in the fulfilment of the desire, by the influence of tamo-guëa, it turns into anger. 
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'Käma' is very violent and can devour everything. 'Käma' is the principal enemy of 
the jéva. This passion causes nescience. Käma certainly is the eternal foe of the jéva. 
This passion, like turbulent fire, envelops the jéva-soul. As I (Bhagavän) am Spiritual 
Substance, jéva is also spiritual entity. The difference is this, I am complete Spiritual 
Substance, possessing all opulences, and jéva is the minutest particle of spiritual 
energy and by My bestowed power, capable of doing action. As such, jéva's eternal 
nature is to serve Me. This is called 'prema' - Divine Love - or service of Krishna 
without gainful motive. Every conscious entity is naturally independent. Spirit soul 
is also independent (self-guided). Therefore, every spirit soul should willingly be My 
eternal servant. Passion or nescience is misuse of relative independence. Those jévas, 
who by misuse of their relative independence, do not accept Me as their Eternal 
Master are degenerated. Käma gradually envelops them and they are reduced to 
almost inert matter. This is called jéva's entanglement with the non-eternal 
relationships of the world and consequently subjection to worldly sufferings'. 
 
Way to acquire divine knowledge 
 
As the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is Transcendental, His instructions are also 
Transcendental. As such the purport of His sayings is only revealed to a completely 
surrendered soul. The significance of His pithy sayings - apophthegms - cannot be 
understood or realised correctly by human efforts through inductive process, i.e., by 
review or discussions. It is very clear in the aforesaid teachings of the Supreme Lord 
Çré Krishna, and explanation of those teachings by Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur, that 
Çré Krishna has emphatically said, He and His own persons, bona fide guru or çuddha 
bhakta, never interfere in the relative independence of the conditioned souls.   The 
Supreme Lord, by His personal appearance or by His representative's appearance as 
guru or sädhu, always tries to persuade the conditioned souls to accept His teachings 
willingly and submit to Him. How can sädhaka bhaktas (performers of sädhana 
bhakti) supersede the process of persuasion of the Supreme Lord and His personal 
associates and forcibly inculcate the teachings in conditioned souls for submission to 
the Supreme Lord? It is not good to elaborate the subject further. 
 
My stay in Calcutta Maöh may be prolonged for one and a half months including 
Janmäñöamé, Rädhäñöamé and other functions. 
 
Hope this will find you all in good health and spirit. My love to you all. May the All- 
Merciful Supreme Lord, Çré Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Rädhä-Krishna bless you. 
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Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





The soul, the material world, and the supreme lord 
 
Question to Çréla Gurudev -  Can you explain how the soul, having a spiritual origin, 
comes in contact with the material energy? 
 
In quality, the soul is a conscious unit and has the propensity for thinking, feeling 
and willing. These are the qualities of consciousness. So God has given this relative 
independence to every spirit soul. You can go either side. If he is forced to go one 
side, then he has become inert. He has got no value. God can do - can forcibly do - 
but then he will be reduced to inert. God will not get any benefit and that sensual 
being will not get any benefit. So He appears and tries to advise him to submit to 
Him by his own will, by doing good with his own will. He is not forcing. He himself 
comes and He sends his own representatives. If He does it forcibly, then it will 
become matter. 
 
Question to Çréla Gurudev - Why does the soul not want to go to the spiritual world or 
know Krishna? Why does he come to the material world? 
 
When the soul is there, by the misuse of their relative independence, they become 
averse to Çré Krishna, they want to enjoy this world. They have the aptitude to enjoy 
the world. Krishna has affection for his own sons. We are all sons of Krishna. So 
Krishna sends us into this material world to realise the fact and to practise, to go 
back home, back to Godhead (to achieve the real purpose of human life.) This is the 
greatest opportunity for the human being. 
 
Question to Çréla Gurudev - Do conditioned souls come from Vaikuëöha? 
 
Not from Vaikuëöha. They come from taöasthä çakti (marginal potency). Now when 
they come here, they desire. So Krishna created infinite brahmäëòas and created 
many species, "You go through it and enjoy if you want to." After enjoying, passing 
through eighty lakhs of births, through aquatics, animals, birds, trees, etc, when he 
gets this precious human birth, Krishna gives him discriminative power between 
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eternal knowledge and non-eternal knowledge, "You think now. Do you want to 
enjoy this world or do you want to come to Me to worship Me?" 
 
''No, I do not want this because there are many miseries. There are many births and 
at the time of birth from mother's womb I had great pain there. And then, I got 
three-fold affliction. I do not want to remain.''  
 
Then he can go to Vaikuëöha.  
 
Question to Çréla Gurudev -  Why does Krishna want jévas to come to Him? Is it that He 
is lacking something? Does He do it to seek rasa-exchange with the jévas? 
 
He gives the opportunity to jévas to get Him, to get His service. Jévas are more 
benefited than Krishna. Because of Krishna, jévas can come to Him and jévas can 
taste the sweetness of Krishna by rendering service. Krishna is All-Existence, always 
nitya kiçore, always young. Krishna is not old and He remains always beautiful. Here 
we will find some people are very beautiful and after some time some disease comes, 
and they become so ugly. Do you not find? But Krishna will not become ugly, always 
beautiful. In all relationships, He is Supreme. You can love Him and you will be 
greatly benefited. Krishna has given us the scope, "You love Me. You have got the 
chance.  I shall accept you as My servant, as My servitor to serve Me.  I am giving you 
the opportunity, the greatest opportunity." But we are not taking that opportunity; 
we are running after this and that. We are getting afflictions. You start worshipping 
Krishna, see whether you are happy or not. Sincerely you try. Take absolute shelter 
of Him. 
 
Question to Çréla Gurudev -  Why does Mahamäya create a desire in us to be averse to 
the Lord, even though she is His servant? 
 
The definition of Bhagavän is as follows: Bhaga means 'opulences', and vän means 
'one who possesses'. The Supreme Lord possesses not only six-fold, but infinite kinds 
of opulences. Amongst those opulences are the internal spiritual potencies, called 
antaraìgä çakti, the external material potency called bahiraìgä çakti, and the 
marginal potency called jéva çakti. These three kinds of energies are relevant for the 
conditioned souls of this world. The internal potency and external potency are 
stated as Yogamäya and Mahamäya respectively. For instance we find that here in 
this world, the mother is affectionate to her child. Out of affection, the mother 
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sometimes adores the child and sometimes slaps the child. Similarly, out of affection, 
the Supreme Lord punishes the conditioned souls for their misdeeds through 
Mahamäya, and adores and advises them through Yogamäya to submit to the Lord 
and worship Him. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I did a spiritual search in many religious faiths. I was not 
satisfied as they lack either spiritual science or devotion or both. When I read Gauòéya 
literature, I liked them and developed inclination towards those teachings. Bless me so 
that I make progress in this path. 
 
Love for Çré Krishna is inherent 
 

I have gotten the impression, by going through your letter, that you have some liking 
for devotion. It has been stated in authentic scriptures that without previous 
impressions of eternal good deeds, which you must have done knowingly or 
unknowingly, you cannot have such aptitude for worshipping Krishna with devotion. 
As such, in spite of your spiritual search in the teachings of other faiths, you are not 
satisfied. In fact, every living being has natural love for the Supreme Lord Çré 
Krishna in their real selves. Take for instance magnet and iron— magnet attracts 
iron and iron is attracted by magnet. This attraction is not seen when there is rust 
on the iron. If the dirt on the iron is removed, the iron will run towards the magnet. 
So, the Supreme Lord is Çré Krishna, Who attracts all and pleases all. Other 
animated beings are kärñëa, who are attracted by Him. When by misuse of relative 
independence, the living entities became averse to Çré Krishna, they were enveloped 
by the illusory energy of Supreme Lord and they developed misidentification of self. 
Being victims of the illusory energy, they forget they are eternal servants of Çré 
Krishna. They pass through cycles of births and deaths and ultimately become 
fortunate to obtain this human birth. 
 
God has given human beings the discriminating power to understand good and bad, 
eternal and non-eternal. The human beings have the capacity to accept the Eternal 
Truth and give up non-eternal things. God was satisfied by creating human beings as 
they have the capacity to worship Him. This precious human birth is only meant for 
worship of the Supreme Lord. 
 
Love for Çré Krishna is inherent in every spirit soul. It is to be manifested by the 
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company of bona fide devotees. It is stated in Chaitanya Charitämrita, 'Pure 
devotion for Krishna always exists in the real self; it is not to be acquired'. It is 
revealed only through hearing from a true devotee with a sincere heart. 
 
An awakened soul can awaken many other unawakened souls. When the eternal 
causeless devotion of the real self is awakened, nobody can stop the eagerness and 
perturbation of heart of that awakened soul. The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna has said 
emphatically in the Gétä—'A sincere soul will never be deceived'. God is everywhere 
and His Grace Incarnate Vaiñëavas are also everywhere. God is Omnipresent, 
Omniscient and Omnipotent. As He is Complete Reality, He is also impartial. 
Nobody can do anything which is not in His knowledge. 
 
It is necessary for the devotees to meet, at least once in a week, to practise principal 
devotional forms — 'çravan' and 'kértan'. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru and Gauräìga bless you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 



 

Attraction to Krishna is natural 
 

It comes to my mind, by going through your letter, about your intense desire to come 
to India to worship Çré Gaura-Hari and Çré Krishna. The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna 
in fact, attracts all because of His Supreme Transcendental Qualities. The name 
Krishna denotes that He pleases all by attracting all. All others, other than the 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna are being attracted by Him. As for example,  it is the 
nature of a magnet to attract iron and it is the nature of iron to be attracted by a 
magnet. But when there is rust on the iron, this nature is not seen to be manifested. 
When the rust is removed, iron immediately runs towards the magnet. All living 
beings of this world, in their real selves, have attraction for Çré Krishna i.e. have 
natural love for Çré Krishna. It is not to be borrowed from somebody else. When a 
spirit soul, by the misuse of his relative independence, becomes averse to Çré Krishna, 
he is enveloped by the illusory energy of the Supreme Lord and is hurled down into 
this world, which is an ocean of births and deaths. When a fortunate spirit soul, by 
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the previous good impressions of eternal good deeds, comes in contact with the bona 
fide pure devotee, the eternal nature to love Krishna is awakened. Your feeling is 
applicable to all living beings of this universe. You are blessed as you have a natural 
inclination to worship Gaura-Hari and Çré Krishna. 
 

I have discussed about your desire to live permanently in India so as to be in a 
congenial atmosphere, associating with pure devotees because it is very difficult to 
get such congenial association at your place. 
 

I am anxious to know about the present health condition of your wife. Hope this will 
find you all in good health and spirit. 
 

May All Merciful Çré Guru Gauräìga and Rädhä Krishna bless you 
 

Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 



 

Love of god is intrinsic 
 

Revered affectionate mother, 
 

I am in receipt of your affectionate letter by airmail, full of sweet words showered 
upon me like a true mother. 
 

Although the Supreme Lord is the sustainer and maintainer of all living beings, in 
fact practically, in a worldly sense, household devotees are sustaining and 
maintaining the ascetics. I was away from Calcutta for about three weeks in our 
preaching tour in Assam—  North-East India. We have four Maöhs in different 
places in Assam. Doctors have advised me not to undertake a hectic tour. But since 
many devotees were very eager for my presence in their places, our friends made 
arrangements for my preaching tour with the provisions of proper rest. So I beg to be 
excused for not being able to write to you earlier. 
Love of God exists in every living being, they are not to borrow it from anybody. For 
example, the relationship between magnet and iron is natural — magnet attracts 
iron and iron is attracted by magnet. Somebody may say it is not so always. The cause 
of non- manifestation of attraction between magnet and iron is rust on the iron. If 
the rust is removed, mutual attraction will be manifested. The eternal nature of a 
living being's love for God is awakened in the association of a bona fide pure 
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devotee.  Amongst all living beings it is mainly possible within the human species, 
because human beings have the power of discrimination between good and bad, 
eternal and non-eternal. Only this human birth is suitable for worship of God. This 
human birth is not meant for eating, sleeping, defending and mating like other 
beasts and birds. 
 
Misuse of relative independence 
 
When I was on a preaching tour in America, your affectionate son used to introduce 
me to others in every place speaking about the specialty of human birth. Though we 
are eternal servants of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna when we become averse to 
Him by misuse of our relative independence, we are hurled down in this world - a 
prison house - to pass through cycles of births and deaths and suffer threefold 
affliction. 
 

The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna has emphatically said in the Gétä (7.14), 'daivé hy eñä 
guëa-mayé mama mäyä duratyayä, mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te — 
It is almost impossible for the conditioned souls to cross over this ocean of births and 
deaths. But if anybody submits to Krishna wholeheartedly, Krishna will rescue him 
from the snare of Mäyä (illusory energy of three primal qualities sattva, rajaù and 
tamaù).' Our actual relations are with the Supreme Lord, Çré Krishna. Whatever 
physical relations we are seeing in this world are non-eternal and perishable. So if 
you want to love Krishna or serve Krishna as sincerely as the cows, the Lord can 
fulfil your desire. Actually all cows in Vrajamaëòal are not ordinary cows. Even åñis 
and munis desire to be born as cows to serve Krishna. 
 
Your writing is very inspiring. I am indebted to you for your affection. Please submit 
prayers to Nandanandan Çré Krishna in favour of me so that I can serve Him as my 
Dearest Object of Worship. We are all busy here regarding the arrangements of 
circumambulation of Navadwép dhäm. We shall leave tomorrow for Çré Mayapur. 
 
May the All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga, Rädhä-Krishna bless your son and your 
daughter. My respect to you. Hope this will find you all in good health and spirit. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
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Love amongst all 
 
In the present age, näma-sankértan is the best medicine and most effective way to 
achieve the summum bonum of human life as it can be performed under any 
circumstances. According to Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, harinäm sankértan is 
the strongest spiritual force on earth. It can establish love and unity of hearts 
amongst all human beings and thereby establish real peace in the world. 
 
Love is superior to non-violence. Non-violence only implies to refrain from 
inflicting injury to others, while love is to do good to others. It is positive. When 
there is love, the question of inflicting injuries to any part of the object of love does 
not arise. If we can get love for Çré Krishna, we cannot have the impetus to inflict 
injuries to any of His parts emanating from His marginal potency the living entities. 
All living entities are related to each other due to their common relationship to Çré 
Krishna. Näma-sankértan is a universal religion under whose banner people of all 
sects and rank can unite. 
 



Search for truth 
 

Seeing the sad plight of the wretched creatures of Kaliyuga, the Supreme Lord, Çré 
Krishna Himself, out of causeless mercy, appeared as Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu at 
Çré Mäyäpura, Nadia, West Bengal, India accepting the complexion and mood of 
Çrématé  Rädhäräëi, to rescue the fallen souls. When Lord Çré Chaitanya 
Mahäprabhu had His advent in 1486 A.D. Bengal was under the rule of a Muslim 
Emperor, Hussain Shah. Çré Sanätana Goswämé was his prime minister and Çré Rüpa 
Goswämé was an important and responsible administrator. Maldah was then capital 
of Bengal. Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu first met Çré Sanätana Goswämé and Çré 
Rüpa Goswämé at Ramkeli village in the Maldah District. At the first sight, both 
were attracted by the highly impressive Divine Personality of Çré Chaitanya 
Mahäprabhu. He advised them to give up worldly life and join Him when He would 
proceed to Vrindävana. Initially, Çré Rüpa Goswämé and his younger brother, Çré 
Anupam, on getting information about Mahäprabhu's departure for Vrindävana, left 
for Vrindävana relinquishing household life. Later on, Çré Sanätana Goswämé, who 
was imprisoned by King Hussain Shah, somehow releasing himself from jail, left for 
Vrindävana through a rural route, avoiding main thoroughfares. When he reached 
Benaras (Käçi), he received information about Mahäprabhu's stay at the house of Çré 
Chandra Shekhar Vaidya. He went there, humbly fell prostrated at the Lotus Feet of 
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Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and enquired, "Who am I? Why am I being burned with 
threefold affliction? I do not know how I can get eternal welfare. I am not competent 
even to enquire about my ultimate goal of life and the means to attain it. Kindly 
instruct me all about the spiritual, fundamental principle." 
Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu is instructing all human beings through His 
personal associate, Çré Sanätana Goswämé that when anybody's time for getting 
emancipation from worldly bondage will come, he will have this theological inquiry 
to a bona fide guru (Divine Master). Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu is playing the 
part of a guru and Sanätana Goswämé that of a disciple. A true disciple should search 
for truth and enquire into the discrimination between the eternal and non-eternal. 
 
Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu gave replies to all the above questions - sambandha, 
abhidheya and prayojana. Sambandha - Knowledge of God, soul and world and mutual 
relationship; Abhidheya - engaging in the practical activities of devotional service; 
Prayojana - ultimate goal of life, the real necessity of life. The subject has been dealt 
with elaborately in the authentic scripture, Çré Chaitanya Charitämåta, written by 
Çré Krishnadas Kaviräja Goswämi. 
Elaborate discussion is not possible here. I am going to discuss some fundamental 
points of the subject in brief. 
 
The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is the Ultimate Reality. He is the Prime Cause of all 
causes, God of all gods. He is the Origin of all. He has no origin. He is the 
Embodiment of All-Existence, All-Knowledge and All-Bliss. Çré Krishna has infinite 
potencies. Of them the three principal potencies are: 
 

(i) Aantaraìgä çakti — Internal Potency 
(ii) Bahiraìgä çakti — External Potency 
(iii) Taöasthä çakti — Marginal Potency. 

 

My love to you all. May the All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Çré Krishna bless 
you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
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Cause of affliction 
 

A woe-stricken person cannot speak on the subject, "Cause of Affliction and its 
Remedy,” as he himself is under the grip of suffering. As an entrant (novice) to a 
spiritual organisation for cultivation of devotion to God, it is the holy mandate of 
my Most Revered Divine Master and other Revered vaiñëavas to recite what I have 
heard so far from the holy lips of my Divine Master and Revered vaiñëavas. The 
recapitulation of the sayings of the Divine Master and Revered vaiñëavas, as well as 
the Divine message of authentic scriptures descending through preceptorial line, will 
purify my mind and bestow on me all spiritual attainments. It is the best devotional 
means for me. 
 
Our Most Revered Divine Master, while delivering sermons, used to quote evidence 
from the eleventh canto of Srémad Bhägavatam, the quintessence of all scriptures, 
relevant to this subject. Nine munis (saints), the youngest group of sons of Çré 
Rishabh Deva, renowned as Navayogendra, once set their holy feet in the yajïa-
sthali (place of sacrifice) of Çré Nimi, Emperor of Videha (modern Mithila - North 
Bihar, India). Emperor Nimi cordially received them with profound devotion and 
reverential gesture of getting up, washing their lotus feet and worshipping them with 
offerings. Emperor Nimi asked nine questions and the nine saints gave their replies 
one by one. One of the queries was: 
 

yathaitäm aiçvaréà mäyäà dustaräm akåtätmabhiù 
 taranty aïjaù sthüla-dhiyo maharña idam ucyatäm 

 (Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.17) 
 

O Saints! I am a dullard having attachment to this body and to persons related to 
this body. I have no control over senses. It is impossible for me to rescue myself from 
the clutches of the deluding external potency of the Lord having three primal 
qualities of sattva, rajaù and tamaù, i.e., preserving, creating and destroying qualities. 
Birth, existence and death are caused by the deluding force of the Lord's external 
potency. We suffer at the time of birth and death as well as during existence. As long 
as we live in this world, we suffer threefold afflictions - (i) affliction caused by 
physical ailments and mental sufferings such as grief due to the separation from near 
and dear ones; (ii) affliction caused by other living beings; (iii) affliction caused by 
demigods, i.e., natural calamities - earthquakes, inundation, famine, epidemics, 
drought, deluge, etc. Kindly show me the simple path to get deliverance from the 
forest fire of worldly affliction. 
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Prabuddha Muni, one of the nine saints, replied – 
 

karmäëy ärabhamäëänäà duùkha-hatyai sukhäya ca 
 paçyet päka-viparyäsaà mithuné-cäriëäà nåëäm 

(Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.18) 
 

A man starts a profession or business, weds or does not wed with the sole purpose of 
removing affliction and getting happiness. When he finds that he is unable to 
remove affliction and get happiness by his own effort, he marries and becomes two to 
try jointly to remove affliction and get happiness. Even then when he is unsuccessful 
he begets children and increases the number of family members, to try with joint 
efforts to attain the objective. But, O Videha Räj Nimi! Behold! The result is just the 
reverse, neither he can remove affliction nor he can get happiness. 
 
Money, the source of misery 
 

nityärtidena vittena durlabhenätma-måtyunä 
 gåhäpatyäpta-paçubhiù kä prétiù sädhitaiç calaiù 

(Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.19) 
 

An enslaved jéva (individual conscious unit), overwhelmed by the external deluding 
potency of the Lord wrongly conceives himself as the master and has the ego to 
enjoy the world. As such he thinks he will be happy if he can get objects of 
enjoyment and become master. Both can be achieved by amassing wealth. So, he 
takes pains in accumulating money more and more. But, O Nimi Maharäj! Carefully 
note money itself is a cause of pain to those craving for enjoyment and mastery. If we 
do not get money we become unhappy as our desires will not be fulfilled. If we get 
money, then also we are worried for its preservation. If money acquired is lost, we 
mourn. Worldly things are such, if we do not get them we are unhappy; if we get 
them we are worried (unhappy); if we lose them we mourn (unhappy). Money 
constantly gives us trouble. Yet money is so dear to us that we are bent on earning 
money, even at the cost of our life, as in the case of thieves, servants and merchants. 
Then that hard-earned money is spent for building houses to live comfortably, for 
bringing up children, maintaining kinsmen and domestic animals. But all these are 
non-eternal— ephemeral. What happiness or benefit can we derive out of it? — 
things. nothing. No one can get even an iota of happiness from worldly transitory 
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evaà lokaà param vidyän naçvaraà karma-nirmitam 
 sa-tulyätiçaya-dhvaàsaà yathä maëòala-vartinäm 

(Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.20) 
 

We may say, we may not be happy here in this world but we shall be happy if we go 
to higher worlds. But the higher worlds are attained by karma, by material efforts or 
by material actions. Rivalry, emulation, and fights amongst equals and malice or 
animosity towards superiors exist there also as we experience in this world. 
 

Expert spiritual doctor 
 

tasmäd guruà prapadyeta jijïäsuù çreya uttamam 
 çäbde pare ca niñëätaà brahmaëy upaçamäçrayam 

 (Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.3.21) 
 

Therefore, if we sincerely want actual bliss, we should give up our arrogance that we 
can get it by our own efforts. We should take absolute shelter at the lotus feet of 
gurudev (Divine Master), who will be indicated by the attributes of being well-versed 
in the Vedas (Holy Writings) and equivalent scriptures, receiving transcendental 
divine messages through the preceptorial line, as well as having realisation of the 
Divinity. We should enquire from Him about our eternal benefit. 
 
A diseased person, who has no knowledge of medical science is incapable of treating 
himself and has to go to an expert doctor for treatment. The doctor examines him 
and diagnoses the disease then prescribes medicines and diet. If the ailing person 
follows his advice and undergoes treatment, he gets cured. Similarly, we have to go to 
an expert spiritual doctor, a bona fide guru (Divine Master), who knows the cause of 
the malady of worldly affliction. He can correctly prescribe the panacea for the 
definite cure of the disease of the cycle of birth and death. However it is very 
difficult to get a bona fide guru at the present sinful black age (Kaliyuga) of 
corruption. In fact, it is stated in the scriptures that there may be many so-called 
gurus to grab money from disciples. A bona fide guru who can dispel all afflictions is 
rarely to be found. If we want quality, we have to sacrifice quantity. 
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Bringing hearts together 
 
Revered affectionate mother, 
 
Received your kind letter sent by post and noted the contents. 
Actually, love of God, Çré Krishna, is inherent in every individual soul. Due to 
forgetfulness of our relation with Çré Krishna, we are enveloped by the illusory 
energy consisting of three primal qualities, sattva, rajaù, and tamaù, and pass through 
cycles of births, deaths and threefold afflictions. An illustration of magnet and iron 
is given to understand it easily (also written to you in detail in my previous letter). 
Love of God is not to be borrowed from somebody, only it is to be awakened by the 
company of a pure bonafide devotee. We have got our actual, eternal & all kinds of 
love relations with Krishna. When we forget the actual relation with Krishna, we are 
under the false egos of this material world, having false material relations and false 
interests. So we find everywhere in the prison house, this world, severe clashing of 
interests. This is the greatest infliction of punishment on conditioned souls for their 
aversion to the Supreme Lord. In this context, I remember the teachings of our Most 
Revered Gurudev, which I also had the scope to submit to the learned dignitaries of 
the function solemnised on the occasion of the 106th Advent Anniversary of 
Paramgurudev Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur at Puri. The 
relevant portion of my submission is as follows. 
 
'We have been brought physically nearer by science but our hearts are further apart 
now. Cultivation of love can remove this distance between hearts. Çréla Bhakti 
Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Prabhupäd preached the Doctrine of Divine Love of 
Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu. Love for Çré Krishna, the Absolute Whole, will 
foster love for all. Non-violence is automatic in the culture of pure love. Love of God 
is the greatest spiritual force on earth which can bring unity of hearts among all 
human beings. Cultivation of Love for Çré Krishna, 'Krishna-prema,' is to be widely 
propagated for bringing abiding peace in the hearts of the people, which is the basis 
for progress of human civilisation. Amongst all spiritual practices, näma-sankértan is 
the best and most effective sädhana to attain Krishna-prema in Kaliyuga. This 
spiritual practice of Näma-sankértan is a universal religion. Under this banner people 
of all sects and ranks can unite. 
 
You wrote in your letter that Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur has 
his samädhi temple in Sarbhog, Assam, which you didn't know earlier. I am to say in 
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regard to this, the original samädhi temple is at Çré Mäyäpur, District Nadia, West 
Bengal. The samädhi mandir at Sarbhog is the puñpa-samädhi temple (floral remnants 
brought from the original samädhi temple at Çré Mäyäpur). 
 
Due to your affection for me, you are worried upon hearing about my illness and 
blood transfusion into me. I am reaping the fruits of my own actions. Nobody is to be 
blamed for this. I was deprived from participating in the holy festivals of the Maöhs 
and preaching centers in North-India and to get the company of the devotees there. 
As per doctor's advice, I had to restrict my movements and participation in 
functions. I had to return to Calcutta for climatic change and for complete rest. I am 
allowed to attend only special functions to meet the devotees and to get some 
opportunity to sing the glories of the Supreme Lord. It is my good fortune that in 
spite of my being a conditioned soul and having so many drawbacks, you have got so 
much affection for me. You have showered your heart's blessings unto me without 
hesitation. This human body is non-eternal. That which is born or produced, will 
ultimately die or will be destroyed. Nobody can remain in this world eternally with 
this temporary body. I implore you, kindly submit your prayer to Supreme Lord Çré 
Krishna so that I can attain Him as präëapati, Dearest Object of Worship. Kindly 
communicate my love to your son, daughter and to all others. Hope this will find you 
in good health and spirit. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev – Please enlighten me on Jéva Tattva.  I consider you as a  
tattva- darshee and I will take your version as that of the scripture. 
 
Jéva tattva 
 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and the jévas are eternally related with each other. Lord 
Çré Chiatanya Mahaprabhu has termed this relation as acintya-bhedäbheda. This 
means we are different and simultaneously non-different from Supreme Lord Çré 
Krishna. 
 
When I was at home I had several doubts about jéva-tattva, bhagvaad-tattva, etc. in 
my mind and I used to write letters to my Most Revered Çréla Gurudev. One time 



Affectionately Yours - Divine Letters  
 

 
44 

Çréla Gurudev asked me to read 'Jaiva-dharma', written by Çréla Bhaktivinode 
Öhäkur. I went to a library and got that book. When the book was issued to me, the 
librarian said, “You are the first person who has asked for this book. So far no one 
has got this book issued.” When I read 'Jaiva dharma', all my doubts about jéva-tattva 
and bhagavad-tattva were clarified. You may also read Jaiva-dharma. You will get all 
the answers to your questions because Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur is not an ordinary 
human being. He is Çré Kamala Manjari in Goloka-léla. 
 
Human birth is very rare 
 
The jévas here means all the living entities, including beasts and birds. There are 
8,400,000 kinds of living entities. In Viñëu Puräëa  it is said:  

 
jalajä nava lakñäni sthävara lakña viàçati 

 krmayo rudra-sankhyakaù pakñinäm daça lakñanaà  
trimsal lakñäni paçavaù catur lakñäni mänuñaù 

 
There are 900,000 kinds of aquatics, 2,000,000 kinds of trees and plants, 1,100,000 
kinds of insects and reptiles, 1,000,000 kinds of birds, 3,000,000 kinds of four-legged 
beasts, and 400,000 kinds of human species. 
 
The human birth is very rare and one should not lose this precious opportunity. 
Only human beings have got the capacity to worship Supreme Lord. Other living 
entities have got no capacity. So it is not wise to lose the precious human birth for 
mundane pleasures. 
 
Immediately start bhajan 
 
In Çrémad Bhagavatam (11.9.29) it is said, 
 

labdhvä sudurlabham idaà bahu-sambhavänte 
mänuñyam arthadam anityam apéha dhéraù 

türëaà yateta na pated anumåtyu yävan 
niùçreyasäya viñayaù khalu sarvataù syät 

 
'After innumerable births, we have been born as human beings. Therefore, this 
human birth is very rare. Although it is impermanent, it bestows the highest benefit 
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of serving Supreme Lord and to get the highest object permanently. It is the actual 
duty of all human beings to try utmost to achieve the highest welfare. Therefore a 
person who has got the actual knowledge will endeavor for highest eternal welfare 
before another death occurs because in all other births we can get connection with 
non-eternal worldly objects, which cause intense suffering. But the actual eternal 
welfare is not possible in other births.’ 
 
Our Most Revered Paramguru-Pädapadma Nitya-lélä Praviñöa Om 108 Çré Çrémad 
Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Öhäkur Prabhupäd had spoken on the above verse 
continuously for a month at Ultaòaìga, Kolkata. In spite of that he was not satisfied. 
Two students of Scottish Church College, Kolkata went there to see. Our Most 
Revered Çréla Paramgurudev said that even a moment of human birth should not be 
wasted. The two students said that they have come only to see what was happening 
there and that they have to go back to their homes. 
 
Çréla Prabhupäd said, “türëaà – immediately you should start the worship of 
Supreme Lord.” 
 

The two students then said, “Oh! Our house is burning.” Çréla Prabhupäd, “Let it 
burn.” 
 
The students, “Our neighboring houses will get burnt.” 
 
Çréla Prabhupäd, “Let the entire world burn. You are brahma-bhüta (of the Lord and 
from the Lord), not saàsära- bhüta (of this world and from this world).” 
 
Later the two students stayed in the Maöh. 
 
Çré Prahläd Maharäj instructs in Çrémad Bhagavatam (7.6.1) 
 

kaumära äcaret präjïo dharmän bhägavatän iha 
durlabhaà mänuñaà janma tad apy adhruvam arthadam 

 
'One who is sufficiently intelligent should use the human form of body from the 
tender age of childhood to practice the activities of devotional service, giving up all 
other engagements. The human body is most rarely achieved, and although 
temporary like other bodies, it is meaningful because in human life one can perform 
devotional service.’ 
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Hence it is unwise to use this human birth, which is rare, for transitory happiness. 
We may lose this opportunity any time. We will fall down to lower species. 
 
Pastime of king Bharat 
 
It happened with king Bharat. He left his kingdom and family to worship Supreme 
Lord. In the forest when he went to fetch some water, he saw a pregnant female deer 
jumping over the water stream. She gave birth to a child-deer and died. Thinking 
that the child is motherless, he started taking care of him and in the process he got 
attached to the child- deer. Since he remembered the deer at the time of his death, 
he had to take birth as deer in his next life. But he remembered his past life and also 
the reason for his birth as a deer. He did not mix with other deers, instead associated 
with sadhus. In his subsequent next life he became Jaòa Bharat and attained Lord. 
 
My love to you all. May the All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Çré Krishna bless 
you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 



 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PART  II 

Medicine for the Mind 
 

 
 

Without taking medicine nobody can be cured. Without doing anything positively, 
we cannot get effective result. In spite of our evil desires imbibed in the mind 

through cycles of births and deaths, we should not stop our bhajan. 
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PART  III 

Harinäm and Dékñä 
 
 
The essence of knowledge is - 'Life is impermanent and full of adversities. Therefore, 

take absolute shelter of Çré Harinäma and do your relative duties. Cool down the 
burning sensation of the threefold afflictions by drinking the ambrosia of Harinäma. 

There is nothing valuable except Çré Harinäma in these fourteen worlds.’  
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PART  IV 

Association of Sädhus 
 
 
 

I am happy and encouraged to see your initiative and aptitude to serve Viñëu 
and Vaiñëavas. The eternal nature of our real self is to serve Viñëu and 
Vaiñëavas. Those jévas are blessed who have got the aptitude to serve Çré 

Krishna and Krishna bhaktas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Company of Devotees

Congenial Association

The heart-specialist doctor advised me to remain in one place at least for 6 months. 
When I had a discussion with him regarding a preaching tour outside India, he had no 
objection if done after 3 months i.e. in the coming summer season. But I'm supposed to 
stay only at one place and devotees can come and see me. But will it be practically 
possible  - if I go there and confine myself only to one place?

The company of bona fide devotees is necessary for devotional enhancement. You and 
your family are all devotionally inclined. If I can get your company, I shall also be happy. 
Actually we do not want the company of persons desirous of sensuous enjoyments nor of 
renouncers. We want the company of çuddha bhaktas only. They may be in a household 
life or in an ascetic life. It is said “bhaktistu bhagavad bhakta sangena parijäyate”  bhakti 
can be attained only through the association of bona fide devotees. If the Supreme Lord 
desires, we can get the company of the devotees in Europe. Actually, when someone 
becomes eligible to get the company of a pure devotee, it is sure either the Supreme Lord 
will appear as a devotee before him or He will bring him to the company of devotees. As 
the sun is non-different from the rays of the sun, the Supreme Lord is also non-different 
from His Grace-incarnate Form, çuddha bhakta. Therefore it is my submission to you 
that devotees should get together at any place at least once a week for Hari-katha. When 
there is lack of association of devotees one should go through the authentic scriptures or 
authentic writings of personal associates of Chaitanya Mahäprabhu  Çréla 
Bhaktivinode Thakur or Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswati Goswami Thakur. This was 
the advice of our most revered Gurudev. 

Hope by the grace of Çré Guru-Gauränga and Radha-Krishna, you all are keeping well.
My love to you all and also accept my dandvat pranams.

Affectionately yours,
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha

Congenial association is a great factor in achieving enhancement in bhajan. 
Uncongenial association diverts the minds of sädhakas. In exceptional cases, spiritually 
well-established persons can do bhajan under any circumstance anywhere and 
everywhere. In this Kaliyuga, congenial company is necessary for making progress in 

—

—
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Company of devotees 
 

The heart-specialist doctor advised me to remain in one place at least for 6 months. 
When I had a discussion with him regarding a preaching tour outside India, he had 
no objection if done after 3 months i.e. in the coming summer season. But I'm 
supposed to stay only at one place and devotees can come and see me. But will it be 
practically possible - if I go there and confine myself only to one place? 
 
The company of bona fide devotees is necessary for devotional enhancement. You 
and your family are all devotionally inclined. If I can get your company, I shall also 
be happy. Actually we do not want the company of persons desirous of sensuous 
enjoyments nor of renouncers. We want the company of çuddha bhaktas only. They 
may be in a household life or in an ascetic life. It is said ‚bhaktistu bhagavad bhakta 
sangena parijäyate‛— bhakti can be attained only through the association of bona 
fide devotees. If the Supreme Lord desires, we can get the company of the devotees 
in Europe. Actually, when someone becomes eligible to get the company of a pure 
devotee, it is sure either the Supreme Lord will appear as a devotee before him or He 
will bring him to the company of devotees. As the sun is non-different from the rays 
of the sun, the Supreme Lord is also non-different from His Grace-incarnate Form, 
çuddha bhakta. Therefore it is my submission to you that devotees should get 
together at any place at least once a week for Hari-katha. When there is lack of 
association of devotees one should go through the authentic scriptures or authentic 
writings of personal associates of Chaitanya Mahäprabhu—Çréla Bhaktivinode 
Öhäkur or Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur. This was the advice 
of our most revered Gurudev. 
 
Hope by the grace of Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Rädhä-Krishna, you all are keeping 
well. My love to you all and also accept my daëòavat praëäms. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 

 

 
Congenial association 
 

Congenial association is a great factor in achieving enhancement in bhajan. 
Uncongenial association diverts the minds of sädhakas. In exceptional cases, 
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spiritually well-established persons can do bhajan under any circumstance anywhere 
and everywhere. In this Kaliyuga, congenial company is necessary for making 
progress in bhajan.  Öhäkur Bhaktivinode  says,  "I  don't  get  strength  in  practising 
Harinäma (sankértan) alone." 
 
Collective bhajan is strength in Kaliyuga. But this collective bhajan should be with 
like minded bona fide souls and not with those persons who have got ulterior 
motives. Evil company is to be avoided. We should perform Harinäma avoiding the 
tenfold offences. 
 
You have rightly said that association of a true devotee is essential for spiritual 
devotional amelioration. A true devotee is rarely to be found in this world. If you 
want quality, you cannot get quantity. 
 
Even if we, by previous eternal good deeds, come in contact with a true devotee, we 
cannot submit to him sincerely and wholeheartedly. It is very difficult to give up our 
mundane egotism which we have acquired by cycles of births and deaths after being 
averse to Çré Krishna. But there is no cause for disappointment. If we sincerely try, 
God and His Personal Associates will come to help us and rescue us. 
 





Serving Viñëu and vaiñëavas 
 

I am happy and encouraged to see your initiative and aptitude to serve Viñëu and 
vaiñëavas. The eternal nature of the real self, jéva soul, is to serve Çré Viñëu and 
vaiñëavas. When we are averse to Them, the illusory energy of Viñëu Bhagavän 
envelops us and we get two kinds of defects: 
 
(i) Forgetfulness of our real self that we are an eternal servant of Çré Krishna, and 
(ii) Misconception of self that we are the body. 

 
Repugnance to the service of Çré Krishna and his devotees is the cause of nescience. 
Nescience, i.e. ignorance, is the cause of misidentification of the self.  
Misidentification of the self is the cause of material desires. Material desires are the 
cause of committing sins. Committing sins is the cause of suffering. So the root 
cause of suffering is averseness to serving Çré Krishna. Those jévas are blessed who 
have got the aptitude to serve Çré Krishna and Krishna bhaktas. Wherever we shall 
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devote our energy, we shall go there. We shall become attached to those things. So, 
the wise always devote their mind, intelligence, senses, words and everything for the 
service of Çré Krishna. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - (1) I left my job and hometown to stay with the devotees in 
another city.  Now I am feeling very much drawn toward my previous way of living and 
the people. I am not able to adjust with devotees here. It seems that all my attempts to be 
with devotees are without success and I have to keep at some distance from them. Now I 
do not have a place to live. How should I maintain myself? (2) For entering into family 
life, whose disciple my husband should be? How can I know if we are suited to each 
other? How can I recognise a devotee with whom I would be able to live a life in the 
service of the Lord? What qualities should the devotee possess so that I could entrust my 
life to him? 
 
Be guided by the realised souls 
 
Whenever I submitted difficult problems to my Most Revered Gurudev, He used to 
give me the advice not to take any decision by own initiative, as the mind and 
intellect of a finite being (conditioned soul) is also finite and prone to commit 
mistakes. Any decision taken by the finite mind and finite intellect can increase 
problems. The correct way is to take absolute shelter of the Lotus Feet of the 
Supreme Lord and His Absolute Counterpart, gurudev or çuddha bhakta, who are 
omniscient and All-Merciful. A light of Transcendental Divine Knowledge will 
then enter into the heart of such a surrendered soul and  remove  all  their  doubts.  
All problems  will  be  solved  by  it immediately and effectively. I mean to say, in 
short, we should not be carried away by our finite mental and intellectual feelings. 
One should be guided by the realised souls. Finite individual souls of this world by 
their finite intellect can never solve their own problems nor of others as they are 
enveloped by illusory energy. They have misconception of the self and 
misunderstand their actual requirements. Further difficulty is that the association of 
a bona fide çuddha bhakta or sadguru is very scarce. Our only hope is this the 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, has said in the Gétä,  'If anybody is sincere, he will never 
be deceived'. God exists in the heart of every soul and knows everything. Nobody 
can do good or bad acts without His knowledge and the Supreme Lord is controlling 
the fruits of the actions of all. We can do actions but can have no hold over the 
fruits of actions. 
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'To those who always worship Çré Krishna with sincerity of heart, the Supreme Lord 
bestows wisdom to understand the way to attain Him.' (Bhagavad Gétä 10.10) 
 
Närada Goswämé's instruction to Dhruva was— 'One who wants to attain God 
should not blame others for his troubles and worries. All reap the fruits of their own 
actions'  Çrémad Bhägavatam, 4th Canto.  
 
The last message of His Divine Grace Most Revered Paramgurudev Çrémad Bhakti 
Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur to His disciples before His disappearance 
was—'Don't be disheartened by seeing that the majority of the people of the world 
are not accepting service of Çré Krishna (devotion to Çré Krishna) without 
deceitfulness. Don't give up your worship and your only spiritual wealth of hearing 
and chanting Krishna-katha. Always do Hari-kértan being humbler than a blade of 
grass and more tolerant than a tree. All arrangements in this world are momentary.' 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Please explain the last line of the verse of Çrémad 
Bhägavatam 11.2.37 (bhaktyaikayeçaà guru-devatätmä) - to accept Çréla Gurudev as our 
ätmä and our worshippable deity. It is not fully clear to me. Çré Çré Rädhä and Krishna 
are our worshipable deities and we should fully surrender to Them. But I also read that 
Çréla Gurudev is my worshipable deity and that I should surrender fully unto Him. How 
to reconcile this? 
 
Material designations 
 
The ätmä is sacchidänanda—an eternally existing entity of knowledge and 
blissfulness. Upädhi means 'denomination or denotation' which an individual gets 
due to contact with the body and sense organs (gross and subtle). We get any 
designation by our actions in this world. A person may be a doctor, professor, 
engineer or have any other qualification due to his karma (action) and this is 
termed as upädhi. Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, brahmacharya, gåhasta, 
vänaprastha and sannyäsa (the four varëas and four äçrama), any denotation 
regarding his birth in any country, any material ego, any relationship with the world 
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or universe—are all upädhi. We should be completely freed from any relationship 
with the non-eternal world. 
 
Guru is the regulator 
 

Fear comes when there is misconception of self. He who is averse to the Supreme 
Lord is ensnared by the Lord's illusory energy and is affected by two defects— 
misidentification of self with the body and forgetfulness of real self. The wise will 
understand that worship of Krishna with devout one-pointed devotion is the only 
remedy, for which taking shelter of a bona fide guru is essential, in the knowledge 
that  guru is the regulator and also the dearest. 
 
For consistency, adjustment and harmony, we shall have to go through the teachings 
of Çrémad Bhägavatam repeatedly and very ardently. If there is no such enthusiasm 
or determination, we will be foredoomed to failure. We have heard that Çré Krishna 
Dvaipäyana Vedavyäsa Muni (who is accepted as guru by all sects in India), could 
not get tranquility of mind after expanding or dividing the vedas into four categories 
(Åg, Yajur, Säma, and Atharva), and after writing vedänta (Brahmasütra), the 
Mahäbhärata (which includes the Gétä) and the 18 Puräëas. Therefore He had to 
play the pastimes of remembering his guru (Närada Goswämé) at the holy place 
Badrinath dhäm and praying for his grace. Närada Goswämé appeared before him 
and disciplined him, saying whatever he had done was wrong and advised him to 
sing the glories of Çré Krishna, only for Krishna's satisfaction, and not for dharma, 
artha, käma, non-eternal benefits, and not even for salvation, to merge with the 
impersonal formless Brahman. By the imparted grace of Närada Goswämé, 
Vedavyäsa Muni meditated on the four verses of the Bhägavatam (chaturçloki 
Bhägavatam), wrote the Bhägavatam consisting of twelve cantos and eighteen 
thousand verses, and got eternal bliss. 
 
Here it should be noted very carefully that even if anybody hears about Bhägavatam 
innumerable times, it can never become stale. Çré Vrindävan Das Öhäkur in his 
treatise, Çré Chaitanya Bhägavat, has written that Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, after 
hearing Dhruva chäritra (4th  canto) and Prahläd chäritra (7th  canto) of Çrémad 
Bhägavatam a hundred times from Çré Gadädhar Paëòit  Goswämé, wanted to hear 
about those topics again and again. Çabda-brahma - Transcendental Sound - can 
never become stale. At every hearing complete ambrosia of Harikatha will be 
relished afresh. 
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Associate with sädhus 
 
In regard to the above query, you are to go through or hear about Kapila-Devahüti 
samväd   3rd   canto, 25th Chapter, of the Çrémad Bhägavatam, again and again. The 
summary of the dialogue between Mother Devahüti and Kapila Bhagavän is as 
follows: Mother Devahüti inquired, ‚For so long I was infatuated by Your illusory 
energy and I wanted a son. I have realised this just after Your appearance. Please tell 
me how I can deliver myself from my entanglement in non-eternal desires?‛ 
 
Kapila Bhagavän smiled and said, ‚You have no worldly desires, otherwise I could 
not have appeared in you. Your heart is pure and sanctified. You have no 
attachment. Your query is for the eternal benefit of the conditioned souls of the 
world. I shall reply to your query for the benefit of the enslaved jévas.  
 
Certainly, the mind is the cause of attachment, but the mind is also the cause of 
emancipation. When the mind is attached to the external potency of the Supreme 
Lord (triguëa) consisting of the three primeval qualities— sattva, rajaù and tamaù, it 
causes bondage. When the mind is attached to nirguëa (Transcendental) Bhagavän, 
it causes deliverance from the clutches of Mäyä (illusory energy).‛ 
 
Mother Devahüti again asked, ‚Please explain clearly what triguëa is and how 
votaries can have attachment to God (nirguëa Bhagavän)?‛ 
 
Kapila Bhagavän replied, ‚It is already stated that triguëa is sattva, rajaù and tamaù, 
the three primeval qualities of the external potency of the Supreme Lord. By rajo-
guëa living beings are created, by sattva-guëa they are sustained and by tamo-guëa 
they are destroyed. The body is triguëa because it is born by rajo-guëa, it exists for 
some time by sattva-guëa, and is destroyed by tamo-guëa. Attachment to the body 
and to other bodily relationships is the cause of firm bondage. How can an aspirant 
get attachment to God (Bhagavän), because He is not speaking and there is no 
exchange of thoughts with Him, except in rare cases? How can aspirants get 
attachment to nirguëa Bhagavän? Although knowing fully well that all mundane 
relationships are most transitory, still, because of their connection with the body, 
they become attached to them.  But sädhus are moving and talking in this world. If 
any votary associates with the sädhus sincerely, then by the process of six-fold 
behavior— to give and take, to offer food and take prasädam, and to divulge their 
heart to sädhus— the sädhu will open his heart.‛ 
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Who is a sädhu? 
 
Mother Devahüti again inquired, ‚Who is a sädhu? How does one recognise a sädhu? 
What are the characteristics?‛ 
 
Kapila Bhagavän said, ‚There are two kinds of characteristics of sädhus.  There is 
the original qualification, and when that original qualification exists, taöastha 
characteristics will be manifested, which may be indicated as concomitant qualities.‛ 
First, the accompanying characteristics are explained: 
 

titikñavaù käruëikäù suhådaù sarva-dehinäm  
ajäta-çatravaù çäntäù sädhavaù sädhu-bhüñaëäù 

(Çrémad Bhägavatam 3.25.21) 
 

'Forbearance, compassion, well-wishing friendliness to all living-beings, no vision of 
foes (as sädhus see all as coming from the same source and thus inter-related), 
calmness, serenity and simple heartedness.' 
 
The original qualities are then described: 

mayy ananyena bhävena 
 bhaktià kurvanti ye dåòhäm 

mat-kåte tyakta-karmäëas 
 tyakta-svajana-bändhaväù 

 (Çrémad Bhägavatam 3.25.22) 
 

'Exclusive and firm, one-pointed devotion to the Supreme Lord, giving up karma 
(varëäçrama dharma) and kinsmen for worship of Bhagavän, sincerely hearing and 
speaking Harikatha with the sole object of serving the Supreme Lord and not for 
any other ulterior motive.’ 
 
Such devotees may play the pastimes of being sick but they do not feel the pangs of 
diseases as their minds are fully engrossed in thinking about their object of worship. 
 
Although Çré Krishna, Çré Rämachandra, Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu are the 
Supreme Lord, they accepted a guru. Why? To teach the votaries that taking shelter 
of a guru is essential. 
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Question to Çréla Gurudev -  I am seeking a very deep and bonding relationship with 
you, gurudev. I want to be completely absorbed in the service of your lotus feet. I want to 
be engaged in this service 24 hours a day with my body, mind and speech. Without your 
mercy and direct leadership over my entire life, any sädhana that I could artificially 
perform, may only bring damage to my faith and life. Please advise me what I should do, 
how I should lead my life from now on? 
 
Surrender necessary to receive instructions 
 
Received your letter through e-mail and noted the contents. It is good that you have 
opened your heart's doubts sincerely. You have mentioned in your letter partially 
about one verse of the Gétä (2.7)- 'kärpaëya-doñopahata-svabhävaù påcchämi tväà 
dharma- sammüòha-cetäù, yac chreyaù syän niçcitaà brühi tan me çiñyas te 'haà çädhi 
mäà tväà prapannam'. Briefly to say, Arjuna made the pastime of being extremely 
infatuated by seeing his kinsmen and objects of his regard and worship in the 
battlefield in front of him before fight. He mourned and gave up his desire to fight. 
Çré Krishna reproached Arjuna by saying, "This sort of your deliberation in the 
battlefield is unwarranted. Give up this weakness of heart and be ready to fight." On 
being reproached by his most beloved object of worship Krishna, Arjuna took 
shelter in Him, his Eternal Master and prayed to show him the path of eternal 
welfare. That is the purport of the above verse. Krishna then started giving him 
instructions. As long as we do not take unconditional absolute shelter to guru-
vaiñëava, there will be no impetus for Them to give instructions. To know the actual 
teachings of the Gétä, we should go through the instructions of a bonafide personal 
associate of Çré Krishna. I shall advise you to go through the explanation of Gétä 
written by Bhaktivinode Öhäkur. 
 
Misconception of the self 
 
Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur has stated in his book 'Çré Bhajan-rahasya' that there are 
four drawbacks for the votaries to get success in devotional worship, viz. 
 

(1) misconception of self 
(2) evil non-eternal desires  
(3) weakness of heart 
(4) propensity to commit offence 
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The actual origin of these four hindrances is 'misconception of self'. Due to 
misconception of self, we have evil non-eternal desires, weakness of heart and 
committal of offence to the Supreme Lord and His devotees. The enslaved jéva has 
been hurled down into this prison house of the world and is passing through cycles 
of births and deaths due to his forgetfulness of his relationship with Çré Krishna. 
God has given the power of discrimination in the human birth so that he can 
discriminate between bad and good, eternal and non-eternal. Due to previous good 
impressions of eternal good deeds (knowingly or unknowingly serving the Supreme 
Lord and His personal associates) they get the aptitude to enquire about Eternal 
Truth and can come in contact with a realised soul - a pure devotee. 
 
Actual association 
 
Association with bona fide devotees is essential to awaken the eternal nature of the 
real self to have the aptitude to worship the Supreme Lord. If any votary sincerely 
has the desire to get the company of a bona fide sädhu, he will get it by the grace of 
the Supreme Lord. The Supreme Lord is Omniscient, Omnipotent and gracious to 
all. He is residing in the hearts of all living beings in this world and He knows 
everything. Krishna says in the Gétä, 'na hi kalyäëa-kåt kaçcid durgatià täta gacchati'- 
'A sincere soul will never be deceived.' The Supreme Lord is equal to all and is 
completely impartial. It is not the fact that if a neophyte devotee externally remains 
in a great distant place he is unable to associate with bona fide sädhus. Mere 
proximity of the sädhu and direct physical contact with the sädhu will not give the 
actual benefit. When bugs are there in the bed of a bona fide sädhu and in direct 
contact with the sädhu, are they associating with the sädhu or sucking his blood? 
Exploitation of sädhu is not association of sädhu. Remaining at a distance, if 
anybody follows the instruction of a bona fide sädhu and practically acts upon those 
instructions, it will be considered actual association of the sädhu. As for example, 
Dhruva saw his gurudev once and got instruction from him only once, but his 
spiritual life was successful because he sincerely accepted the teachings of gurudev 
and acted upon the instructions. 
 
I shall continue to stay at Calcutta up to Çré Krishna Janmashtami function. After 
that, Supreme Lord willing, I may go to Hyderabad Maöh and Bangalore for a 
fortnight. On return to Calcutta, I have given word to devotees of Bhatinda to 
observe Dämodar vratä in our big Maöh there. I may reach there on 22nd October, 
2004. 
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May All-Merciful Çré Guru Gauräìga and Rädhä - Krishna bless you.  
 
My love to you all.  
 

Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





The sädhu fulfills the desire of the Lord 
 
I was away from Calcutta with a party to participate in the Annual Function of our 
Puri Maöh, solemnised on the occasion of Ratha-Yatra. I had to return immediately 
to Calcutta to go to Agartala although my health was not fit to undertake the 
journey. Annual Functions, both at Puri and Agartala were grandly celebrated. I 
returned to Calcutta with the party and now I have the opportunity to go through 
your letter. 
 
Our Most Revered Gurudev often used to say while delivering sermons, ‚An actual 
guru never thinks himself as a competent guru and advises others with the idea of 
rescuing them from the clutches of Mäyä.‛ A real guru, a real sädhu, a real devotee, 
always tries to satisfy his Eternal Object of worship, the Supreme Lord. He never 
deviates from the target of satisfying his Object of worship. The Supreme Lord has 
love for all living beings and always wants them to come to Him willingly with 
submission. 
 
But due to misuse of their relative independence, they do not want to worship Him, 
or more correctly to say, to love Him. They want to enjoy this world, being 
enveloped by the illusory energy of three primeval qualities— sattva, rajaù and 
tamaù. So, God has to create so many species of life and universes to fulfill the 
desires of the misguided, conditioned souls. 
 
The Supreme Lord is Omnipotent. He can do whatever He likes, but He does not 
want to destroy the relative independence of the conditioned souls and forcibly 
interfere in their discretion. If consciousness is destroyed, the Supreme Lord and the 
living beings both will be deprived of getting an actual relationship of love and bliss. 
God wants that the conditioned souls willingly love and serve Him, retaining their 
relative independence. The target of a bona fide guru or sädhu will be fulfilled if 
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they can persuade the misguided, conditioned souls to submit and engage fully for 
the service of their Eternal Master, the Supreme Lord. An outside third person may 
see externally that one is acting as a guru by helping some willing persons to worship 
the Lord by giving mantra and instructions and those receivers of instructions are 
disciples. But actually guru is not making disciples. His target is to satisfy the 
Supreme Lord. 
 
Bhägavat dharma is true dharma 
 
We observed guru-pürëimä püjä tithi on 21st July. Guru-pürëimä püjä tithi means 
observance of the appearance day ceremony of Krishna Dvaipayana Vedavyäsa 
Muni, who appeared accepting Parashara Åñi and Satyavati Devi as parents. 
Vedavyäsa Muni is worshipped throughout India by all groups of worshippers— 
karmés, jïänés, yogés and bhaktas. Vedavyäsa Muni expanded the Vedas in four 
categories, Åg, Yajur, Säma, and Atharva, wrote 18 Puräëas, Vedänta (the highest 
scriptural evidence of the jïänés), Mahabhärata and within it Gétä, but failed to get 
tranquility of mind—actual bliss. It is a long history; it will not be good to elaborate 
the subject here. Vedavyäsa Muni submitted to his gurudev Närada Goswämé at 
Badrinäräyaë and expressed his problem that in spite of writing so many scriptures 
for fulfilling the desires of the human beings— dharma (piety), artha (wealth), käma 
(fulfillment of ulterior desires) and mokña (salvation or merging into impersonal 
formless Brahma or merging into the personal God)—he could not get eternal bliss. 
Närada Goswämé, as guru, said that whatever Çré Vedavyäsa did, his works were 
harmful to all, as conditioned souls have a natural tendency for non-eternal material 
benefits and he did more serious harm to them by prescribing mokña. Evidence of 
this is in Çrémad Bhägavatam 1st Canto, 1st Chapter, 2nd verse 'dharmaù projjhita-
kaitavo 'tra paramo nirmatsaräëäà satäà…' Here the highest dharma is stated to be 
bhägavat dharma, completely negating all other motives— dharma, artha, käma and 
mokña. 
 
 
The suicidal act 
 
Also, it is stated in Çré Chaitanya Charitämrita, Adi, 1.90, 92 — 
 

ajïäna-tamera näma kahiye 'kaitava' 
 dharma-artha-käma-mokña-väïchä ädi saba 
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 tära madhye mokña-väïchä kaitava-pradhäna 
 yähä haite kåñëa-bhakti haya antardhäna 

 
'Darkest ignorance is deceitfulness. Worldly piety, wealth and other ulterior desires 
emerge from ignorance. Extreme deceitfulness is desire for mokña— merging oneself 
in Impersonal Formless Brahma or merging in the personal God. By this suicidal act 
Krishna bhakti will totally disappear.' 
 

To have a clear idea, you should go through the two verses of Çrémad Bhägavatam, 
10th Canto, 2nd Chapter, verses 32-33— 
 

ye 'nye 'ravindäkña vimukta-mäninas 
 tvayy asta-bhäväd aviçuddha-buddhayaù 

 äruhya kåcchreëa paraà padaà tataù 
 patanty adho 'nädåta-yuñmad-aìghrayaù 

 tathä na te mädhava tävakäù kvacid 
 bhraçyanti märgät tvayi baddha-sauhådäù 

 tvayäbhiguptä vicaranti nirbhayä 
 vinäyakänékapa-mürdhasu prabho 

 

O Lotus Eyed Supreme Lord! Non-devotees who think themselves falsely as 
perfectly emancipated from worldly ego conception, are not holy. These jïäné 
strivers, by the process of ascension, think themselves emancipated by their 
immense hard austerity. They have no adoration to your Lotus Feet which are the 
shelter of all. So, they fall down and also get into a more abominable state. O 
Mädhav! Your pure devotees have firm love for you. They never deviate like strivers 
who are falsely thinking themselves to be emancipated, so they do not fall down. 
The pure devotees, being well protected by you, can move in this world without any 
fear over the heads of the leaders of their opponents. 
 
You have the desire to participate in Vrajamaëòal parikrama with two new 
aspirants. Everything depends upon the desire of the Supreme Lord, Çré Krishna, 
Who is All- Good. If your coming with the two aspirants or any other devotees is 
finalised, you are to inform Çrémad Bhakti Prajïän Håñékeç Mahäräj in Calcutta 
Maöh as well as Çré Bhakti Kushal Padmanäbh Mahäräj at Vrindävan Maöh for 
proper arrangement of your stay in different camps. Çré Bhakti Vichar Viñëu 
Mahäräj is in charge of this and he has made special arrangements for foreign 
devotees, as I have heard. 
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Hope this will find you all in good health and spirit. May All-Merciful Çré Guru- 
Gauräìga and Rädhä-Krishna bless you all.  My love to you all. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





The protector and sustainer 
 
Revered affectionate mother, 

Glad to receive your blessings through your beloved son. I remember having 
received one letter from you but I beg to be excused for not giving reply to that 
letter. You are already aware of my present health condition. 
 
Our doctors and friends are always advising me to take rest. Although I understand 
the direction of the doctors and advice of my friends, I cannot remain indifferent to 
essential duties to be done by me as per order of my Most Revered Gurudev. I am to 
look into the urgent works of the institution and to do the duty of giving initiation. 
To lessen the pressure, devotees advise me to do the duty of giving initiation taking 
proper rest with intervals. 
 
I reached Calcutta Maöh on 17th June, 2007. Previously I was in Delhi, Chandigarh, 
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Assam and other places in India. My present health condition 
is better. I am somehow pulling on and doing my duty by your affectionate blessing. 
 
Actually, sannyäsés (ascetics) have nothing of their own in the Maöhs. Everything is 
donated by household devotees. Ascetics have renounced worldly relationships like 
parents but God is sustaining and maintaining them through many parents. His 
Divine Grace Çrémad Bhakti Rakñak Çrédhar Deva Goswämé Mahäräj is the elder 
godbrother of our Most Revered Gurudev and they are intimately connected. He is 
one of the dearest disciples of Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur. He is 
our çiksha-guru. I am grateful to you for reminding me about him to pray for his 
grace. When we do not get the opportunity of associating with pure devotees, we are 
to go through their teachings. Especially his writings are very impressive and sweet. 
His Divine Grace Oà Viñëupad 108 Çré Çrémad Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté 
Goswämé Öhäkur is the personal associate of the Supreme Lord, Çré Krishna, who 
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appeared in this world when darkness descended on the horizon of pure devotion. 
Although all scriptures, the Vedas, Brahmasutra (Vedänta), Mahäbhärat, Gétä, 18 
Puräëas, quintessence of all scriptures Çrémad Bhägavatam, Çré Chaitanya 
Charitämrita, Çré Chaitanya Bhägavat and also the writings of the Sadgoswämés (six 
Goswämés) are present, no learned person could understand the implication of the 
teachings of the scriptures. Many pseudo sects cropped up. Çré Chaitanya 
Mahäprabhu, the Most Munificent Form of Godhead, out of compassion, sent His 
own persons, Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur and Çréla Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur, to 
rescue the conditioned souls from ignorance and to show the actual devotional path. 
Unfortunate persons, who were enveloped by illusory energy, might have done 
heinous crimes to defame the extraordinary great personality Çréla Saraswaté 
Goswämé Öhäkur. Although Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur did not do anything against 
them and tolerated all tortures, the Supreme Lord punished those persons. By His 
extraordinary personality, çuddha Krishna bhakti is spread throughout the world.  
The Supreme Lord is the protector and sustainer of all His bona fide devotees. For 
instance, we can give the illustration of the biographies of Prahläd Mahäräj and 
Ambaréña Mahäräj in Çrémad Bhägavatam. Hiraëyakaçipu and Durvasa åñi acted 
harshly only to prove the unparalled spiritual personalities of Prahläd and Ambaréña 
Mahäräj. You have also mentioned the illustration of Bilvamaìgala Öhäkur. He was 
attached to a harlot at first, but being reproached by her, his mind  changed and he 
became a great devotee of Krishna. There is no need of narrating the history. 
 
Çuddha bhakti is inherent 
 

The Supreme Lord is residing in the hearts of every living being and He has actual 
love for all. All are from Krishna, by Krishna and in Krishna. Eternal causeless 
devotion naturally exists in every soul. Due to the aversion of conditioned souls to 
Çré Krishna, they are enveloped by the dirt of worldly desires. The illustration can 
be given of magnet and iron. It is the nature of a magnet to attract iron and the  
nature of iron is to be attracted by a magnet. But if magnet and iron are near and 
there is no attraction, it is due to the dirt or rust on the iron. Çuddha bhakti is not to 
be borrowed from somebody, it is inherent in every jéva. It is to be manifested by the 
company of a bona fide çuddha bhakta. Association of a çuddha bhakta, therefore, is 
essential. From a distant place also we can have association of sädhus by sincerely 
following their heart. Remaining outwardly in contact with a sädhu is not the 
association of a sädhu. As for example, bugs remain in the beds of the sädhus and 
lice in the heads of the sädhus. They are not associating with the sädhus, they are 
exploiting the sädhus. 
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I am fortunate that by your letter you have inspired me to correct myself. Accept my 
daëòavat praëäms. May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Rädhä-Krishna bless 
us all.  
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I have Çrémad Bhägavatam in English with purport by Çréla 
Swämé Mahäräj. I have been reading it for several years when I was told recently that I 
should receive gurudev's permission to read the Book. That is why I am asking you: can 
I read Bhägavatam? I have a poor understanding of foreign languages (Bengali, Hindi 
and English). Is it necessary to understand Hari-katha with one's intelligence? 
 
Read Bhägavatam with great reverence 
 
The Supreme Lord, Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, has instructed us to practise five 
principal forms of devotion— association of sädhus, chanting of Holy Names, 
hearing Bhägavatam, dwelling in Mathura and serving Deities with firm faith. 
Hearing of Bhägavatam is one of the principal forms of devotion. It is necessary first 
to hear Bhägavatam from a bona fide true devotee for being entitled to read 
Bhägavatam. 
 
As Most Revered, His Holiness Tridaëòé  Swämé, Çrémad Bhaktivedanta Swämé 
Mahäräj was the disciple of our Most Revered Paramgurudev, Çréla Bhakti 
Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur, there cannot be any objection to going 
through the translation written by him. A devotee should not go through 
Bhägavatam without devotion, like ordinary readers. Instead, devotees should read 
Bhägavatam with great reverence and devotion, after praying for the grace of Guru-
Vaishnav-Bhagavän. The significance of Çrémad Bhägavatam, which is one with Çré 
Krishna, will be revealed to a bona fide surrendered soul. It is not possible to realise 
the inner significance of Çrémad Bhägavatam by intellectual and mental capacity. 
Our Paramguru-pädpadma, Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur, used to 
say, 'bhakti cannot be propagated by a non-devotee by ornamental rhetoric 
language'. 
When a bona fide true devotee, who has the sole purpose of propitiating Çré 
Krishna, reads Bhägavatam, his words are transcendental as such. Then one can feel 
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spiritual and devotional vibration in their soul even if they do not understand its 
meaning. 
 
Worldly educated persons cannot exactly interpret the teachings of a devotee. You 
should hear interpretation also from a true devotee. In this consideration,           is a 
befitting person to interpret as he has a good hold over devotional conclusions and 
has enough knowledge of Bengali and Sanskrit. In short, whatever devotional forms 
we practice, the target should be correct, i.e. the target should be for the satisfaction 
of Çré Krishna and His devotees. We should be very careful in regard to this so that 
we donot miss the target. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru and Gauräìga bless you. We are so-so. Hope this will 
find you all in good health and spirits. My love to you. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - (1) Are there gradations of madhyama adhikäri? (2) Is it 
possible to have a small trace of ruchi during anartha nivritti? If so, how does one tell 
the difference between real and imaginary taste? (3) Does a devotee ever really know his 
stage of advancement i.e. the most advanced devotees seem to claim that they are not at 
all advanced while those that claim to be advanced rarely are? 
 
Stages of devotional development 
 
I am encouraged to know your enquiry to understand a votary's position in the 
stages of devotional development as well as your reference to one verse of 
Bhaktirasämåta Sindhu, Pürva Vibhäg, to enquire about the gradual progress of the 
votary to get the highest stage, 'prema'. 
 
'Adhikäri' means competency. This topic is discussed elaborately in Çrémad 
Bhägavatam, 11th Canto, 2nd Chapter. These three grades of eligibility of the 
votary, kaniñöha, madhyam and uttam, are discussed there.  Havi Muni, one of the 
nine young sons of Çré Rishabhdeva, narrated about this topic to Nimi, the king of 
Videha— 



Association of Sädhus  
 

 
111 

arcäyäm eva haraye 
 püjäà yaù çraddhayehate 
 na tad-bhakteñu cänyeñu 

sa bhaktaù präkåtaù småtaù 
(Çrémad Bhägavatam 11.2.47) 

 
First stage devotee 
 
The votary who worships the Deity of the Supreme Lord, Çré Hari, with faith and 
only for His satisfaction, but does not have the aptitude to worship the devotees and 
also none else, is stated to be in the category of 'präkrita vaiñëava', i.e., low status 
devotee. The first low status worshipper is considered to be a vaiñëava, because of his 
faith that the Supreme Lord is One and by serving the Supreme Lord he is serving 
all demigods and other objects of worship. But, he has no aptitude to serve devotees. 
Where there is no belief in One Supreme Lord or that by serving the Supreme Lord 
all are served, he will not be considered even a kaniñöha vaiñëava. As for example, 
you cannot have the conception of a king without subjects and subjects without a 
king. Both are correlative terms. In like manner, the Supreme Lord and His devotees 
are both interconnected. We cannot have conception of devotees without the 
devoted and devoted without the devotees. So, kaniñöha vaiñëava has no accurate 
knowledge of the conception of the Supreme Lord that He cannot be without the 
devotees. The kaniñöha vaiñëava has the inertia of dullness due to an incomplete 
conception of the Supreme Lord. 
 
Second stage devotee 
 
The second highest category of devotees is madhyam adhikäri vaiñëava. To 
understand the qualification of a madhyam adhikäri, Havi Muni has said:  ‚He is 
entitled to be a madhyam adhikäri, who has love for the Supreme Lord, friendly 
relationships with devotees, compassion for the ignorant and indifference towards 
hostile persons.‛ Actually çuddha bhakti starts from madhyam adhikära because here 
the votary has the aptitude to serve the vaiñëavas. He behaves compassionately to 
the ignorant who are simple hearted and non-deceitful and remains aloof from the 
persons who are hostile, because if he speaks something to them, they will commit 
more offence to God and His personal associates. So, it is better to ignore them 
without discussing anything. Here in madhyam adhikära, we find four kinds of 
behaviour. 
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Highest devotee 
 
Uttam adhikäri vaiñëava is the highest devotee. Havi Muni narrates the qualification 
of uttam adhikäri in this way:  ‚One who sees his own existence and the existence of 
the Supreme Lord in all living beings and realises the existence of all living beings 
in his own self as well as in the Supreme Lord is considered to be the highest 
bhägavat or vaiñëava.‛ 
 

sthävara-jaìgama dekhe, nä dekhe tära mürti 
 sarvatra haya tära iñöa-deva-sphürti 

(Çré Chaitanya Charitämrita, Madhya, 8.273) 
 

‘The Transcendental Divine Love of realised devotees is such that whatever they 
see, immobile things or mobile living beings, they see the manifestation of the divine 
relationship of Krishna everywhere, without seeing their outside external forms.' 
 
The accurate realisation of the highest vaiñëava indicates that he perceives that all 
are connected with the Supreme Lord directly or indirectly, i.e. all are directly or 
indirectly serving the Supreme Lord. 
 
To whatever extent the connection with or realisation of the beauty or sweetness of 
the Supreme Lord exists in the devotees, to that same extent, will be the depth of 
their humbleness. When we see things inferior to us, we shall have the feeling that 
we are superior to them and we shall have vanity. On going through the conditions 
of the three adhikäris as stated above, the votary should judge in which category he 
belongs. 
 
My love to you all. May Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Rädhä-Krishna bless you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Since receiving your last letter I have been trying to study 
(as you suggested) Çréla Rüpä Goswämépad's Çré Upadeçämåta, the purports of Çréla 
Bhaktivinode Öhäkur, Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Öhäkur and Çréla 
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Bhaktivedanta Swämé Mahäräj. So far, I have studied the first four verses several times 
and have some questions  (1) A bona-fide guru must have the 6 urges controlled but 
there is more to his qualifications than this. So why is it stated in 1st verse that such 
person can make disciples? (2) In verse two, we are instructed to avoid association with 
persons who are opposed to bhakti. While living in this mundane world, we are always in 
contact with many people who are opposed to the process of bhakti. As neophyte 
devotees, how should we associate with these people? (3) In verse three, we are told that 
bhakti may be obtained by being enthusiastic, and having patience. But how do we get 
this enthusiasm while staying away from sädhu sanga? (4) My gurudev has instructed to 
me to preach in the local area where I live, therefore I humbly ask for your blessings so 
that I may be able to represent the words of our guru-varga cent-per-cent and promote 
the teachings of my beloved guardians (such as yourself ) with some success. 
 
Practise yukta-vairägya 
 
Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur has said in his explanation of the first verse of 
Upadeçämåta, ‚The conditioned souls who had previous impressions of eternal good 
deeds, i.e., impressions achieved by serving God and His devotees knowingly or 
unknowingly, have the impetus to worship God. By the Lord's grace, coming in 
contact with a bona fide Grace-Incarnate Form guru, one can get the knowledge of 
relationship with the Supreme Lord. That blessed conditioned soul is entitled to go 
through Upadeçämåta written by Çréla Rüpä Goswämé for devotional enhancement. 
But there are two categories of votaries— household devotees and ascetic devotees. 
The first verse to control the six urges is principally required for the household 
devotee. Only those who have controlled the six urges are entitled to be real 
ascetics.‛ But again in his commentary, 'Péyüñavarñiëé Vritti' in Bengali, he has 
stated, ‚When a novice starts the practice of devotion, the above six urges will 
create hindrance to his getting enhancement in devotional practice. The bona fide 
aspirant can remove the hindrances by the association of the pure bona fide 
devotees, by doing Harinäm without the tenfold offences and with exclusive 
submission to God. Devotees practise yukta-vairägya positively by the actual 
renunciation of engaging mind, intellect, words and sense organs in the service of 
the Lord and His devotees and negatively by withdrawing the gross and subtle sense 
organs from the respective material objects. Devotees have no aptitude for 
practising sushka-vairägya (external abnegation without the positive side of 
engaging all sense organs for the service of Krishna). 
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The purpose of Maths 
 
Here by the word 'gåha-tyägi', Bhaktivinode Öhäkur indicates Paramhaàsa Babajis 
like the Sadgoswämés (six Goswämés). But Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté 
Goswämé Öhäkur cogitated that in this Kaliyuga such pure ascetic devotees would be 
very rare. We, ordinary conditioned souls, have no knowledge of hindsight and 
foresight. Çréla Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur realised the gradually deteriorating 
moral state of the conditioned souls in the future, in this black age. Nowadays, the 
aspirants desirous of worshipping the Lord sincerely from the core of the heart will 
find difficulty in performing all devotional forms wholeheartedly, remaining in the 
house. Also, they are not capable of performing bhajan like the realised elevated 
souls, Sadgoswämés, as complete renouncers. 
 
As such, for giving scope to the intending novice votaries, he started establishing 
Maöhs where they can get a congenial atmosphere to perform bhajan. These Maöhs 
are in the middle of complete asceticism on one side and uncongenial disturbed 
household conditions on the other. Çréla Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur, knowing fully 
well about the aspirant's defects and inability to control sense organs, allows him to 
be admitted into the Maöh for starting bhajan, only seeing his slight inclination for 
worship of the Lord. The novice will find a completely better atmosphere in the 
Maöh and congeniality to do all forms of devotion as per scriptural injunctions. Of 
course, enhancement in bhajan will depend on one's sincere intensity. 
 
Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur has stated in his writing, that those who can tolerate the 
urges of senses, can govern the whole world. The word 'sishyät' does not indicate 
making disciples, but indicates the qualification for governing the worldly people. 
 
Sädhu gives mantra to satisfy God 
 
A sincere guru or a sincere sädhu or devotee can never think of himself as guru or 
sädhu who has the right to make disciples and control others. They are the best 
servitors of the Lord and His devotees. The Lord will be satisfied if unfortunate 
conditioned souls, being averse to Him and enveloped by the illusory energy and 
thrown into this pit of births, deaths and unbearable suffering, are rescued and 
brought to the Lotus Feet of the Supreme Lord for their eternal welfare. A true 
devotee of the Lord always sincerely endeavours to serve the Supreme Lord Çré 
Krishna and engage others in His service. When they give Harinäm and mantra to 
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intending aspirants, a third person may see that the sädhu who is giving mantra is 
guru and the aspirant who is taking mantra is disciple. But actually a true devotee or 
guru does not do this with the false ego of being guru or sädhu. The fortunate 
aspirant should recognise a true devotee or true guru by his behaviour and 
movements. Krishna says in the Gétä, 'A sincere votary will never be deceived'. God 
will give him the wisdom to understand a sincere sädhu. 
 
Qualities of a guru 
 
The actual qualities of a guru have been stated in Muëòaka Upaniñad—'çrotriyaà 
and brahma-niñöham.' The aspirant must get Divine Knowledge through a bona fide 
preceptorial channel and from a guru who has practical realisation of the Divinity. 
There are stages of gurus and devotees. In the highest stage, they see their object of 
worship everywhere and all are worshipping Krishna positively and negatively. So 
the highest devotee, uttam bhägavat, cannot actually instruct anybody. The highest 
devotee uttam bhägavat in the pastimes of madhyam bhägavat sees four differences 
namely: 

 God, 
 devotee of the Supreme Lord 
 simple hearted genuine persons who actually want to worship God but 

have no clear knowledge 
 hostile persons 

 
The madhyam bhägavat has love for Krishna, friendly relationships with devotees, 
compassion for the sincere souls and remains aloof from hostile persons. To speak 
elaborately on the basic principles for enhancement of devotion, in a letter, is not 
possible. 
 
The Maöh hospitals 
 
It has been stated earlier that nowadays in this black age so many things of 
attraction have been invented that people become victims of those attractions and 
as a result their minds become diverted. Nobody is to be blamed for this. It is due to 
our own previous actions, that we are getting such an atmosphere and day-by-day, 
deterioration of morality and anti-devotional thinking is increasing. Çréla Bhakti 
Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur, feeling this precarious condition of the 
aspirants to worship the Lord, introduced the system of Maöhs in different places 
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where aspirants can get the company of bona fide sädhus. But here carefully note 
one thing— these Maöhs are like hospitals for the treatment of diseased persons, 
where there must be some spiritual doctors. When there is a lack of association of 
higher status vaiñëavas, devotees should go through the writings of the bona fide 
guruvarga and vaiñëavas. There is no other alternative. Even in a Maöh, there should 
be regular classes of chanting and hearing. Otherwise, the purpose of establishing 
Maöhs will not be fulfilled. God is residing in the heart of every conditioned soul. He 
is Omniscient and Omnipotent. God is everywhere and His personal associates are 
everywhere. They will surely come to help the sincere aspirants. 
 
Purpose of preaching 
 
The purpose of preaching should not be to rectify others. We are to practise çravan 
bhakti, kértan bhakti, smaran bhakti for our own benefit. If we can correct ourselves, 
then preaching will be automatic. It is natural that when we come in contact with 
higher status vaiñëavas, we become more enthusiastic. But it is not practically 
possible to get such company always. Such sädhus are very rare. Under any 
circumstance, a neophyte aspirant should not be disheartened. He should not stop 
bhajan. Praying for the grace of Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur, Çréla Saraswaté 
Goswämé Öhäkur and guruvarga from the core of the heart, they will surely give you 
power to do good to yourself and others. 
 
My love to you all. May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Rädhä-Krishna bless 
you. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Adjust with the environment 
 
I know that he has got good qualities and I have got no doubt in his honesty. I am 
confident that he will tolerate my strong words. 
 
Every conditioned soul in this world has got defects as well as good qualities. 
Gurudev's nectarous saying was 'Vilification or speaking ill of others is prohibited, 
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because by that we pollute our minds. Vaiñëavas never do anything out of a grudge. 
They never like to speak against anybody to belittle them'. Whatever they do, they 
do it for the eternal benefit of others. Vaiñëavas are 'Paramhaàsa'. As a haàsa 
(swan) has got the capacity to extract milk from a mixture of milk and water; 
vaiñëavas always see the good qualities in others and see defects in themselves. If we 
do not see our defects, we cannot rectify ourselves and we cannot have spiritual 
enhancement. When we have got any sort of obstinacy in our mind, if there be 
anything against it, we can become unbalanced and our real purpose of life, to 
worship Çré Krishna, may get lost. We should remember the ideal characters of Çré 
Prahläd Mahäräj and Çré Ambaréña Mahäräj. Under all circumstances and severe 
oppressions, they were calm and serene. 
 
If we see maladjustment, we shall be disturbed and we cannot concentrate on the 
object of worship. We forget for what purpose we have come to the Maöh. We 
should adjust ourselves with the environment; we can never make the environment 
adjusted to us. Whatever we shall decide by our finite intellect will be wrong. 
'Çaraëägati' is the best divine panacea of all diseases and problems. 
 
My love to you all. May All-Merciful Çré Guru & Gauräìga bless you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 



 
Do not blame others 
 
Praying the blessings of Çré Guru-Gauranga-Rädhä-Krisna unto the sincere souls 
desirous of serving Çré Krishna and His devotees. 
 
The Supreme Lord appears in this world in different Forms to give scope to sincere 
devotees to serve Him. Çré vigraha also descends to the unconditionally completely 
surrendered soul. Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur wrote in the first hymn of his 
'Çaraëägati géti kävya grantha', 'Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu out of compassion for all 
living beings, appeared in this world with His personal associates and His 
transcendental realm to bestow the highest transcendental divine love, which is 
very scarce. He taught the forms of çaraëägati which can be manifested in the hearts 
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of those sincere souls who sincerely associate with sädhus i.e. bonafide surrendered 
souls.' We should go through the hymn very carefully and properly practice it 
sincerely. 
 
Gétä 6.40 tells us: 'na hi kalyäëa-kåt kaçcid durgatià täta gacchati' - One who desires 
eternal welfare sincerely, will never have to repent for distress. Gétä 2.47 says: 
'karmaëy evädhikäras te mä phaleñu kadäcana' - We can do bad and good deeds, but 
the fruits of those actions are controlled by the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. Sunéti 
Devi advised her child Dhruva not to blame anybody in this world for his afflictions. 
We reap the fruits of our own actions, others are only instrumental. Dhruva 
immediately accepted the teachings of his mother and effaced from his heart all 
hostile mentality towards anybody in this world and with an undisturbed mind 
chanted the Holy Name— 'O Padmapaläshalochan Hari' from the core of his heart 
and the Supreme Lord was propitiated. The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, who is 
residing in the heart of every living being, is directly protecting Dhruva from all 
calamities. No ferocious jungle beasts could do any harm to the little child. 
Moreover his step mother, his father and all others started weeping profusely for 
him. 
 
Pithy sayings of Viträsura 
 
Our Most Revered Gurudev often used to remind us to remember the pithy sayings 
of Viträsura to Devaräj Indra. The conditioned souls have the greatest defect in that 
what they hear they immediately forget because of their misconception of self which 
is the root cause of all ulterior desires. The first pithy saying of Viträsura is, 'Çré 
Krishna does not bestow worldly property or any wealth of the three worlds to those 
who have got one-pointed causeless devotion to Him and whom Çré Krishna thinks 
his own dear & favorite. Because worldly wealth causes malice, anxiety, mental 
anguish, vanity, quarrel, indulgence in vices. Moreover severe tension is involved in 
acquiring it and preserving the acquired'. We should also remember that Viträsura 
said to Devaräj Indra that even if a sincere devotee, out of ignorance, wants those 
worldly things, the Supreme Lord puts obstacles to it. That hindrance is the actual 
grace of God. It is better we should go through all the pithy sayings of Viträsura 
again and again. 
 
Another method of getting mental calm and serenity, is to at least remember the 
four hymns of glorification of Nåsiàha Bhagavän as well as the Panchatattva and 
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Mahämantra each at least four times while going to bed and while waking up. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga-Rädhä-Krishna bless you.  My love to all 
others. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





No time to criticise others 
 
Our Most Revered Gurudev occasionally warned us by saying that after the 
disappearance of Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and His personal associates as well as 
the prominent vaiñëava äcäryas like Narottam Thäkur, Shyamänanda Prabhu and 
Çrénivas Ächärya, darkness descended on the horizon of çuddha bhakti and many 
pseudo sects cropped up. The renowned saint Totaram Das Babaji Maharäj 
mentioned thirteen pseudo sects - 'äula, bäula, karttäbhajä, neòä, daraveça, säìi, 
sahajiyä, sakhébheké, smärta, jata-gosäïi ativäòé, cüòädhäré, gauräìga-nägaré, tota kahe 
ei tera saìga nähi kori'. Sincere aspirants should be careful to avoid association of the 
pseudo sects. Each of the pseudo sects try to establish that they are preaching 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu's teachings, but actually they are defaming, disrespecting 
and tarnishing the teachings of Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu. 
 
A novice or beginner may be cheated, so our guruvarga refuted their contentions 
with strong words so that sincere souls are not misled and deprived of getting actual 
spiritual devotional benefit. But at the same time, they gave a warning to us: don't 
attack out of personal grudge the persons who are preaching pseudo sects. We are 
not to attack any person in this world as he is from Krishna, by Krishna and in 
Krishna. Sädhus have got no personal grudge to anybody in this world, but for the 
eternal benefit of all, they refute the anti-devotional contentions only to save the 
sincere souls from being misled. If we attack those proponents with hostile 
mentality, their bad qualities will come to us and we will have a spiritual fall. Even if 
those proponents come to the sädhus, sädhus pay respect to them and serve them 
with prasäd because they have got no personal grudge against these people. If they 
sincerely want to hear pure devotional conclusive thoughts, sädhus speak to them 
mildly, establish devotional thoughts and show defects of anti- devotional thoughts. 
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But they remain silent when they find the person has come not to hear sincerely, 
but to show pedantic fits. Çuddha bhaktas do not like idle talks. They have no desire 
to speak unnecessarily because they want to engage themselves fully for the service 
of God and His devotees. They know that at any moment they may leave this most 
perishable world. They are completely disinterested in non-eternal worldly affairs. 
Real aspirants utilise their time for their actual benefit - they find no time to find 
faults and criticise others. 
 
The vaiñëava is paramahaàsa. As a swan can extract milk from a mixture of water 
and milk, vaiñëavas see the good qualities in human beings. Human beings have both 
good and bad qualities in them. When good qualities predominate he is called good 
and when bad qualities predominate he is called a bad person. Emancipated realised 
souls have only good qualities. They are the rarest in this world. The vaiñëava has 
the capacity to see good qualities in all human beings. They have got no propensity 
to see bad qualities in others, but they see bad qualities in themselves. When a 
votary sees his own bad qualities, he can rectify himself. The vaiñëava has got no 
vanity or pride. They give respect to all but do not aspire for respect from others. 
 
The root cause of suffering is false ego and false interests. The material world is 
finite, so if anybody gets some property, others are deprived of it. When human 
beings are taught that they are the physical body, they all try to get the 
requirements of the body and engage in competition against one another. Actually 
the real self is neither the physical body nor subtle material body. Being enveloped 
by material energy they wrongly misconceive. So Indian åñis first tried for material 
property and afterwards they found it only leads to extreme suffering. Actually the 
requirement is Complete Bliss, Who is God - pürëa-sukh - Absolute Bliss or Infinite 
Bliss. Infinite Saccidänanda is Infinite Bliss. If the attention of human beings is 
diverted towards Infinite bliss and if anybody gets Absolute Bliss, others will not be 
deprived of it. According to differential calculus mathematics, infinity minus 
infinity is infinity. Infinite jévas can get infinite bliss. There is no possibility of 
clashing. When one will lose interest for material acquisitions he will become 
indifferent to it. Then no clashing with others will occur. 
 
Ätmä requires ätmä 
 
As long as we shall remain in this world, we should be satisfied with minimum 
material possessions. Ätmä requires ätmä for its sustenance, not anätmä.  Anätmä is 
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foreign to it. If one gets the property of one world, he will have the desire to get 
another. The material world is actually devoid of actual bliss. The material world is 
the shadow of the Supreme Lord, Who is All-Existence All-Knowledge and All-
Bliss. The material world is the outcome of Mäya which means - 'not that'. The 
shadow of a tree has got no actual existence. 
 

tasmäd idaà jagad açeñam asat-svarüpaà 
 svapnäbham asta-dhiñaëaà puru-duùkha-duùkham 

 tvayy eva nitya-sukha-bodha-tanäv anante 
mäyäta udyad api yat sad ivävabhäti 

(Çrémad Bhägavatam 10.14.22) 
 

This entire universe is non-eternal, so it is dream-like (illusory), transitory (not 
permanent), devoid of knowledge, inert and extremely painful. But O Lord Krishna! 
You are All-Existence All-Knowledge and All-Bliss and therefore Infinite. The 
entire universe has been created and destroyed by your inconceivable power, yet it 
appears to be truth actually existing. 
 
The Supreme Lord is Supreme in all aspects. He is Omnipotent, Omniscient, 
Omnipresent and He is All-Bliss. By the grace of Absolute Bliss we can get complete 
bliss. Grace descends to a surrendered soul. All desires of the votary will be fulfilled 
if he takes unconditional total submission to the Supreme Lord. Çréla Bhaktivinode 
Öhäkur has written - 
 

mänasa, deha, geha, yo kichu mora, arpiluì tuyä pade nanda-kiçora!  
ampade vipade, jévane-maraëe, däy mama gelä, tuwä o-pada baraëe 

 märobi räkhobiójo icchä tohärä, nitya-däsa prati tuwä adhikärä 
 

O Supreme Lord Çré Krishna! You can kill me or protect me. You can do whatever 
you want. You have got every right over your eternal servant. 
 





Tolerating rebuke and censure of seniors 
 

I have heard from guruvarga that person is fortunate and blessed, who is rebuked 
and censured by others, especially by senior superior persons, because that will 
destroy all his sins without penance. But the condition is this - the person should 
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have the capacity to tolerate censure. 
 
On the contrary, the person who is always respected and praised by others, is most 
unfortunate, because he has got no scope to get deliverance from the ill-
consequence of sins which he has committed. The conditioned souls of the world are 
always very keen to get respect and praise from others, because of which, they are 
enslaved — enveloped by the illusory energy of the Supreme Lord. 
 
As you are censured by a senior vaiñëava, I don't find any cause of your being 
disappointed and worried. Sädhus do not become worried if they are oppressed by 
others; they become worried if they, by mistake, inflict any kind of harm to any 
person as counter protest. We should always remember the instruction of Sunéti 
Devi and Çré Närada Goswämé to Dhruva, if we want to get the highest objective, 
Krishna-prem, "Don't blame others for your distress. Jévas suffer the same afflictions 
which they inflicted upon others." Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu has taught us how to 
worship Çré Krishna in the third verse of Çikñäñöakam. These instructions are not 
merely for giving advice to others, but we are to practise it in our life. 
 
As you are confident that you have not done wrong to anybody, there is no cause of 
your being disturbed. We have got hold over our actions, but not over the fruits of 
the actions. Fruits are controlled by the Supreme Lord, Who is all good and Who is 
equal to all. 
 
The greatest hurdle to Krishna bhakti is committal of offence at the lotus feet of 
vaiñëavas. We should not neglect paying respects to superior vaiñëavas. Çré 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu never tolerated disrespect to senior vaiñëavas. So, it will be 
unwise to sacrifice eternal benefit for the sake of mundane temporary benefits. 
 



 
Paying respect to senior vaiñëavas 
 
When our guruvarga used to meet and discuss among themselves, we, as disciples, did 
not enter into their conversation. We only entered when they ordered us to meet 
them, because, as a neophyte, we may sometimes misunderstand their behaviour and 
their way of talking and discussion. Always we should understand we are disciples 
and they are our objects of reverence as çikñä gurus. It is still in my mind when our 
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çikñä guru Parampujyapad Çrémad Bhakti Vedanta Swämé Mahäräj was talking with 
our gurumahäräj in the room, I did not enter into that room. After their discussions, 
when Swämé Mahäräj came out from the room and was returning to his place from 
our Maöh at Vrindävan, I had a talk with him at the gate. We should be very careful 
in our behaviour with çikñä gurus and also with senior vaiñëavas and sannyäsés. Çré 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu has taught us in the third verse of Çikñäñöakam that we 
should pay respect to all human beings thinking that our object of worship the 
Supreme Lord is residing in their heart. So, it goes without saying that we should 
pay respect to all vaiñëavas, especially to superior senior vaiñëavas, if we want to do 
Harinäm without offences‛. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I would like to know from you how the vaiñëavas could 
come to a better relationship between each other up to the point of even helping each 
other. With our website we try to promote this type of consciousness and for that we 
need the blessings of all the acharyas. 
 
Vaiñëava relationship 
 
Vaiñëavas are mutually always in the best relationship, otherwise they cannot be 
vaiñëavas. The only target of vaiñëavas is to satisfy Viñëu. By serving Viñëu, they 
give contentment to Viñëu and contentment to all. Prahläd Mahäräj said to his 
father Hiraëyakaçipu, Çrémad Bhägavatam 7.8.9 - 'My dear father! Please give up 
your demoniac mentality. Do not discriminate in your heart between enemies and 
friends; make your mind equipoised towards everyone. Except for the uncontrolled 
and misguided mind, there is no enemy within this world. When one sees everyone 
on the platform of equality, one then comes to the position of worshiping the Lord 
perfectly.' (Translation by Most Revered Çrémad Bhakti Vedanta Swämé Mahäräj) 
 
The last message of Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur to all ascetic 
and household devotees was 'All of you should remain in close co-operation with the 
objective to propitiate the Supreme Lord (Absolute Undivided Knowledge) with 
wholehearted allegiance to the Grace Incarnate form gurudev (äçraya-vigraha), the 
Absolute Counterpart of the Supreme Lord. All of you, with the only object of 
satisfying the Supreme Lord, somehow maintain your livelihood in this most 
perishable non- eternal world. Don't give up worship of God in spite of hundreds of 
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troubles, hundreds of humiliations and hundreds of abuse. Don't be discouraged by 
seeing that most of the conditioned souls in this world are not accepting the service 
of Çré Krishna sincerely, without deceitfulness. Never give up your own worship, 
never give up your only wealth, the –‘be-all and end-all' of your life - hearing and 
chanting of the glories of Çré Krishna. 
 
Always do Harikértan with the qualities of being humbler than a blade of grass and 
more forbearing than a tree.' The root cause of all troubles and sufferings is aversion 
to Çré Krishna. Problems in this world of disunion etc. cannot be removed by 
retaining the nescience. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - If someone has taken sannyäs but is not holding the vows, 
are we still supposed to give our visible praëäms? 
 
Avoid association when not sure of character 
 

api cet su-duräcäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk 
sädhur eva sa mantavyaù samyag vyavasito hi saù  

(Bhagavad Gétä 9.30) 
 

"Even if one commits the most abominable action, if he is engaged in devotional 
service he is to be considered saintly because he is properly situated in his 
determination." 
 
Whether one is engaged in devotional service or not as mentioned above, we will 
know from his characteristics. If the person is sincere in devotion, he will have 
repentance in his heart for his misdeeds. However, if such repentance is not present 
and such wrong behaviour has become his nature then it is a different case. It is 
sometimes difficult to know about his heart's feelings. If we are not sure, then it is 
advised, durächär vaiñëava vandaya na tu sanga yogya. He is still to be given due 
respect but his association should be avoided. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I and my wife have been associating with many devotees of 
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various gurus of different Gauòéya Maöhs and we find it very enlivening. There are 
sometimes incompatibilities between the groups but I offer my sincere respects to all of 
these vaiñëava acharyas whom I view to be çuddha bhaktas. But I am particularly 
attracted to you. 
 
Ulterior desire leads to incompatibilities 
 
Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu preached the All-Embracing and All-Accommodating 
Gospel of Divine Love, i.e. Love for the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and all in 
relation to Çré Krishna. How can the sincere devotees who preach this All-
Embracing Gospel of Divine Love have incompatibilities amongst them? A real 
sädhu sees adjustment in all circumstances, even in contrary circumstances. 
Actually when we miss the target, everything becomes chaos. The target should be 
pure causeless devotion to Çré Krishna for His satisfaction only. There should not be 
any ulterior desire in the mind. Actually realised sincere souls are very scarce in this 
world. The novice, who has started bhajan, can attain this elevated state gradually, 
of course, by the grace of Guru, Vaiñëava and Bhagavän. I am encouraged to know 
that the devotees of different Maöhs or institutions gather together and are doing 
bhajan united. This is good for them and also for the eternal benefit of others, who 
will be encouraged to see this ideal. Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu has emphatically 
declared in His writing the four qualities required for devotees to do Harinäm he 
should be humbler than a blade of grass, more tolerant than a tree, should give 
respect to all and should not desire to get respect from others. We will not get the 
actual benefit if we only memorise these but do not practice. Example is better than 
precept. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - We are a group of disciples of different ächaryas. Some 
devotees complain about                saying that he does not follow vaiñëava siddhänta of 
Gauòéya vaiñëavas. We would like to know your opinion in this regard and your good 
advice how we (as his disciples) should behave with these persons. 
 
Conditioned soul has drawbacks 
 
I am glad to learn that all the devotees                 get together to engage themselves 
in the service of guru, vaiñëavas and Bhagavän. This material universe is the prison 
house of the culprits. Here most of the living beings, almost all, are prisoners. As 
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they are averse to Çré Krishna, they have got this punishment. Actually they are 
eternal servants of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, but due to aversion to Çré Krishna 
caused by misuse of their relative independence, they become entangled in the trap 
of the external deluding potency of Supreme Lord. They have forgotten their 
relation with Çré Krishna and want to enjoy this world. Owing to this offence, they 
passed through cycles of births and deaths and after 8 millions of births in different 
species they have got this precious human birth. God is satisfied by creating human 
beings, as they have got the discriminating power between good and bad, eternal 
and non- eternal. They have got the capacity to worship God, Who is All-Existence 
All-Knowledge and All-Bliss. This human birth is not meant for eating, sleeping, 
defending and mating like beasts and birds. But the fact is, as they passed through 
different species, they enjoyed material pleasures and also suffered tremendous 
afflictions while getting innumerable births and deaths. Every conditioned soul has 
the drawback of the influence of bad impressions imbibed through previous 
innumerable births. But the Lord has given them the capacity to understand the 
distinction between good and bad so human birth is eligible for worshipping God. 
When seeing the drawbacks in the conditioned souls, we should not be 
disheartened. Waves of bad impressions and good impressions exist in the minds of 
the conditioned souls. Only the fortunate votary tries to suppress the evil 
impressions and enhance good impressions. This sort of endeavor of the votary will 
enable them to get the highest objective. Çré Krishna has said in the Gétä, 'A sincere 
soul will never be deceived'. Also He said— 
 

api cet su-duräcäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk 
 sädhur eva sa mantavyaù samyag vyavasito hi saù  

kñipraà bhavati dharmätmä çaçvac-chäntià nigacchati  
kaunteya pratijänéhi na me bhaktaù praëaçyati 

(Bhagavad Gétä 9.30-31) 
 
Even a conditioned soul, who has taken the vow of worshipping Krishna with one- 
pointed devotion, may commit a very abominable sin due to the impact of his 
previous bad impressions. But in spite of that, he should not be considered 'asädhu' 
(Non-sädhu). Of course, he must not give up his exclusive devotion to Çré Krishna 
and should continue worshipping Him. He will ultimately become a virtuous devotee 
and will get eternal peace.' Krishna asked Arjuna to declare solemnly that His 
devotee with one- pointed devotion to Him will never have a spiritual fall. 
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All conditioned souls of the world have got good and bad qualities. When bad 
qualities predominate, his nomenclature is 'bad person' and when good qualities 
predominate, his nomenclature is 'good person'. No conditioned soul can be without 
demerits. Only realised souls are perfect, but they are very rare. It is the instruction 
of our guruvarg that if you are serious about progressing in spiritual or devotional 
worship, don't see defects in other persons, see their qualities. The votary should see 
his own defects. Then he can rectify himself and there will be no fear of committing 
offence to any devotee. A haàsa (swan) has the capacity to take out the milk from 
the mixture of milk and water. Vaiñëavas have got such qualification and for that 
they are regarded as 'Paramhaàsa'. We should carefully go through the divine last 
message of Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur to all ascetic and 
household devotees.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - (1) As devotees our goal is to have one-pointed devotion to 
Çré Krishna and Çrématé  Rädhika and to develop the internal moods of Çré Vrindävan 
dhäm. With this in mind why do devotees place a lot of significance on the chanting of 
prayers to Çré Nrisimhadeva as part of our sädhana? It seems that the two moods of 
worship are contradictory. One in opulence and one in mädhurya, so if we are trying to 
enter the realm of sweetness, why is prominence often placed on the other aspect? (2) 
Also I have another enquiry regarding vaiñëava etiquette. I often feel that I have love for 
Çréla Bhaktivedanta Swämi Prabhupäda and say that I have, but I find that I have no 
love for many of his disciples who very proudly condemn my gurudev and the Gauòéya 
Maöh.  How can I learn to love somebody who causes offense to my spiritual master? 
 
Surrender to Guru 
 
I am in receipt of your letter dated           . You have wanted in your letter 
clarification of your doubts. It is impossible for conditioned souls to remove their 
doubts by their efforts, especially regarding transcendental spiritual matters. The 
significance of the teachings of the bona fide guru, vaiñëava and Bhagavän can only 
be understood by unconditional complete surrender to Them. The sermons of Çréla 
Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur have been preserved and printed as a 
collection of speeches in the books 'Vaktritävali' (four volumes). In the fourth 
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volume, 'To be entitled to hear mantra', he invocated the following verse of 
Svetasvatära Upaniñad for Vyäsa Püjä: 
 

yasya deve parä bhaktir yathä deve tathä gurau, 
 tasyaite kathitä hy arthäù prakäçante mahätmanaù 

 
Only to one who has got sincere devotion to the Supreme Lord Bhagavän and the 
same devotion to a bona fide guru, the implication of the Vedas will be revealed. 
 

Of course it is also true, if you want quality, you cannot get quantity and if you have 
the desire to increase the number, you are to sacrifice quality. Mahädeva has said to 
Pärvati Devi— 
 

guravo bahavaù çanti çiñyavittäpahärakäù 
 durlabhaù sadgururdevi, çiñyasantäpahärakaù 

 
There may be many so called gurus in this world to squeeze money from disciples, 
but a bona fide guru, who can remove the drawbacks and sufferings of disciples, is 
very rare. 
 

Special kaliyuga 
 
Qualitatively, a bona fide guru and a bona fide votary are rarely to be found. Çré 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu has advised us to perform one-pointed exclusive causeless 
devotion to Çré Krishna. You will find evidence in the fourth verse of Çikñäñöaka 
written by Him. The Highest Sweet Form of the Supreme Lord - Nandanandan Çré 
Krishna, appears in this universe only once in one day of Brahmä. Finite human 
beings cannot calculate the span of life of a day of Brahmä. The span of life of 
fourteen Manus is equal to one day of Brahmä. Nandanandan Krishna has appeared 
in the 28th chaturyuga of Vaivasvata Manvantara (7th Manvantara) in the Dväpara 
Yuga. Nandanandan Krishna only performs sweet pastimes with His own personal 
associates in the above mentioned special Dväpara Yuga. But just after that Dväpara 
Yuga, in the same Manvantara, in the next Kaliyuga, by taking the complexion and 
mood of worship of Rädhäräëé, Nandanandan Krishna appears as Gauräìga 
Mahäprabhu to distribute the highest Krishna-prem to all, irrespective of caste, 
creed and religion, even to beasts and birds, without consideration. So, He is the 
Most Munificent Form of Godhead. You are to go through the verse of Vidagdha-
Mädhav written by Çréla Rüpä Goswämé:- 
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anarpita-caréà cirät karuëayävatérëaù kalau 

 samarpayitum unnatojjvala-rasäà sva-bhakti-çriyam 
 hariù puraöa-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandépitaù 
sadä hådaya-kandare sphuratu vaù çacé-nandanaù 

 
Aversion to Krishna got us material relations 
 
Here the words 'anarpita-caréà cirät' mean that the highest Krishna-prem was not 
given for a long period. We are very fortunate that we have taken birth in this very 
Kaliyuga and close to the appearance time of Gauräìga Mahäprabhu. All sweet 
delightful relations are manifested only in Nandanandan Çré Krishna. Actual 
relations of master and servant, bosom friendship, parental affection, consorthood 
of love, all kinds of delightful relations exist only with Him. By misuse of relative 
independence, when the conditioned souls become averse to Çré Krishna, they come 
in contact with the material universe or planets and are attracted by the apparent 
dazzling beauty of the creation created by the Lord's external potency, jump into 
this world for enjoyment and get entangled in non-eternal undesirable material 
relations. As long as they have misidentification of the self, i.e., they think that they 
are material bodies, there is every possibility of the tendency to enjoy this world. 
This world is the perverted reflection of the Transcendental Highest Spiritual 
Realm Vrindävan dhäm. That sweet relation, which is the highest in Vrindävan 
dhäm, is the lowest in this material world. There is apprehension that in the name of 
gopi-prem, we may  indulge in non-eternal man and woman relation. For that reason, 
realised vaiñëava äcäryas have warned us. Çréla Rüpä  Goswämé  has  written  about  
Rädhä-prem  in  the  last  verse  of  his  book 'Upadeçämåta', but we should carefully 
note from where he started. In the first two verses 'väco vegam…' and 'atyähäraù 
prayäsaç ca…' he has warned us strongly. We should also go through the 
commentaries of Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur and Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté 
Goswämé Öhäkur. If we do not understand the gradual procedure, the result will be 
reverse. It is very difficult to write about all points. Direct contact is necessary. 
 
The obstacles to pure devotion for a neophyte aspirant are attraction for money, sex 
connection and name and fame. If anybody has such attraction, he cannot get 
çuddha-bhakti, what to speak of Prem-bhakti of Vrindävan. So Çré Krishna has 
appeared as Narasiàhadeva to rescue the conditioned souls from such attractions. 
Narasiàhadeva has killed Hiraëyakaçipu. 'Hiraëya' means gold or money. 'Kaçipu' 
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means 'Bed' signifying sex enjoyment and along with that is also desire for name and 
fame. Narasiàhadeva will kill this demon existing in our hearts. Of course, Prahläd 
is also existing in our hearts. So, Narasiàhadeva not only removes obstacles, but also 
gives pure devotion. 
 
The Supreme Lord is one. He cannot be more than one. He is Infinite and Absolute. 
If we think anything can be outside the Absolute, then the Absolute will lose His 
position. So, ontologically God is one. But He has got infinite manifestations. His 
everything is infinite - infinite creations, infinite created worlds, infinite 
transcendental realms etc. As per the degree of submission of the aspirant, the 
Lord's transcendental qualities will descend to him. But that is not the end. Nobody 
can finish realisation of the Supreme Lord. It will go on ad infinitum. 
 
Sädhu's mind cannot be diverted 
 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu in His third verse of Çikñäñöakam has taught us that to 
perform Harinäm without tenfold offences, we should have these four qualities: we 
should be humbler than a blade of grass, more forbearing than a tree, should not 
have the desire of getting name and fame from others and should give respect to all 
in the consideration that our object of love Çré Krishna is existing in the heart of 
every living being. It is good for sincere aspirants to rectify themselves by 
condemning or subduing their own evil deeds and thoughts. Only then, by their own 
ideal character, can they warn others in regard to these. A bona fide sädhu cannot 
have any kind of hostile mentality to anybody or any living being in this world. He 
may condemn the evil practices or doings but he has got no enmity to the persons 
who are doing such sinful acts. So sädhus are always calm and serene. Nobody in this 
world can divert his mind from his concentrated devotion to Lord. 
 

Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu has taught us by His own life. Although He knew that 
Ramchandra Puri committed offence to Mädhavendra Puri, He did not go to 
discipline Ramchandra Puri because he was a godbrother of His gurudev Isvara Puri. 
We commit a Himalayan blunder when we become hostile to anybody in this world 
by seeing his bad practices and bad actions. We have got no grudge over any person 
but we do not support the evil practices. We should condemn those practices. You 
will find example of this in Çrémad Bhägavatam. Dhruva, in his childhood, accepted 
the teachings of his mother and Närada completely and effaced from his heart all 
hostile mentalities against his stepmother, revered father or anybody in this world. 
Without hostile mentality to anybody, when he called Näräyaëa, he got His grace. 
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Näräyaëa appeared in the forest as Närada. 
We  are so  so. Hope this will find you all in good health and spirit. My love to you 
all.  
 

Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 
Hate the sin, not sinner 
 
N.B.: After the disappearance of Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and His personal 
associates and subsequently Narottam Öhäkur, Çyämänand Prabhu and Çrénivas 
Ächärya, darkness descended on the horizon of the Gauòéya sampradäya and many 
pseudo sects cropped up in the name of real propagation of Chaitanya Mahäprabhu's 
message of Divine Love. By discerning the abominable activities of those pseudo 
sects, the learned and respectable residents of Bengal lost their faith in the 
teachings of Chaitanya Mahäprabhu. Totaräm Das Babaji, one of the prominent 
saints of Navadwép, mentioned the names of those pseudo sects— 'äula, bäula, 
karttäbhajä, neòä, daraveça, säïi, sahajiyä, sakhébheké, smärta, jata-gosäïi, ativäòé, 
cüòädhäré, gauräìga-nägaré, tota kahe ei tära saìga nähi kori'. Although all authentic 
scriptures - the Bhägavatam, the Vedas, the Upanishads, Chaitanya Charitämrita, 
Chaitanya Bhägavat and other writings of the powerful sad-goswämés are existing, 
nobody could understand their actual implication. Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, on 
seeing the despicable condition of the conditioned souls, out of compassion sent His 
own personal associates Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur (Kamal Manjari) and Çréla 
Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur (Nayanmani Manjari) to the world, 
who wrote hundreds of books in different languages refuting all anti-devotional 
conclusive thoughts and evil practices in the name of Chaitanya Mahäprabhu's pure 
Divine Love. Many so-called devotees started strong vehement vilification of the 
persons who preached Chaitanya Mahäprabhu's teachings wrongly. But then, all the 
defects and abominable nature of those pseudo sects rebounded and made these so-
called devotees, who vilified the proponents of the above pseudo sects, even more 
condemnable and abominable. Our Most Revered Gurudev Nitya-lélä-pravistha Oà 
Viñëupad Çré Çrémad Bhakti Dayita Mädhav Goswämé Mahäräj occasionally used to 
caution us against disparaging the persons of the pseudo sects but to be careful of 
our own eternal welfare, saying we should remain aloof from such evil company and 
should also condemn the evil practices, but without any personal grudge to anybody. 
We commit a gross mistake when we reprimand those proponents, persons of anti-
devotional ideologies, because in reaction there is fear of our being contaminated 
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with those evil thoughts. We should censure the anti-devotional thoughts or 
practices but not the persons. Any kind of hatred to any person will be an obstacle 
to our spiritual amelioration. That we should not do under any circumstance. The 
conditioned souls, worldly people, behave like this and quarrel amongst themselves. 
But a realised sincere sädhu never does this. 
 





Life in the maöh 
 

When inmates of the Maöh have the aptitude for staying independently by the use 
of their relative independence, it will become difficult for them to stay with 
devotional restrictions and submission to vaiñëavas. It is sure that they cannot get 
actual bliss and eternal benefit by staying independently. At least if we can 
somehow stay within the precincts of the Maöhs established by His Divine Grace 
Çréla Guru Mahäräj, knowingly or unknowingly our energy will be devoted for the 
service of the Presiding Deities installed by Çréla Guru Mahäräj. Our life may be a 
bit successful. But if we stay outside, our life may be totally baffled. If we can serve 
the presiding Deities of His Divine Grace Çréla Guru Mahäräj with steadfast 
devotion, our life will be fully successful. His Divine Grace Çréla Guru Mahäräj, the 
personal associate of Çré Krishna Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, has manifested his dearest 
object of worship before us to give scope to us to serve Them. 
 
The Maöh-rakshaka (temple-president) should be tolerant; otherwise he cannot keep 
sevakas who are voluntary servitors. We should be sympathetic to all Maöh-sevakas 
and try to retain them. It is very bad and anti-devotional to speak ill of one to 
another. There may be frailties and drawbacks in sädhakas. We should, as true 
friends, try to rectify them with sympathy. Can anybody say with assertion that he is 
completely defectless? If we take out hairs from the blanket, it will be finished. 
 
Behaviour cannot be imposed upon persons. It should come from within. Inmates of 
the Maöh are voluntary servitors. They serve for their devotional progress. Service 
by paid persons is not actual service; it is a kind of profession. Combined publication 
of magazines is a good method to bring relation of hearts amongst member-
organisations. 
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Highest teachings of Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur 
May All Merciful Çré Guru, Gauräìga Rädhä Krishna bless you. 
 
I am very glad to see your tremendous respect to our Most Revered Gurudev Nitya-
lélä-praviñöa Oà Viñëupad 108 Çré Çrémad Bhakti Dayita Mädhav Goswämé Mahäräj. 
Our Most Revered Gurudev clearly said to all His disciples by His forcible teaching 
– ‚You are not to do anything except, and only except propagating the teachings of 
Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur in different languages of the world.‛ Actually, the daily 
teachings of Krishna bhakti are by Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur. 
 
Çréla Most Revered Gurudev, by seeing my non-belief of the transcendental poems 
by Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur – Çaraëägati, Kalyäëa-kalpataru Gétävalé, Géta-mälä, 
ordered me to go through the teachings of Kalyäëa-kalpataru. I went through that. 
After half an hour, my heart had been choked. After that my mind had changed. 
 
So it is my desire, don't be disheartened, go through the extra-ordinary prayers. 
 

Çaraëägati prayers 
1.   çré-krishna-chaitanya prabhu dayä kara more 
2.   bhuliyä tomäre saàsäre äsiyä 
3.   mänasa, deha, geha, jo kichu mora 
4.   ätma-nivedana tuyäpaòekori 
5.   sarvasva tomär, caraëe saàpiyä, 
6.   tumi sarveçvareçvara, brajendra-nandan 
7.   rädhä-kunòa-taöa-kuïja-kuöéra 
8.   hari he! prapaïce poòiyä,  agati hoiyä, 
 
Kalyäëa-kalpataru prayers 
1.   ore manä, bhälo nähi läge e saàsära 
2.   durlabha mänava-janma labhiyä saàsäre 
3.   jévana-samäpt-käle koribo bhajana, 
4.   amé to durjana ati sadäduräcära 
5.   bhavärëave pa'de mor äkula parän 
6.   ämär samän hina nähi e saàsäre 
7.   çuno, he raçika jäna, krishna-guëä agaëana, 
 
Go through these transcendental poems in detail. You will be rescued from worldly 
attachments. 
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My love to you all.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - At this moment my whole material and spiritual life is 
messed up. I feel I need to make some adjustments in my life. I do not know how to do it, 
because I am afraid that I will make things only worse. Please advise me how to continue 
with my sädhana in a more balanced way. Can You advise whether to come to India or 
not this time? 
 
Take shelter of guru 
 
In Padma Puräëa it is mentioned – 
 

guravo bahavaù santi çiñya-vittapaharakah 
durlabhah sad- guruà devi çiñya-santä-pahärakäù 

 
O Devi, there are many gurus who are expert in plundering the wealth of their 
disciples, but it is very rare to find a bona fide guru, who can remove the miseries of 
his disciples. Getting a bona fide guru is not so easy. It is very difficult. A guru who 
desires worldly opulence is not an actual guru. You should realize the position of a 
guru. Actually, I am not a guru. Our gurudev is actual guru. I told them (aspirants, 
votaries) to accept His shelter; not to accept my shelter. Because it is my Gurudev's 
order, I have to instruct everyone to take His shelter. If you take shelter to Him and 
surrender to Him, then everything will come automatically. We should surrender to 
a pure devotee. Then those transcendental feelings will descend to us. Without the 
mercy of devotees it cannot happen. It cannot be attained from non-devotees. 
 
This world is filled with non-devotees. They see only material things. We are 
surrounded by worldly people. We see them and desire worldly benefits. If we do not 
get worldly benefit then we become disturbed. Internally we want worldly benefit; 
we do not want Him (Çré Krishna), actually. If anybody wants Him, then he will not 
give any kind of blame to anybody. Never. He thinks, 'I am the cause of my 
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difficulties. Nobody else is the cause.' Dhruva had been taught, 'You should not have 
any kind of hostile mentality to anybody in this world. If you have such hostile 
mentality, you will not get Supreme Lord.' And immediately he finished (effaced) 
everything from his heart and chanted (the Lord's name). We should not blame 
others. 
 
You can come to India. If Lord wishes you will get sädhu-sanga. Sädhu-sanga cannot 
be attained everywhere. It is not so easy. But when one will become fit, he will have 
the tendency to come and he will have an opportunity to get such company of 
sädhus. Now we are surrounded by worldly things totally. So we are not giving our 
whole-hearted attention or whole-hearted mentality to Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. 
We are giving our mind to worldly things. So those things will come. They will be 
prominent. And that will disturb you. Actually it is very difficult to get a real 
devotee in this world. Very difficult. When Nitya-lélä-praviñöa Oà Viñëupad 108 Çré 
Çrémad Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Öhäkur Prabhupäd was present, those who came 
in His touch immediately accepted. After His disappearance they found that they 
had become powerless. How? Previously they were going everywhere without fear. 
When they were in contact with Him they were fearless but after He disappeared 
they felt powerless. They experienced this. But those who want to get the actual 
benefit, they will try to do bhajan inspite of that. 
 
Human birth is rare 
 
We have got His teaching. He had instructed, 

labdhvä sudurlabham idaà bahu-sambhavänte 
mänuñyam arthadam anityam apéha dhéraù 

türëaà yateta na pated anumåtyu yävan 
niùçreyasäya viñayaù khalu sarvataù syät  

(Çrémad Bhagavatam 11.9.29) 
 

'After innumerable births, we have been born as human beings. Therefore, this 
human birth is very rare. Although it is impermanent, it bestows the highest benefit 
of serving Supreme Lord and to get the highest object permanently. It is the actual 
duty of all human beings to try utmost to achieve the highest welfare. Therefore a 
person who has got the actual knowledge will endeavor for highest eternal welfare 
before another death occurs because in all other births we can get connection with 
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non-eternal worldly objects, which cause intense suffering. But the actual eternal 
welfare is not possible in other births.' 
 
Çréla Prabhupäd had commented on this verse for one month. He instructed to all 
those who went to Him, asked them to stay there itself and stopped them from going 
home. They stayed there only. Can we do? It is not so easy. 
 
You should submit your prayers to Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and Çrématé  Rädhä 
Rani – Çré Rädhä krishna, ‚You kindly rescue me.‛ Then you will be rescued. He will 
rescue anybody if prayed from the heart. Perform püjä, pray to Çré Rädhä krishna. 
By your own efforts you will not get. When the impetus to serve Supreme Lord will 
come to you, you will be sent to a person where you will get more impetus. Without 
your wanting how He (Lord) will come? Actually we want worldly things. We may 
show from outside but from inside there is no feeling. It is difficult for them (may be 
referring to devotees outside India) because they will not find actual devotee. In this 
world all are surrounded by material people. 
 
Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur has said that the devotion we perform will never be lost. 
Those who desire from inside will get Supreme Lord for sure. After the 
disappearance of Mahäprabhu many apa-sampradäyas (non-bona fide paths) have 
cropped up but now it will not happen again. He said that. So you have to take this 
opportunity. 
 
You should meditate on the following bhajan by Sachidändanda Çréla Bhaktivinode 
Öhäkur: 
 

jibana-samapti-kale koribo bhajana, 
ebe kori grha-sukha' 

kakhan e katha nahi bole vijna-jana, 
e deha patanonmukha 

 
Those who have got the actual spiritual knowledge will never say, 'At the end of my 
life I shall perform bhajan, but now I want to have mundane worldly pleasures' 
because they know that this body is perishable any moment. 
 

aji va sateka varse avasya marana, 
niscinta na thako bhai 
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yata sighra para, bhajo sri-krishna-charana jivaner thik nai 
 

Death certainly must come - either today or in about hundred years, so do not 
remain in unworried state. Begin worshiping the lotus feet of Krishna as early as 
possible, because it is not certain when we will get human birth again. We may 
become bird, beast or anything. Whatever we think at the time of death, we'll 
become that. We should not waste this human life like birds and beasts. Only a 
human being can have the knowledge about eternal and non-eternal and can 
perform bhajan. If there is no knowledge how can we perform bhajan? Nobody can 
say for sure that we'll get this opportunity again. You have to consider it's value. 
 

samsar nirvana kori' ja'bo ami vrindavana 
 rina-troy sodhibare koritechi suyatana 

 

'I shall settle (take care of) my worldly life and later I shall go to Vrindävana. To 
purify myself of the three debts (debt to parents, debt to sages, debt to other human 
beings) I shall endeavor very hard now'. 
 

e asay nahi prayojana 
emon durasa vase, ya'be prana avasese, 
na hoibe dina-bandhu charana-sevana 

 

Such hopes are useless. By the influence of such undesirable longings or desires, your 
life will depart in the end without serving the lotus feet of déna-bandhu, the dear 
most Friend of the fallen. 
 

yadi sumangala chao, sada krishna-nama gao, 
grihe thako, vane thako, ithe tarka akarana 

 

If you want the supreme eternal welfare, then just chant the Holy name of Çré 
Krishna always whether you live in the house or in the forest. All other arguments 
are simply useless. 
 
Inspite of all your difficulties, I have got the hope that I'll get your company for our 
spiritual benefit. 
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Sincerely submit to the Lord 
 
Praying for blessings of Çré Guru-Gauranga and Çré Rädhä-Krishna unto the sincere 
souls desirous of serving Çré Krishna and His devotees.  
 
Received your letter dated           when I was at Çré Mäyäpur, Ishodyan during Çré 
Navadwép dhäm parikrama. Also I received one affectionate letter from your mother 
in Bengali. I wrote in my letter to her briefly about all my circumstances including 
serious health condition in the month of August in the year 2006. By Çré Krishna's 
desire, I got back my life. 
 
Birth, duration of life in this world, and death are controlled by the Supreme Lord. 
Submission to the will of the Lord is the only way of getting bliss. Conditioned souls 
have got numerous desires and when their desires are not fulfilled, they become 
unbalanced. By going through your letter, I was reminded of the pithy saying of our 
Most Revered Gurudev Nitya-lélä-pravishtha Çrémad Bhakti Dayita Mädhav 
Goswämé Mahäräj when I met Him in Calcutta, Hazra Road, Gauòéya Maöh. By the 
grace of the All-Merciful Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, I came in contact with the 
Grace-Incarnate Form of Krishna - Gurudev - at Goalpara, Assam at my birth-place. 
Here I do not want to go in detail about my questions and correspondence with 
Him. I decided to renounce household life and met Him in Hazra Road, Calcutta 
Maöh. I told Him I have become too much indifferent to worldly relations, which are 
so perishable. I openly expressed my heart to gurudev, saying that although I am 
indifferent to worldly relations, I also have the propensity of sense-enjoyment. I 
asked whether it was proper for me to renounce household life in this condition. 
Gurudev, in reply to this question, said no conditioned souls of this world could 
definitely say that they are completely detached from worldly desires. They should 
sincerely submit to the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, Who can rescue them from the 
clutches of Mäyä (the illusory energy of the Supreme Lord). Gurudev expressed His 
strong desire that I should renounce the house and join the institution. After that I 
decided to join the institution, without seeking permission of the family members. 
 
I also heard gurudev speaking in regard to this from the Gétä: Arjuna asked Krishna, 
caïcalaà hi manaù kåñëa - ‚My mind is too restless. It seems almost impossible for 
me, a conditioned soul, to control my restless mind as it is impossible to control the 
air- current.‛ Çré Krishna in reply said, 'I admit that surely it is difficult to control 
the mind, but it is not impossible. You are very powerful. You can control the mind 
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by abhyäsayoga (repeated practice) and vairägya (detachment). There are two 
significant aspects of vairägya— (1) practice of detachment to non-eternal things of 
this world and (2) attachment to the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. As much 
attachment we shall have for Krishna, so much actual detachment to non-eternal 
things we can get automatically. 
 
No time factor in the spiritual sky 
 
To understand the time factor, we are to very carefully note the instruction given 
about it in the authentic scriptures of India. There are two kinds of sky - material 
sky and transcendental sky. In the material sky there exist three states of time factor 
– past, present and future. But in the transcendental spiritual sky there exists no 
past or future, only present. As long as we are in the grip of material egos, being 
enveloped by the illusory energy consisting of the three primal qualities, rajaù, sattva 
and tamaù, we are in the grip of material time - past, present and future (by rajaù-
guëa living beings are created, by sattva-guëa they are sustained and by tama-guëa 
they are destroyed). 
 
Words uttered in the material sphere with material egos are material words which 
will give us contact with non-eternal things and relations causing bondage and the 
threefold sufferings - (1) physical and mental sufferings (2) sufferings caused by 
other living beings (nowadays horrifying sufferings are inflicted by the human 
beings themselves) and (3) natural calamities. Transcendental realised souls can 
utter transcendental sound which will give us contact with the Eternal Blissful 
Entity, the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and His devotees. If we associate with worldly 
people we shall hear worldly words and our minds will be attached to non-eternal 
things of this world. Provided we associate with realised souls, we will be in contact 
with transcendental sounds with transcendental rhythm which can awaken the 
eternal real nature of the soul viz. eternal pure devotion to the Supreme Lord. 
 
sakarma phala bhuk pumän - Human beings will reap the fruits of their own actions. 
It is stated in the Gétä, 'karmaëy evädhikäras te, mä phaleñu kadäcana' - every 
conscious living being has got relative independence (thinking, feeling and willing). 
By the good or bad use of relative independence, they can do good or bad acts. Fruits 
of the actions are controlled by the Supreme Lord. We commit a Himalayan blunder 
when we blame others for our own sufferings. 
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Nämakértan is the best 
 
It is written in the letter to your mother in Bengali that association of a bona fide 
çuddha bhakta, pure devotee, is essential - 'tato duùsaìgam utsåjya satsu sajjeta 
buddhimän, santa eväsya chindanti mano-vyäsaìgam uktibhiù', Çrémad Bhägavatam 
11.26.26. For getting actual fruit, you are to practice navada-bhakti as stated by 
Prahläd Mahäräj in the seventh canto of Çrémad Bhägavatam, or the five forms of 
devotion as taught by Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, namely sädhu sanga (association 
of bona fide sädhus), näma-kértan (chanting of the Holy Name), bhägavat çravan 
(hearing of Çrémad Bhägavatam), Mathura väs (residing in Mathura Dhäm) and 
çraddhaya çrimürti seva (worship of Deities with firm faith). Out of them nämakértan 
is the best in Kaliyuga. 
 
More when we meet. My love to you. May All-Merciful Çré Çré Guru Gauräìga 
Rädhä- Krishna bless you. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Trading devotion 
 
His Divine Grace, Most Revered Çréla Gurudev Çré Çrémad Bhakti Dayita Mädhav 
Goswämé Mahäräj, (Founder-President of Çré Chaitanya Gauòéya Maöh, Registered 
Institution), on the auspicious day of the holy advent of Çré Nityänanda Prabhu, 
13th February, 1965, while He was on a preaching tour in North-East Assam, from 
Hailakandi, Kachhar, sent His instructive message to His godbrother, Çrémad 
Jagamohan Das Brahmachäré, the then Math-in-charge of Çré Chaitanya Gauòéya 
Maöh, Calcutta and also the manager of 'Çré Chaitanya Väëé', Bengali Monthly 
Magazine, to publish his instruction in the said magazine. Gurumahäräj wanted that 
His message should not be confined only to ascetic Maöh-members, but it is also for 
the household devotees, subscribers of the magazine, as well as others who are eager 
to get enhancement in pure devotion: — 
 
There are many categories of servitors (worshippers). Amongst them, three 
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principal categories  (1) servitors inspired by intense love, (2) servitors urged by 
obligation of duty and (3) servitors encouraged by selfish worldly interests. 
 
The last category of the servitors mentioned above cannot be stated to be pure 
servitor because the relationship there of the served and servitor is non-eternal. 
Service will be stopped there if the worldly interest is not fulfilled. The relationship 
of the servitor with the Served - 'God' - is severed. It is somewhat like trading. Here 
acceptance of service is outward show and is only meant for fulfillment of mundane 
benefits. As the worldly interest is non-eternal, the relation between the Served and 
the so-called servitor is not permanent. Therefore this sort of conditional service 
certainly is not the performance of service which exists in the Eternal Spiritual 
Realm. This last category of service is only an endeavour within the domain of 
karma (actions sanctioned by the Vedas). 
 
Independent but dependent 
 
The first category of service is very pure and eternal. The second category of the 
service, although not inspired by pure love, but by obligation of the sense of duty 
and devotional rules sanctioned by the scriptures, is also eternal and stable. Service 
inspired by pure love and service by the obligation of the sense of duty and 
scriptural prescript are accepted as service. These two are 'Räga-bhakti' and 'vaidhi-
bhakti'. Service is eternal in both these two categories of servitors and the 
relationship between Served and servitor is eternal. 
 
A pure servitor is independent but that independence is subject to the fulfillment of 
the desires of God, i.e., inspired by love of God. Therefore, some subscribe to the 
view that the pure servitor is also dependent. Although a räga-bhakta is bound by 
pure devotion to God (the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna), there is no lack of his 
independence to serve. What is understood by the word 'arbitrariness' does not exist 
in a pure devotee. A servitor is not a wooden doll. The servitors are spiritual 
entities. The freedom of the servitor is eternally admitted, but that independence is 
never used against the service of God— the object of service. 
 
Service is delightful, not insensible 
 
Rasa (pure bliss) originates from the eternal, delightful, love relationship of two 
independent spiritual entities. That extraordinary bliss originating from the eternal, 
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delightful, sweet relationship elates both the served and the servitor. The devotees 
and the devoted both are unable to bear the pangs of separation from each other. 
Sometimes it is perceived that separation is necessary to increase the intensity of 
love originating from the sweet, delightful relationship. This certainly exists in 
Spiritual Transcendental Pastimes. Diversity of service is perfectly observed 
amongst pure servitors. There is a gradual progress of the degrees of splendour of 
different delightful relationships—däsya (master-servant relationship), säkhya 
(bosom-friendship relationship), vätsalya (parental relationship) and känta 
(consorthood relationship). There is no want of intent or inclination of service in 
any of these modes of worship. Devotional service is perceptible and delightful and 
not insensible. As such, realised äcäryas give the definition of bhakti as cognition 
embraced with the essence of exhilarating potency. 
 
No designation matches a devotee's dignity 
 
The status of a devotee of God or the status of a genuine servitor is even desired by 
eminent demigods. No less fortunate person can get the designation of being a 
servitor of the Supreme Lord. No designation within this Brahmäëòa (cosmos) can 
be equal to the dignified status of a devotee of the Lord. Those who have no 
knowledge of the Supreme Lord— Absolute Reality, Who is All-existence All-
knowledge and All-bliss — cannot have the capacity to understand the dignity of a 
devotee. Therefore, they are nothing but worthless persons who disrespect a devotee 
out of ignorance and without knowledge of the Truth. Actually, they are trampling 
their own good fortune under their feet by considering the servitor of God as a 
lower status person. Servitors subdue the Served according to the degree of their 
service. 
 
The Supreme Lord, the Possessor of six-fold opulences namely totality of wealth, 
power, fame, beauty, knowledge and renunciation, is the root cause of creation, 
preservation and destruction within infinite Brahmäëòas. But those who have 
conquered the Supreme Lord, Who is the cause of all causes, and subdued Him by 
pure love, are so great that they are beyond comprehension. The status of such pure 
devotees is the highest in the Brahmäëòa. 
 
The surest and best way 
 
Contact with a genuine servitor will bring us close to the Supreme Lord. Service to 
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the servitor bestows service to his object of service, the Supreme Lord, and subdues 
Him. For this reason, wise persons always carry out the orders of the servitors of the 
Supreme Lord to get their objective. A genuine sädhu associates with a bhakta and 
becomes his servitor. The servitor of the bhakta will certainly get bhakti and realised 
status. 
 
A devotee of the Supreme Lord devises many ways to give scope of service to the 
votaries who want eternal welfare, according to their eligibility. This opportunity of 
service will gradually make them eligible to get bhagavad-prem. Service of bhakta is 
the surest and best way of attaining God. 
 



 

 

 
 





 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PART  V 

Realising the Infinite 
 
 

A surrendered soul cannot say that his realisation of the Supreme Lord and 
gurudeva is final, what to speak of conditioned souls. The realisation of God and His 

Personal Associates has no end; it will go on ad infinitum. 
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My love to you all. 
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PART  VI 

Practicing Devotion in Family Life 
 
 
Mundane relations are not actual relations; worldly relations are always changeable. 
Our actual relationship is with the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. Household devotees, 
both man and woman, should always think that the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is the 
actual owner of the house, husband, wife and children. All family members are the 

servitors of Çré Krishna. 
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For householders 
 
A household devotee should lead his household life for the service of Çré Krishna 
and His devotees, relinquishing all anti-devotional acts and habits. Çré Krishna is the 
Master of the house and the inmates of the house are His servitors. It is the 
instruction of Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu to gåhasta vaiñëavas: 
 
1)          To do Harinäma, 
2)         To serve vaiñëavas and 
3)          To worship Deities 
 
If there is any difficulty in performing archan of Deities, they must serve vaiñëavas 
and do näma-saìkértana. With the association of çuddha bhaktas they will get 
inspiration. It will be a reminder to them that their life is for the service of Çré 
Krishna and for nothing else. It is very difficult for a householder to remain totally 
aloof from the transitory surroundings and the influence of the temporary physical 
relations. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - (1) Çréla Sachidänanda Bhaktivinode Öhäkur has written 
that one should follow the varëäçrama dharma until one has transcended the material 
plane. But in western countries such a system does not exist. How should I conduct my 
activities in such case so that there will be no hindrance in my bhajan? 
(2) My mother is organising weekly meetings for devotees. Please give us some advice on 
how to perform those meetings. 
(3) Who do you think should translate the Holy biography of Çréla Bhakti Dayita 
Mädhav Goswämé Mahäräj for centennial celebrations? 
 
A prison house 
 
Received your letter and noted the contents. 
 
Our previous guru, Çréla Sachidänanda Bhaktivinode Öhäkur, has described this 
material world as a prison house where the souls who are averse to the Supreme Lord 
are hurled down as prisoners. Prisoners cannot expect to find actual abiding peace in 
this prison house of the world. If someone still considers worldly sensuous 
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enjoyments to be good, that reflects the severity of the disease in that person. Çréla 
Bhaktivinode Öhäkur has stated in his hymn about this material world: 'I do not like 
this world, which is replete with birth, death and infirmity. Worldly wealth and 
relationships with wife, children etc are all non-eternal and do not belong to 
anyone. The relationships with parents, wife, children, brothers, sisters and others 
that appear real now will vanish after death. 
 
After passing through 8,000,000 species, we have attained the precious human birth, 
which is the competent boat to cross over this ocean of births and deaths and the 
threefold afflictions. God has granted the power of discrimination to human beings 
to be able to distinguish between good and bad, eternal and non-eternal. Despite 
this, one who spoils his valuable time just in eating, sleeping, defending and mating 
like the birds and beasts and does not worship the Supreme Lord, Who is All-
Existence, All- Knowledge and All-Bliss is most unfortunate. 
 
As we go to a doctor for the treatment of various diseases, a fortunate person will 
approach a spiritual doctor - a bona fide guru - for the amelioration of the 
tremendous suffering of the disease of repeated births and deaths. 
 
Our Most Revered Gurudev, before His disappearance, advised His disciples that the 
desires of wealth, sex-enjoyment and name and fame are the greatest obstacles for 
worship of the Supreme Lord. Votaries should give up all anti-devotional desires. Of 
course, it is very difficult for a neophyte-aspirant to give up these unholy desires. 
The conditioned souls are attracted by such things. These desires remain in the 
neophyte aspirants but those who seek their eternal welfare should not give 
indulgence to these desires. 
 
The two paths 
 
There are two paths—the path of sensuous enjoyment and the path of eternal 
welfare. 999 people out of 1000 or more are running after sensuous enjoyments. In 
the beginning, the path of sensuous enjoyment appears to be nectar but the 
consequence is poisonous.  On the path of sense enjoyment, the risk of contacting 
various diseases must also be seriously considered. Those unfortunate persons, who 
are inclined to enjoy without restriction, take the risk of becoming infected by 
diseases such as AIDS and so on. On the other side the path of eternal welfare, 
where the aspirant restricts the passions and enjoyments of the senses, seems at the 
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beginning to be like poison but the consequence is nectarian. Only those who have 
taken to the path of eternal welfare can worship the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. 
We should not indulge in anti-devotional activities of sensual enjoyment. We should 
completely abandon and never adore these propensities. A sincere aspirant should 
never emulate unfortunate, evil-minded people. Otherwise what will determine the 
difference between a votary and an ordinary enslaved jéva? 
 
'na jätu kämaù kämänäm upabhogena çäàyati haviñä kåñëa-vartmeva bhüya 
eväbhivardhate' - If we pour 'ghee' (purified butter) into fire, the flames will increase. 
Similarly, if we fulfill our desires of lust, the lust-fire will also increase.  It will not be 
extinguished. Therefore, fulfilling such desires is not the procedure for obtaining 
deliverance from lusty desires. However, if we pour a huge quantity of ghee at a time 
into the fire, the fire will be extinguished. Analogously, if we have a craving for the 
Absolute WholeÇré Krishna then this craving will extinguish the fire of worldly or 
sense- gratifying desires. 
 
The association of bona fide sädhus is essential for neophytes for their devotional 
and spiritual progress. In the case of want of bona fide devotees, they should take the 
help of the powerful spiritual sayings of saints by going through the devotional 
scriptures. One should also worship Tulsi with great devotion and pray for Her grace. 
The positive performance of devotional methods with devoutness is more effective 
than the negative endeavor to restrict anti-devotional aptitudes. 
 
As I am very busy during the present preaching tour, it will not be possible for me to 
write an elaborate letter. Supreme Lord Çré Krishna willing, if we shall be at your 
place during the upcoming preaching tour, I shall take time to discuss things in detail 
with you. 
 
To explain briefly, the varëäçrama social system,  whether daiva or adaiva, is 
unknown in the western countries. As per my practical experience, this social system 
of family life does not exist in the western countries. In India, there are two ways of 
worshipping the Supreme Lord— pravåtti-märg and nivåtti-märg - 'pravåttir eñä 
bhütänäà nivåttis tu mahä-phalä'. Pravåtti-märg is generally befitting to all 
conditioned souls. In nivåtti-märg, there is the surety of attaining the highest 
objective, but persons who are eligible for this are rarely to be found. In India we see 
that not all are eligible for the ascetic order and it naturally follows that in the 
western countries eligible persons will be even scarcer. Nonetheless, by the special 
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grace of the Supreme Lord, there may be some deserving persons to accept the 
ascetic order in the western countries. There is also difficulty in the following of 
pravåtti-märg in the western countries, because if marriage exists only for sense 
gratification, without taking into account the different aspects of family life, then at 
any moment the marriage relationship may be severed. You are to make a decision in 
regard to this after careful consideration of all the pros and cons. 
 
Weekly meetings for devotees 
 
I am glad to know that your revered mother is organising weekly meetings for 
devotees. In the weekly sittings you can start with the teachings of Çré Chaitanya 
Mahäprabhu - His writing, Çikñäñöakam, with the commentaries of Çréla 
Bhaktivinode Öhäkur and Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur. After 
that, you may go through Upadeçämåta, written by Çréla Rüpä Goswämé with the 
explanations of Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur and Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté 
Goswämé Öhäkur. Gradually, you may go through Jaiva Dharma, Çré Chaitanya 
Charitämrita, Çré Chaitanya Bhägavata and Çrémad Bhägavatam. Also you may read 
the Gétä with the commentaries of Çréla Viçvanäth Chakravarti and Baladeva 
Vidyäbhüñaë and the explanations of Çréla Bhaktivinode Öhäkur. 
 
A 3-year extensive program has been fixed from 2003-2005 to commemorate the 
occasion of the Centenary Function of our Most Revered Gurudev Om Vishnupad 
Çréla Bhakti Dayita Mädhav Goswämé Mahäräj. A translation of the biography of 
our Most Revered Gurudev  will be necessary before your arrangement of the 
celebration of the function. The translator should have accurate knowledge of both 
languages. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru and Gauräìga bless you all. My love to you. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
 Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev -  I am in a gåhasta äçram. Due to my association with non- 
devotees and materialistic persons at work, my spiritual practice is getting affected. I 
desire to accept vänaprastha äçram. I do not have any children and my wife will be taken 
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care either by her parents or mine. Is it possible? 
 
Marriage life is religious 
 

Pravåttir eña bhütänäà nivåttis tu mahä-phala - Ordinarily, human beings are eligible 
for pravåtti märg, i.e., a household married life. The root cause for the conditioned 
souls to pass through 84 lakhs of species is their aversion to the Supreme Lord Çré 
Krishna. After passing through 80 lakhs of species one can get the precious human 
birth. This human birth is congenial for the worship of the Supreme Lord because of 
the discriminating power given by the Lord to human beings. A human being has 
the power of discrimination between good and bad, eternal and non-eternal etc. 
After passing through many cycles of births and deaths, the impressions of the force 
of sense- gratification also persist. Even in the western countries they know human 
beings possess both animality and rationality. It is very difficult for conditioned souls 
to restrain the animal instinct of sense gratification. So, most of the human beings 
are entitled to worship the Supreme Lord in pravåtti märg. A conditioned soul 
remaining in pravåtti märg is not able to devote his full energy for the service of the 
Supreme Lord because he must give his attention for the maintenance of the family. 
 
Vedic injunction is the injunction of the Supreme Lord. Those who are unable to 
restrain sex desire are not entitled for vänaprastha or sannyäs äçram. From 
brahmacarya äçram, if anybody wants to accept household life, he can do so by taking 
permission of his guru. 
 
In Vedic order the wife is called 'bhäryyä' and at the time of marriage the husband 
takes the responsibility of maintaining her. It is stated in the scriptures 'puträrthe 
kriyate bhäryyä' i.e. one should marry for begetting children by observing all the 
regulations enjoined in the Vedas. This is also a religious life. One should not marry 
for sense- gratification only. After marriage whether one gets a son or not depends 
on the Lord's will. In my opinion it will not be good for you to change it now. Both of 
you, following ideal household life, should worship Krishna and His devotees. 
 
In India, one can accept vänaprastha äçram only after 50 years of age and not before 
that. Even vänaprastha äçram one can observe with or without wife. 
 
Although nivåtti märg, i.e., sannyäs äçram is congenial for engaging and devoting all 
the time for worship of Çré Krishna and nothing else, this sort of competent person is 
rarely to be found in this world. After sannyäs äçram no one is supposed to go back 
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to household life as it will be a spiritual fall. So it is not wise to take a sudden 
decision of accepting sannyäs äçram. 
 
Surrender is the best medicine 
 
An actually bona fide surrendered soul is protected by the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna 
whether he is in gåhasta äçram or he has accepted the ascetic order. We are peaceful 
when we see adjustment under all circumstances. We cannot make the environment 
adjust to us but we are to adjust ourselves with the environment. A conditioned soul 
reaps the fruit of his own actions - good or bad. It is my advice that it will be good for 
you not to take any decision by your own initiative. You should continue to pray for 
the grace of guru, vaiñëavas, personal associates of Gauräìga Mahäprabhu such as 
the six Goswämés and especially Nityänanda Prabhu and Gauräìga Mahäprabhu. 
Depend on Them absolutely and I am sure They will do whatever is beneficial for 
your eternal welfare. They are All-Merciful and All-Powerful. I myself after joining 
the institution as an ascetic submitted my prayer to my Most Revered Gurudev to 
give me proper advice. He advised me - çaraëägati is the best medicine of all 
problems. 
 
As I am busy here, I have got no time to speak more on this matter. Supreme Lord 
Çré Krishna willing, if I come in contact with you, I shall speak to you in detail. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Marriage system 
 
Received your letter and noted the contents. 
 
Whenever we had been to             , we stayed at your house. The house is respectable 
and also comfortable for us. You left your own house and stayed in another person's 
house known to you, thinking about our comforts to stay at your place. This proves 
you have got sincere desire to serve the vaiñëavas. 
 
In fact, I had no knowledge that you were not married and you never told me you 
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wanted to marry. In India, generally this is the rule for girls - first to remain under 
the shelter of parents and after that, by marriage, to remain under the shelter of 
husband and in old age, under the shelter of a competent son. Married life of a girl 
should be at a young age. The society in India is quite different from society in 
western countries. Here marriage is done in the presence of priest, parents, 
guardians and other well-wisher friends and the marriage relationship will last till 
the end of life. But it is my experience that married life relations may not be lasting 
in foreign countries. You are to marry according to your society and government 
rules. So if you get a vaiñëava husband who will accept you as wife permanently, 
there cannot be any objection to it. 
 
Always remember Krishna 
 

In the Gétä, Çré Krishna has advised - to those who worship the Supreme Lord with 
one- pointed devotion, God will bestow on them that sort of wisdom to understand 
what is good and what is bad and they can achieve the ultimate Blissful 
Transcendental Realm. Çré Krishna also said, 'A sincere soul will never be deceived'. 
The criterion to understand what we are to do and what we are not to do, is given by 
Veda Vyäs Muni himself in Padma Puräëa - we are to always remember Krishna, 
never to forget Him. There are some prescribed devotional practices to remember 
Krishna and there are also some prohibitions against those that make us forget 
Krishna. If there be any action beyond the prescribed commandments which will 
remind you of Krishna, it is allowed, and prohibitions which will make you forget 
Krishna are prohibited. Without çaraëägati, there cannot be any bhakti. You are 
aware that there are six fold teachings of çaraëägati. I don't want to elaborate on 
this. 
 
Lord appears for His devotees 
 
Mürti-püjä is permitted in sanätan dharma. There is a gulf of difference between 
mürti- püjä and idol worship. We are not idol worshippers. The Supreme Lord is the 
Supreme Person, Lord of all Lords. He is the Transcendental Spiritual Supreme 
Person. Personality is attributed to the conscious principle and not to unconscious 
matter. Nobody on earth considers a dead body to be a person. As long as 
consciousness, which has got thinking, feeling and willing, exists in the body, he is 
considered a person. If an atomic part of the conscious energy of the Supreme Lord 
is considered a person, what is the difficulty in understanding that He, Who has got 
Absolute Existence, Absolute Knowledge and Absolute Bliss (Complete 
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Saccidänanda), is the Supreme Person. There is no reason for not accepting Him as 
the Supreme Person. 
 
The root cause of the appearance of the Supreme Lord in this world is to remove 
extreme separation grief of the çuddha bhakta. There are numerous avataras, but Çré 
Krishna is Original Bhagavän, as you have written, 'self-manifesting svayam 
Bhagavän'. Çré Krishna appears in His Transcendental Spiritual Form by the pure 
devotion in a pure devotee. We have heard from our guruvarg that karma-käëòa 
präë pratiñöä is not absolutely necessary. It will be better for you to worship the 
portraits of manifested Deities Çré Guru Gauräìga Rädhä-Krishna, installed by a 
pure devotee. In that case, if you are unable to worship the Deity due to some 
physical or other kind of difficulty, there will be no serious offence because you can 
remember that the Deities are being worshipped in the temple where they are 
installed. In the case when deities are installed as per prescript of vaiñëava çästra, 
worship of those deities must be done without fail, as per regulation of vaiñëava çruti, 
daily. 
 
I have heard, Supreme Lord God willing, we may go to some places in Russia in the 
month of September. I shall have the opportunity to speak to you personally in 
detail. 
 
We are leaving today for extensive preaching-tour in North-India with a big party. 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru Gauräìga Rädhä-Krishna bless you. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Is it right for a householder devotee to abandon his 
mundane duties and just walk away to the forest even though his family members need 
his help (e.g., to enter into vänaprastha or sannyäsa)? 
 
Ätmä can go either side 
 
The Indian scriptures mention two paths - pravåttir eñä bhütänäà nivåttis tu mahä-
phalä - the path of worldly-mindedness and the path of renunciation. Conditioned 
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souls are generally eligible for the path of worldly-mindedness. Persons eligible for 
the path of renunciation are very rare. When conditioned souls become averse to 
the worship of the Supreme Lord, they are enveloped by the external material 
potency consisting of three primal qualities— sattvaù, rajaù and tamaù. Living 
beings are created by rajo-guëa, they are sustained for some time by sattva-guëa and 
they are destroyed by tamo-guëa. Conditioned souls have become victims of birth, 
death and the threefold afflictions. The real self (ätmä) originates from the marginal 
potency or, according to the Gétä, from the parä-çakti (internal spiritual potency). 
The ätmä is aëu-saccidänanda, an entity of minute existence, knowledge and bliss. 
As the ätmä is the outcome of the marginal potency (a demarcating line between the 
internal potency and external potency), it can go to either side. When ätmäs become 
averse to God by misusing their relative independence, they are enveloped by the 
external or illusory energy. After eight million births in different species, they 
become human beings. In this body, God gives them the power to discriminate 
between eternal and non-eternal. They can accept the Eternal Reality, the Supreme 
Lord, and worship Him. 
 
Incompetence should not lead to relinquishing 
 
Previously, in ancient times, varëäçrama-dharma was prescribed according to quality 
and action. Four varëas (brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra) and four äçramas 
(brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäsa) were introduced. This subject is 
very elaborate and scientific. It is not possible to have an elaborate discussion of it 
through letters. Many scriptural evidences are to be referred to. There is a gradual 
procedure to attain the highest spiritual stage. 
 
Due to foreign invasions, the Indian scientific process of social enhancement was 
disturbed. The social systems are different in foreign countries so it is irrelevant to 
go into it in detail. Varëäçrama-dharma is in vogue only in India. In Kaliyuga, 
varëäçrama- dharma has deteriorated due to foreign influence. 
 
Incompetent persons, finding difficulty after marriage to lead household life and to 
maintain family members, give up family life and thereby commit sin. Acceptance of 
sannyäsa is prohibited for them. There may be some exceptional cases. By 
providence, some fortunate persons may come in contact with bona fide sädhus and 
get a chance of developing the temperament for worshipping God and leading 
restricted lives.  
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In the third canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Kapila Bhagavän, in His instruction to 
mother Devahüti, talks about the original and concomitant qualities of a bona fide 
pure devotee (sädhu). He mentions that one of the original qualifications of a sädhu 
should be mat-kåte tyakta-karmäëas tyakta-svajana-bändhaväù. Abandoning of 
varëäçrama- dharma and relinquishing of bodily relations and friends are allowed if 
it is for the propitiation of the Supreme Lord. If there is any other ulterior motive, 
such as to fulfill material desires, the abandoning of varëäçrama duties and relations 
will be considered as a sinful act. 
 
To attain actual knowledge of this, one should study the conversation between Çré 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and Çré Räya Rämänanda in Kovur, South India, as narrated 
by Çréla Kaviräja Goswämé in Çré Caitanya-Caritämåta. 
 





Nivritti märg is not to be imparted 
 
There are two paths - pravritti märg - path through married life (sva-varëa-viväha) 
and nivritti märg (path through unmarried life— ascetic life). General people are 
eligible for pravriti märg. Only persons who have made up their minds that they will 
never go to household life (worldly life) are competent to take the ascetic order.  
 
Regarding your taking decision in your marriage, you are to seek advice from your 
parents. They know best your mental and physical status. 
 
You should not wait for your decision whether in future you will accept married life 
or unmarried life; you should start bhajan immediately (chanting of Holy Name, etc., 
avoiding tenfold offences), because nobody knows when they will have to leave this 
world. When Srémad Raghunätha Däsa Goswämé became very eager to surmount this 
worldly ocean, Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu pacified him at first, saying he 
should not become mad, but at present he should remain in his house with a restful 
mind. Nobody can surmount the ocean of births and deaths all of a sudden, it will 
take time; gradually he can surmount it, and he should not try to outwardly show his 
indifference to worldly affairs, but inwardly he should practice abnegation and 
worship Çré Krishna with sincerity. Çré Krishna will rescue him from the pangs of 
worldly suffering in no time. 
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At this stage it is not advisable for you to accept nivritti märg. Nivritti märg is not 
something to be thrust upon anybody. It should be automatic and spontaneous. 
When there develops tremendous thirst for Çré Krishna, you will not know how it 
will come, but abnegation from the world will be automatic then. It cannot be done 
by making prior programmes. 
 
There is no such mandatory order of Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu that while 
performing Harinäma in household life, one must marry. Pravriti märg is congenial 
for those who are unable to control their sensuous appetite but at the same time 
want to perform Hari bhajan. Those who are unable to control the senses should 
marry as per instruction of the scriptures, i.e., it should be sva-varëa-viväha, but they 
should strictly follow devotional rules - bhakti sadächär. There is no doubt that 
nivritti märg is most effective and is definitely better than pravriti märg, if one can 
afford to take this path. 
 
One can perform uninterrupted bhajan in nivritti märg. We should not do anything 
according to our emotions. We should accept nivritti märg after deep thinking. 
Tremendous thirst for Çré Krishna automatically inspires one to renounce this world. 
It should come from within. It is nothing to be forcibly imparted. At present you go 
on performing bhajan with one-pointed steadfast devotion. Çré Krishna will guide 
you from within and show you the right path. 
 
Those who want to devote themselves fully for Krishna bhajan accept nivritti märg, 
so that there may not be any interruption in bhajan. Those who are unable to give up 
their desire for sensuous enjoyments but also want to do bhajan, accept pravriti märg. 
If anybody wants to accept pravriti märg he should do it at the right time and right 
age and in that case he should have to bear the trouble of earning money. 
 
If a jéva, by his previous eternal good deeds, wants to take absolute shelter at the 
Lotus Feet of Çré Krishna and serve Him, greatest harm will be inflicted to him if he 
is obstructed to do this. We should not put hindrance to any jéva for their desire to 
serve Çré Krishna. I think you will appreciate my position. 
 
Every jéva reaps the fruits of their own actions. We get births, circumstances, 
environment and paraphernalia as per our own karma. Nobody is responsible for 
this. We have the right to do karma, but the fruits are controlled by Çré Krishna. We 
should not be impatient. Gradually we can surmount the ocean of births and deaths. 



Affectionately Yours - Divine Letters  
 

 
188 

We should go on chanting the holy names of Çré Krishna, Çré Nityänanda Prabhu 
and Çré Gauräìga Mahäprabhu and submit our prayers to them constantly. They will 
decide whether household life or ascetic life is congenial for us. Nothing is 
impossible for Çré Krishna, Who is Omnipotent. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - A devotee planning separation from his wife. 
 
Adjustments in family life 
 
We should always remember that we belong to Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu's school 
of thought. Chaitanya Mahäprabhu teaches us to love all human beings, nay even 
other living beings, seeing their eternal relation with our most beloved object of 
worship— the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. If we, as followers of the teachings of Çré 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, cannot love our own persons, how can we love others? 
 
Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu teaches us to chant the Holy Name with the four 
qualities of being humbler than a blade of grass, more forbearing than a tree, giving 
respect to all and having no desire to get respect from others. 
 
The devotees here have got great respect for your family and polite behaviour. This 
dignity should be retained at all costs. Worldly interests should not be allowed to 
harm eternal spiritual interests. You yourself, in introducing me used to say that this 
precious human birth was only meant for the service of Çré Krishna and not for 
eating, sleeping, defending and mating. Sometimes in family love-relationships there 
may be a temporary expression of offended state of mind but it is usually not lasting. 
 
Our Most Revered Gurudev used to advise us to remember the instructions of 
Prahläd Mahäräj, “yad vadanti yad icchanti cänumodeta nirmamaù” i.e. if anybody in 
the family says something or does something against one's liking, sometimes it is 
necessary to approve that but without attachment. In that case, we will not be 
responsible for the approval. For a peaceful family life, this sort of behaviour is 
necessary. One should think deeply about how Prahläd Mahäräj could stay in the 
most hostile atmosphere with a calm and serene mentality. He never became 
unbalanced and lost his calmness of mind. We should try to adjust ourselves with the 
environment; we cannot make the environment adjusted to us. Lord Chaitanya 
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Mahäprabhu and our guruvarg repeatedly advise us to go through the holy 
biographies of Prahläd Mahäräj and Ambaréña Mahäräj. I think what I have heard is 
only a temporary expression of emotion. I am anxiously waiting to hear from you in 
regard to this at the earliest. 
 
Kindly please remember daily the four Narasiàha Mantras. May All-Merciful Çré 
Guru Gauräìga bless you. 
My love to you all. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I don't know how to actually and properly turn myself 
towards Çré Krishna. I'm chanting his Holy name and also performing other devotional 
practices but still I'm unhappy. I also don't have any strength and courage to surrender 
fully to Çré Krishna's lotus feet. I am now a householder and I'm very lazy and always 
reluctant to do any kind of practical work. Although I am formally employed in the 
company, I don't feel myself connected with that kind of work. What should I do now? 
 
Glow of the Holy Name 
 
Received your letter through email. 
 
I was away from Calcutta during early January to participate in the Annual 
Functions of Mumbai and Centennial Function of Most Revered Gurudev at Kochi, 
Kerala (India). We have got four Maöhs in Assam. I could not go last year to 
participate in the Annual Functions of those Maöhs. This year also, I was advised not 
to undertake hectic-tour. I had been to Tezpur, North-East Assam area, by to and fro 
air-flight only to satisfy the devotees of Assam. Annual Function and sankértan 
procession function of Tezpur Gauòéya Maöh were grandly successful. Many persons 
came to Tezpur from different parts of Assam and took Harinäm and mantra dékñä. I 
returned here with two other devotees on 17th February, 2005. You heard about this 
in the Videoconference last Sunday. 
 
You have expressed your heart feelings in your letter that you are always unhappy 
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and in distress. The Supreme Lord is All-Bliss. Even a glow of the Holy Name of Çré 
Krishna can destroy the sins of millions of births and even beyond that, can bestow 
emancipation. The sayings of the scriptures are not untrue. There must be some 
cause for which the votary is unable to get the objective. The aspirants should think 
about this very seriously. Every human being is reaping the fruits of his own actions, 
good or bad. Others are not the cause of the good and bad fruits, they are only 
instrumental. As we find in this world, the sun is giving light or heat to all without 
discrimination, so similarly the Supreme Lord is equal to all. He has got no enemy, 
no friend. But those who worship Him sincerely from the core of the heart, engaging 
all the sense-organs, mind and intellect for His service, they are for Him, and the 
Supreme Lord is also for them ( Gétä, 9.29). 
 
Sincere attempt is a must 
 
A conditioned soul, forgetting his relationship with the Supreme Lord, passed 
through numerous births and has now got the precious human birth. God has given 
human beings the discriminating power between good and bad, eternal and non-
eternal. Conditioned souls have imbibed all the impressions of previous births and 
naturally they are under the influence of those impressions in this world. If anybody 
makes a bad habit, it becomes very difficult for him to change the habit. We are to 
practice in two ways as stated in the Gétä, 6.34,35 - 
 

caïcalaà hi manaù kåñëa pramäthi balavad dåòham 
 tasyähaà nigrahaà manye väyor iva su-duñkaram  

 
çré-bhagavän uväca 

asaàçayaà mahä-bäho mano durnigrahaà calam 
abhyäsena tu kaunteya vairägyeëa ca gåhyate 

 
The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna acknowledges that it is very difficult to control the 
mind and sense-organs, but it is not impossible. It can be done by abhyäsa (repeated 
practice) and vairägya. Significance of the word vairägya has got two interpretations 
- (1) practice of detachment from non-eternal things of this world and (2) the 
positive meaning, attachment to the Supreme Lord. As much attachment we shall 
have for Çré Krishna Who is All-Existence, All-Knowledge and All-Bliss, so much 
detachment we shall have from non-eternal things of this world. Association of 
higher status sädhus is necessary to achieve success in these two ways of practice. 
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Sädhus can help us in our practice, but we should also make sincere effort to get the 
objective. If we try sincerely, God, His personal associates and the sädhus will come 
at our back. Always we should remember Yaçodä Devi's pastimes to fasten Krishna, 
Gopäl, but every time there were two fingers less of rope. One finger— His Grace, 
other finger— sincere desire to serve. 
 
Engage in service 
 
As you are a family man, you should not remain in the house as an ascetic, 
completely indifferent to worldly affairs. You are a household devotee, you cannot 
beg. So it will be necessary for you to earn something. You should not engage 
yourself to earn huge money, but you should earn something to meet the minimum 
necessity. If you do it along with your mother, I think it will be better, because out of 
affection, mother will take care of you. You should not give much importance to 
martial art training, which you used to do earlier. All these will divert your mind. 
But for physical health, you may do some exercise as per expert's advice. Nothing of 
this world will go with us. Only devotion to God will go with us. 
 
Practice of näma-sankértan is the best way in Kaliyuga. There is no other way better 
than this. You call Krishna from the core of the heart. Don't be idle in regard to this. 
Krishna, appearing in your heart, will remove all difficulties and gradually bestow 
you eternal bliss. With firm belief, go on doing this. Nobody can remain in this world 
completely idle. If you do not engage your sense organs, mind or intellect for the 
service of Krishna, they will be automatically engaged in other inferior things. The 
sense-organs will not sit idle. Actually Çré Krishna is the owner of our body, subtle 
body and soul. So all should be engaged in His service. 
 
My submission to your respected mother is to look after you for spiritual 
amelioration and for your day-to-day physical requirements as well as she would also 
look after me. 
 
My love to you all. May All-Merciful Çré Guru and Gauräìga bless you.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
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Lord's associates are transcendental 
 
Received your letter. I can remember that as per your desire, we had been to your 
house, where we had our afternoon program as well as prasäd. We were happy to see 
you and your husband's sincere desire to serve vaiñëavas and your affectionate 
behaviour with us. 
 
You are blessed as you have got the grace of one of the prominent personal associates 
of Çréla Bhakti Siddhänta Saraswaté Goswämé Öhäkur and our Most Revered Çikñä 
Guru, His Divine Grace Çrémad Bhakti Promode Puri Goswämé Mahäräj. The 
significance of the teachings of authentic scriptures and of the teachings of a 
transcendental personality, mahäbhägavat, descends to a completely surrendered 
soul. You will find evidence in regard to this in Çvetäçvatara Upaniñad 6.23  'yasya 
deve parä bhaktir yathä deve tathä gurau...'. The Supreme Lord is Transcendental and 
His personal associates are also transcendental. So, naturally the significance of their 
teachings is beyond the comprehension of the sense-organs, mind and intellect of 
conditioned souls. 
 
The purport of your letter as far as it is represented to me in English and as far as I 
have understood, manifests your sincere desire to worship Çré Krishna and His 
devotees. Supreme Lord Çré Krishna says in the Gétä, 6.40, 'na hi kalyäëa-kåt kaçcid 
durgatià täta gacchati'. A sincere soul will never be deceived. 
 
Servitorship is natural 
 
A çuddha bhakta, pure devotee, can never have the aptitude to enjoy or renounce. 
The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is the only Enjoyer and Master of all sacrifices. He is 
the only Puruña - Supreme Person. As we are not masters and enjoyers, we cannot 
enjoy or renounce. We are the parts of the potency of Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, so 
naturally we are to be dominated by Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. 
 
Finite atomic animated beings of the world (jévas), by the misuse of their relative 
independence, become averse to Çré Krishna, are enveloped by the illusory energy of 
the Supreme Lord consisting of three primal qualities - Sattva, Rajaù and Tamaù - 
and are hurled down in this world. As they misconceive themselves as enjoyers of 
this world, they pass through cycles of births and deaths and suffer severe threefold 
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afflictions. An actual master can enjoy or give up. As jévas are not masters, they 
cannot enjoy or give up. The spirit of enjoying and the spirit of giving up are 
unnatural. They are eternal servants;  their only duty is to serve. An example may be 
given here of Indian family-life, which most western people may not understand. In 
India, when a chaste woman is married to a chaste man she, according to Indian 
social custom, belongs to her husband and even changes her family-descent from 
parents to husband. Husband is considered to be the owner of house, wealth and 
even his wife. If that wife prepares many good dishes for her husband from the 
articles belonging to the husband and after preparing good palatable dishes, says to 
the husband, “I am contributing these to you” then this sort of ego of contribution is 
wrong and will be ridiculous. Our gross body and subtle body, being the outcome of 
the material potency (aparä potency) of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, and our real 
self, being the outcome of the spiritual energy (parä Potency) of the Supreme Lord 
Çré Krishna, both belong to Çré Krishna. As my potency works for me, Supreme 
Lord's potency will also work for Him. By serving Krishna with all His articles in a 
proper way, we can get the highest objective— Love for Çré Krishna. So service of 
Krishna is natural and everything else is unnatural. 
 
The actual owner 
 
Household devotees cannot remain completely indifferent to household affairs. Only 
a bona fide ascetic devotee can remain indifferent to worldly affairs. It is stated in 
the scriptures that, in general, the conditioned souls are suitable for household-life. 
Ascetic order of spiritual life is rare. However, in general, especially in India, women 
are not entitled to become ascetics because of their physical constitution. So while 
doing worship, female devotees should also give some energy to their relative duty of 
rearing a child. Household devotees, both men and women, should always think that 
the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is the actual owner of the house, husband, wife and 
children. All family members are only the servitors of Çré Krishna. 
 
Even Ambaréña Mahäräj, who was such a great devotee that even the formidable 
saint Durvasa Åñi's curse could not touch him, could only remove all worldly desires 
gradually. We cannot get the objective all of a sudden. It depends upon our intensity 
and sincerity of sädhan. 
 
I am awfully busy here in attending religious functions in different places in North- 
India. I shall return to Calcutta from Bombay on 26th January, 2002 to attend the 



Affectionately Yours - Divine Letters  
 

 
194 

Annual Function of Calcutta Maöh. 
 
May Supreme Lord Çré Krishna bestow you eternal peace— 'Ya molus boguo vichnom 
wasem vlage' 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Krishna is the only maintainer 
 
Our Most Revered Gurudev often used to say that birth, death and marriage are not 
in the hands of the human beings. They are controlled by the Supreme Lord. Parents 
have the duty to perform arrangement of marriage, but the fruits are controlled by 
the Supreme Lord. Nowadays it is difficult to find a suitable match for a devotee girl, 
but you should not stop trying. Actually we have our eternal real relationships with 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. All the relations in this world are temporary and 
perishable. As you are all worshippers of Krishna, your daughter has got no difficulty 
to worship Krishna in whatever relation she likes. Devotees should have this sort of 
firm belief that Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is the only maintainer and sustainer. I am 
a conditioned soul with hundreds of drawbacks, what can I do to mitigate your 
worries? I can submit my prayer to guru, vaiñëava and Bhagavän to bless you all. 
 
My love to you all. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





The dog's tail 
 
Received your letters by hand and by e-mail. 
 

Lust is the heart disease of all conditioned souls of the world. Our Most Revered 
Gurudev used to give an illustration of the dog. If the tail of the dog is made straight 
by pulling, the tail of the dog will return to its curled state, when the pulling is 
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stopped. In a similar manner, at the time of associating with sädhus, we think we 
have become alright but the moment we give up the company of the sädhus, we 
forget everything and we come to the same state as we were before. It is a long 
journey; we cannot get the desired fruit all of a sudden. As Rüpä Goswämé has said 
in the Upadeçämåta – “Without earnestness, firm belief that Krishna will surely 
grace us, patience, practicing devotional service, disassociating from non-sädhus and 
accepting scriptural prescripts, we cannot get success in our devotional spiritual life.” 
In your worldly life also, if you lose patience, you cannot succeed. So for spiritual 
amelioration, immense patience is necessary. 
 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu advised the household devotees first, “You do Harinäm, you 
serve vaiñëavas and worship Deities”. But when household devotees again asked what 
they will do after going back to their home. Chaitanya Mahäprabhu advised them, 
“You do Harinäm and serve vaiñëavas”, without mentioning about worship of 
Deities. It is true that householders, for their entanglement with worldly things, 
should worship Deities for engaging their sense-organs in service of the Deities. 
Worship of installed Deities should be performed without offence. A householder 
should think seriously before installing Deities, whether they will be able to worship 
Deities without offence and can continue the seva-püjä. You can worship portraits of 
Guru-Vaishnavas- Bhagavän, where there is less possibility of committing offence. 
 
More when we meet. Hope this will find you in good health and spirits. My love to 
you all. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





One-pointed devotion 
 
Household devotees, who have got attachment for family members, very often 
become victims to inducements detrimental to their spiritual life. If the family 
members, who have not accepted the pure devotional cult, insist on restoring the 
püjä of kuladevi (family deity) let them do it; it will not be wise to oppose them.  But 
we should be firm in ananya bhakti (one-pointed exclusive devotion). 
 
It is learnt from                  that you may go to Agartala with us. Now you are not a 
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free man; there are household obligations and duties. You should not be 
disheartened if there is any hindrance. 
 
I am too much engaged here in writing articles for Çré Chaitanya Vani monthly 
magazine and seeing proofs, as I shall be away from Calcutta for a long period. 
 
We are so so. My love to you all. May All-Merciful Çré Guru, Çré Gauräìga and Çré 
Rädhä-Krishna bless you all. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I sorely miss your divine association. I feel I have lost even 
everything spiritual since my separation with my wife. Some time ago I told you that my 
japamäla had been stolen. Would it be possible for you to give a japamäla that you had 
chanted on? I feel like everything I do and think is mere hypocrisy and need to feel 
something more real some, more genuine, not show bottle devotion. 
 
Separation inevitable from mundane relations 
 
Our physical relations in this world are extremely transitory. Any moment these 
relations may be finished. This body has birth, so death is inevitable. Separation is 
inevitable, nobody can avoid it. Real self is eternal, so one's relation with the Eternal 
Supreme Lord is real and eternal. Whatever we see in this world, and all temporary 
relations, are due to our being enveloped by the illusory energy of the Supreme Lord. 
As long as we are in the grip of the external potency consisting of three primal 
qualities - Sattva, Rajaù and Tamaù - remembrance of our eternal relation with the 
Supreme Lord is enveloped. We have got false egos, false relations, and false interests 
and are burning in the fire of clashing of false interests. No conditioned soul can 
stop it. Only a bona fide surrendered soul can be rescued from the clutches of Mäyä. 
Krishna has said in the Gétä (7.14) clearly, “daivé hy eñä guëa-mayé mama mäyä 
duratyayä, mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te”— A surrendered soul will 
be rescued from the clutches of Mäyä. By the fruit we can understand whether we 
have actually surrendered or not. A çuddha bhakta has got love for Krishna 
(causeless exclusive devotion to Çré Krishna) and love for all living beings in this 
world. He always sees Krishna and all living beings related to Krishna. He does not 
see that there exists anybody in this world as his enemy. By the Lord's grace we have 
got this precious human birth only for worship of Çré Krishna and not for worldly 
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non-eternal interests. Any moment we may lose this chance. So, we should utilise 
our valuable time only for the service of Çré Krishna and for nothing else. 
 
As per your desire, I shall send one Japamäla to you, thinking it to be the desire of 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and His Grace-incarnate Form Çréla Gurudev, as well as 
my çikshä guru Çrémad Bhaktivedanta Swämi Mahäräj. I am a conditioned soul. I 
have got many drawbacks, no foresight, no hindsight. How can I pose to be guru? I 
only try to abide by your desire and send you japamäla. It is my prayer to you, please 
put the mäla on the lotus hands of the portrait of your gurudev Parampujyapad 
Çrémad Bhaktivedanta Swämi Mahäräj by paying prostrated obeisances, praying for 
his blessings and do japam. 
 
Supreme Lord, Who is All-Good, willing, I hope to come in contact with you 
anywhere in           . Hope this will find you all in good health and spirit. 
 
Affectionately yours 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Since 1991 I have been chanting 16 mäläs of Harinäm daily. 
My wife also got attracted to this philosophy but later in 1999 she had become 
disappointed and had given up devotional practice. All my attempts to inspire her failed. 
Now we live separately without officially divorcing. I took care of my 2 children as it was 
my duty. Now, by the mercy of Çré Bhagavän, You and vaiñëavas I am living in an 
äçram. I have one problem regarding the mäla given by you. One day it came undone and 
I, not knowing that all the beads must be in a strict sequence, stringed them in a wanton 
order. What am I to do now? 
 
Parents' behaviour influences the children 
 
According to Indian scriptural injunction, there are two paths of spiritual life - 
worldly family life and life of renunciation. Generally people are eligible for worldly 
life. Illicit connection with women is prohibited. If they are to go to household life, 
they should marry according to scriptural injunction - only to get children. Parents 
should be very careful in their behaviour after begetting children. Their behaviour 
will have influence upon the children. The difficulty is this – the Indian way of 
marriage is not prevalent in western countries. According to Indian scriptural 
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prescript, if the parents, after marriage, beget children and do not do their duty of 
bringing up the children, it is a kind of sin. After begetting children, both father and 
mother have the duty to maintain children and try to do whatever is beneficial to 
them. 
 
By creating human beings, the Supreme Lord is satisfied because human beings have 
the discriminating power between good and bad, eternal and non-eternal. Other 
creatures have got no such conscience or discriminating power. It is not good for the 
parents to remain indifferent to children. Children have got no capacity to be reared 
without the help of parents. 
 
Human birth is not meant for eating, sleeping, defending and mating like animals 
and birds.  Household  devotees  should  not  move  like  ascetics.  They  should  
worship remaining in the household. We should have firm faith in our Object of 
worship, Supreme Lord Çré Krishna - He is the sustainer and maintainer. You should 
try to do your duty always taking shelter at the Lotus Feet of the Supreme Lord 
sincerely from the heart. The Supreme Lord is maintaining infinite planets; He has 
got no difficulty to maintain you and your children. 
 
Crosssing the unsafe region 
 
I have heard about starting of one äçram at Minsk or near Minsk, Belarus. It will be 
convenient for the devotees to perform devotional service in such a congenial place. 
You have written that your wife was at first congenial to devotion but now she has 
given up everything. Conditioned souls pass through millions of species. Now, 
although he or she has got human birth, previous impressions of good and bad deeds 
may come to them and envelope them. Good and bad thoughts are flowing in their 
hearts. A sincere soul who wants eternal welfare should suppress the flow of bad 
thoughts and should increase the flow of good thoughts. Spiritual practice means 
struggle. When good thoughts predominate then one has crossed the unsafe region. 
It is my hope, if your wife gets association of superior vaiñëavas, her mind will be 
changed. You should remember you cannot get spiritual eternal welfare and also 
cannot get so called material gain by your own capability. Take absolute shelter of 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and His devotees and become peaceful. Prahläd Mahäräj 
was completely surrounded by the anti-devotional demoniac persons but he never 
became unbalanced or gave up bhajan because of his absolute reliance on the Lotus 
Feet of his guru Närada Goswämé and Supreme Lord Çré Narasiàha Deva. Go 
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through the holy life of Prahläd Mahäräj narrated in the seventh canto of 
Bhägavatam. 
 
You should remember four Narasiàha mantras while going to bed and just after 
rising up from the bed and also if possible remember Narasiàha Deva, Panchatattva 
and Mahämantra before going to do something at daytime. By remembrance of 
Narasiàha Deva, Panchatattva and Mahämantra, disturbance of demoniac creatures 
and all troubles will be removed. But you should do it sincerely with firm faith. 
 
During the time of giving Mahämantra, I have instructed everybody including you, 
how to do Mahämantra on the beads. You should not cross 'Sumeru' of the mäla. 
Take advice in regard to this from any elevated devotee. You should know that to 
cross Sumeru is a kind of offence. You should also know how to count the beads. If 
any kind of offence is committed out of mistake, atonement is to take shelter of 
Harinäm and pray for His mercy. Whatever you do, you should do with sincerity. 
Krishna has said emphatically, a sincere soul will never be deceived. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga Rädhä-Krishna bless you. My love to you all. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I am going to start a process of changing my legal name to 
my sannyäs name. For this, the process requires me to go along with my former wife to 
the government authorities few times. In all those instances I can take my brother or 
some other man with me, so that I don't have to be alone with my former wife. Can I do 
so? 
 

Cannot go back 
 
In India, after taking tridaëòa sannyäs, one cannot go back to one's non-eternal 
relations, wife, children etc. A sannyäsé becomes totally dissociated from all non- 
eternal relations. From brahmacarya äçram, one can go back to the household life by 
taking permission from gurudev, but not from sannyäs äçram. From brahmacarya 
äçram, after entering gåhasta äçram, a befitting person can give up family relations 
and take the order of vänaprastha. He is then vanachäri and not brahmachäri. After 



Affectionately Yours - Divine Letters  
 

 
200 

taking the last äçram, sannyäs, there is no provision of coming back to household 
life. If any sannyäsé, giving up sannyäs, returns to his previous household life that 
will be considered as a spiritual fall. 
The social and religious system in foreign countries is totally different from India. 
So, a foreign devotee, after considering all these points and also their obligations in 
their countries, should take steps accordingly. It is not good to give advice from here. 
 
Precious human birth 
 
Conditioned souls pass through cycles of births and deaths, so naturally they have 
got their previous non-eternal impressions of non-eternal material relations. After 
passing through 80 lakhs of species, a conditioned soul luckily gets the precious 
human birth. God has given discriminating power in human birth to know what is 
good and what is bad, what is eternal and non-eternal, etc. So human beings are 
eligible to worship the Supreme Lord, Who is All-Existence, All-Knowledge and All-
Bliss. 
 
A novice who starts bhajan is always in the tug of war between attraction to worldly 
things and attraction to spiritual culture. Nobody can get the realised state all of a 
sudden. It depends upon the intensity of sincerely practicing devotion to the 
Supreme Lord. As much we can increase our eternal devotional impressions in our 
heart, to that extent we can detach ourselves from our attraction to non-eternal 
relations and non- eternal impressions. Even Ambaréña Mahäräj, who was a great 
devotee, could only conquer all worldly desires gradually. 
 





Submit to Lord’s will 
 
I am sorry to learn that your grandmother suddenly expired on 25th October. It is 
natural when one of the kith and kin expires, other members of the family suffer 
agony for this and I feel very much for his or her separation. But Lord Krishna says 
in the Gétä, "That which has its birth, will have its death. We should not mourn for 
that which is inevitable." Nobody will remain in this world eternally. Everybody will 
have to leave this world either today or tomorrow. 
 
Your grandmother has taught you that this body will perish one day, and that we 
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should immediately prepare ourselves for emancipation from the bondage of Mäya to 
get Absolute Bliss. We wrongly think that parents, children and relatives are ours 
but nobody in this world is ours. Wrongly thinking that relatives are ours, we 
become attached to them and get afflictions. They have not come by our will and 
they will not go by our will. By the Lord's will they have come and by the Lord's will 
they will go. Actually they belong to the Lord. Forgetfulness of our eternal 
relationship with the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna is the root cause of our bondage and 
afflictions. We should submit to Him wholeheartedly and remember Him under all 
circumstances. 
 
I am severely shocked to learn from              that your son met with an accident and 
died. It is always painful for the parents to bear the separation of a son. Accidental 
deaths cause severe shocks which are very difficult to be endured. Time is the only 
healing factor. 
 
Cycle of karma 
 
Çré Väsudeva and Çré Devaki Devi, who had the great fortune to get the Supreme 
Lord Çré Krishna as their son, had to bear the terrible shock of the deaths of their six 
sons murdered one by one by Kaàsa. They are, or they were, most sacred souls. We 
do not find any sufficient reasons why they had to suffer rude shocks. Actually, they 
did not feel the shocks as severely as we think, because they understood that 
mundane relations are very transitory and all jévas reap the fruits of their own 
actions. As long as they have the fruits of their actions in this world, they remain in 
this world. When the fruits of actions end, they are to leave this world and go to a 
separable place. That last day may come by any kind of mishap - maybe accident, 
fever, heart disease, etc. We shall have to tolerate that for which there is no remedy. 
It is written in the scriptures that the six sons of Väsudeva and Devaki Devi had 
such karma in their previous births that they were to be murdered by Kaàsa in their 
next birth. This cycle of karma is going on for everyone. 
 
Mourn for forgetting relation with the lord 
 
Mundane relations are not actual relations; worldly relations are always changeable. 
We have our actual relationship with the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. Actually we 
should mourn for forgetting our relationship with the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, 
Who is really our dearest. 
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As per the desire of Çré Krishna, jévas have births and deaths, so they come and go. 
We falsely think them to be our own. A time will come when the whole universe will 
perish and the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna will take away all the jévas. Nobody can 
resist His Absolute Will. So, it is always wise to submit to the Absolute Will of the 
Absolute Pürëa, Who is All Good. 
 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna teaches us in the Gétä that we should not mourn for that 
which is inevitable. He who is born will die one day. 
 
Take absolute shelter in Çré Gurudev and the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and go on 
chanting the Holy Name of Çré Krishna. Chanting of the Holy Name will remove 
the pains of your heart and give you solace. I have got no words to pacify you. 
 
May All- Merciful Supreme Lord Çré Krishna bestow peace to the departed soul. 
 
Suffering is like a dream 
 
We never dreamt that we would be deprived of the company of                so soon and 
so suddenly. He was well reputed in all our Maöhs in India and Bangladesh for his 
devotion to Çré Gurudev and marvellous preaching work in Punjab. Everybody is 
mourning his sudden demise and we have been receiving many letters from different 
persons. There is no other way but to submit to the Will of the Supreme Lord and 
bear the pangs of separation. His sudden demise is a notice to us to prepare ourselves 
for getting emancipation from the cycle of births and deaths and attaining love of 
Çré Krishna because at any moment we may die and lose this valuable chance. 
 
We are forced to tolerate that for which there is no remedy. The born will die and 
the dead will be born. Lord Çré Krishna forbids us to mourn for that which is 
inevitable. Prärabdha-karma-nirväëo nyapatat päïca-bhautikaù. When the fruits of 
karma which have started come to an end, this body will perish. This end may come 
through disease, accident, etc., but all these are instrumental. Jévas come and go by 
the Will of Çré Krishna, but out of nescience we think them to be ours and we suffer 
due to attachment. Nobody comes and goes by our desire.  
 
When jévas become averse to Çré Krishna, His illusory energy envelops them and 
they are drowned in the ocean of births and deaths and the threefold afflictions. We 
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wrongly think ourselves to be the body and that other bodies related to us are ours. 
Actually we are of Çré Krishna and He is ours. There is no existence of suffering. 
This is like a dream. When we forget our relationship with Çré Krishna, we become a 
victim of suffering. A realised soul has constant remembrance of Çré Krishna, so he is 
beyond this dream. 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Three Vedic astrologers and a western astrologer looked at 
the horoscope of my 13 year old son and predicted differently. But all those predictions 
scare me. My gurudev is not replying to me. You kindly advise. 
 
Horoscope - reading 
 

Your main subject in the letter is regarding the horoscope of your 13 year old son. 
You have written observations of three Vedic astrologers and one western astrologer. 
It is further written that your revered gurudev did not reply to your letter, which may 
be due to his busy schedule and health condition. It will be good for you to approach 
your gurudev directly and take his advice. 
 
As my experience goes in respect of such horoscopes— in many cases astrologers 
vary in their observations. It is also true, observation or prediction may change by 
actions in different modes and in higher ages. So you are not to be worried for this. 
By bhajan and doing harinäm, all obstacles can be removed and all good fruits can be 
achieved. Performance of çuddha-bhakti will bestow upon the performer eternal 
welfare. 
 
May all-merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga, Rädhä-Krishna bless you and your child. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev -  My husband is seriously ill. I am very worried. What 
should I do? 
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Actual and real relation 
 
The living beings in this world have their actual and real relation with the Supreme 
Lord Çré Krishna. Relationships in this world are apparent. Conditioned souls of this 
world are passing through numerous births and deaths being enveloped by the 
illusory energy of the Supreme Lord. The fruits of the actions of conditioned souls, 
which have started, will have their end. Then nobody can remain in this world. Çré 
Krishna says in the Gétä, “The wise do not mourn for the going and coming of the 
conditioned souls”. The only way of doing eternal benefit to other conditioned souls 
is to worship Çré Krishna with pure devotion. If God is satisfied, all will be satisfied. 
 
You are doing your duty to your husband sincerely. What further can you do? I think 
you are duly remembering Narasiàha mantra. Bhagavän Narasiàha Deva can 
remove all obstacles - obstacles of the world, as well as obstacles of devotion. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev -  I would like to inform you that my wife is in poor health 
condition and is currently very sick. She will need to go for another scope operation in 
her esophageal to repair the necessary swelling. I am praying every moment to Çré 
Narasiàha to protect her and to relieve her suffering. I just thought I should let you 
know and hope that you can give her all the blessings. 
 
Human birth - more congenial than a demigod's 
 
I am very much worried to know the serious deteriorated condition of the health of 
your wife. I had heard about her liver disease, but now it has become very acute. You 
have taken immediate steps for her proper treatment. Now she is a bit better. She is 
admitted in the hospital and the doctor has said she will need an operation. It is good 
that you are praying to Narasiàha Bhagavän. It will be better if you utter 4 hymns of 
Narasiàha Bhagavän, each 4 times in the morning and at the time of going to bed 
and with it also, 4 times Panchatattva and Mahämantra. 
 
Our stay in this world is very short. After passing through 8 millions of births of 
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different species, we have received this precious human birth. This birth is very rare. 
After passing through immense sufferings due to numerous births, we have this 
human birth and God has given human beings the discriminating power between 
eternal and non- eternal, so they can worship the Supreme Lord Rädhä-Krishna. 
Births of aquatic animals, immobile living beings, worms, birds and beasts and even 
the birth of demigods are not congenial for worship of the Supreme Lord. One of the 
great saints of West India has instructed human beings thus - “O beloved brothers 
and sisters! Utter the Holy Name of Krishna immediately; you will be able to 
crossover the ocean of births and deaths. There is no guarantee that you can get a 
human birth again. If you do not worship Krishna, ultimately you will have to 
seriously repent. When you were born, you did not bring anything from your 
previous birth and at the time of death you are to leave this world empty-handed. 
Wealth, property - nothing will go with you. Your connection with the world will be 
finished one day. Having attained this human birth, start doing Harinäm.” 
 
I have heard your wife is a disciple of my çikñä guru Parampujyapad Çrémad Bhakti 
Kusum Çramaë Goswämé Mahäräj. So she has got spiritual relationship with us. 
Always remember the pithy saying, 'Back to home and back to Godhead'. 
 
May all merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga Rädhä-Krishna bless your wife and bestow you 
strength to do your duty. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
 Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - My son is not interested in his job, I am worried about my 
son, how he will maintain his family, because his wife also quit her job. But this situation 
must be solved. I now submit my question to your Lotus Feet. Please tell me what I 
should do to help my son and myself. 
 
Householders should take responsibility 
 
It is the inherent nature of the mother to have love for her children. Children have 
the natural liberty to demand many things from their mother. It is very difficult to 
change the inherent mutual nature of the relation. The child is born from your 
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womb, so how is it possible for you to behave unaffectionately and strongly. As the 
child is serving under the mother, this service will not be at par with his behaviour 
to bosses of outside companies. 
 
As your child is grown up and educated, he should understand that he is not an 
ascetic; he is a household devotee and also married. He has got his duty towards 
parents as well as to his wife. He is not a mendicant, he cannot beg. He is to earn 
money to meet the expenses of the house. In future his mother won't be able to serve 
the company as she is doing now, due to old age. So it will be wise for the child to try 
to lessen your burden. There is no need of earning much money because such desire 
has got no end. At least that which is necessary for livelihood, you both are to earn 
that requirement. Otherwise the whole family will be in trouble in future. Household 
devotees must depend on their minimum earnings. If they become indifferent to 
this, more problems will be created in the family. Household devotees cannot 
perform worship like ascetics. They are to spend energy for worldly affairs also. 
 
As your son is under you, he has got less difficulty. If he goes to an outside company 
to do work, he will have to spend much more time for earning money and will find it 
difficult to adjust with the environment. It is good for him that he is working under 
you. You are worried to see your son not at par with the qualification of a responsible 
person and thinking about his future. As he is educated, I am sure he will understand 
this drawback and take responsibility conferred to him by the company and give 
relief to you. 
 
May All Merciful Çré Guru and Gauräìga bless you all. My love to you all.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - In 2001 my daughter got Harinäm, and in 2004, dékñä from 
Your Divine Grace. She is going to graduate from the art college, therefore she couldn't 
come with us now for Çré Vrajamaëòal parikrama. In the end of December the devotees 
from my country informed me that she fell in asat-sanga. She wants to leave the place of 
devotees and wants to rent some flat together with her boy-friends from college. I am very 
worried for her. All devotees are also worried. My son and I are writing long letters to 
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her, in attempt to help her at this critical time. Guru Mahäräj, if it is possible, please 
write something to her. Hari- katha will save her, I am hopeful of this. 
 
Devotees do not use force 
 

Received your letter written in your mother tongue translated into English and 
subsequently sent by email. 
 
I have gone through your letter and I am sorry that although you remain here in 
Calcutta, you cannot express your heart to me due to language difficulty and at 
present also there is no person here who can interpret your thoughts in English to 
me. 
 
It is true that by the grace of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna you could participate in 
Çré Vrajamaëòal parikrama with your son. Without the approval of Çré Krishna, 
nothing can happen. I had been to          several times by the desire of Supreme Lord 
and was happy to get the company of the devotees there. My undertaking a journey 
outside India is not allowed now because of my health condition. 
 
The Supreme Lord does not interfere in the relative independence of the 
conditioned souls. Real self is ätmä, who thinks, feels and wills. Nobody on earth 
considers a dead body to be a person. As long as consciousness exists in it, it is 
considered a person. If the Supreme Lord exerts His power forcibly to make the 
conditioned souls inclined to Him then the real self will be reduced to an inert 
thing. For that reason the Supreme Lord resides in the heart of the conditioned soul 
as the indwelling monitor, Paramätmä, also appearing in this world in different 
Transcendental Divine Forms and sending His own personal associates in this world 
to persuade the conditioned souls so that they can willingly submit to Him. You 
should go through the biography of the great devotee saint Prahläd Mahäräj. Prahläd 
Mahäräj tried his best to change the mind of his son Virochan to worship the 
Supreme Lord, but in spite of his best efforts he failed and his son became a demon. 
But Prahläd Mahäräj did not become unbalanced, thinking that due to Virochan's 
previous bad impressions imbibed by previous bad deeds, he could not accept his 
teachings. Prahläd Mahäräj thought he had done his duty for the eternal welfare of 
the son but the son could not accept it due to his previous bad impressions. Since the 
Supreme Lord and His powerful personal associates do not perform the pastimes of 
using force to change the mind of the worldly people, how can we do it? It is our duty 
to help the enslaved jévas by our ideal character to change their mind so that they 
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can submit to the Supreme Lord and worship Him. But we should not make a firm 
determination to execute it because in case our desire is not fulfilled, we may become 
unstable. 
 
Mental diversion will be a setback 
 

There exist two kinds of paths - (1) the path of eternal welfare and (2) the path for 
sensuous enjoyment. In this prison house world, almost 999 in 1000 are in the group 
of the path of sensuous enjoyment. You may get a few eligible persons for the path of 
eternal welfare. In the beginning of this path at the time of restraining sense-organs 
etc., it may seem to be like poison but its ultimate consequence will be ambrosia or 
nectar. In the path of enjoyment, at first it seems to be like ambrosia but the 
consequence will be virulent poison. Most fortunate aspirants accept the path of 
eternal welfare.  
 
The specialty of human birth is the capacity of discriminating between bad and 
good, eternal and non-eternal. God has given this precious human birth for worship 
of Him and not for eating, sleeping, defending and mating like birds and beasts. In 
that sense your daughter is lucky enough to have accepted the spiritual eternal path. 
Mental diversion for non-eternal sensuous enjoyments for her will be a setback. 
Everyone who accepts the path of enjoyment ultimately repents severely. But then it 
may be too late. All the conditioned souls are running after enjoyments - for 
pleasure of ears, eyes, tongue and organs of smell and touch. When a conditioned 
soul becomes averse to Çré Krishna, he comes in contact with the illusory energy and 
thinks all material enjoyments are his requirement. The eye organ is very strong in 
insects. Being attracted by the dazzling light of fire, they jump into it to enjoy but are 
burnt and destroyed. Ignorant unfortunate persons only run after sensuous 
enjoyment by hook or crook, not thinking of its venomous consequence. The actual 
existence of all rüpa (beauty), rasa (taste), çabda (sweet sound), sparça (sweet touch) 
and gandha (sweet smell), is in the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. The conditioned souls 
are actually running after the shadow of Çré Krishna, mäyä, and ultimately their lives 
are frustrated. A real votary should be alert of his ultimate target of life— causeless 
devotion to Çré Krishna. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Çré Guru-Gauräìga bless you all. 
'Ya molus' Bogu'o vichnom vashem blage' 
 
My love to you all. 



Practicing Devotion in Family Life  
 

 
209 

Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev – A devotee in financial difficulty. 

 
Extremly poor but happy  
 

Received your letter and noted the contents. I am worried knowing your difficulties. 
This world is the prison-house for the conditioned souls of the world. They are all 
under the grip of threefold afflictions - ädhyätmik (mental and physical miseries), 
ädhibhautik (afflictions inflicted by other living beings) and ädhidaivik (natural 
calamities), as well as suffering tremendously at the time of birth and death. 
 
The Supreme Lord Çré Krishna has said in the Gétä (7.14), 'daivé hy eñä guëa-mayé 
mama mäyä duratyayä mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te' - 'It is 
extremely difficult for the conditioned souls to cross over the ocean of births and 
deaths and threefold afflictions due to their entanglement in the snare of Mäyä, the 
external potency consisting of three primeval qualities— sattva, raja and tama. Only 
the souls completely surrendered to the Lotus Feet of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna 
can be delivered from the shackles of Mäyä.' We are to remember the six-fold 
teachings of 'çaraëägati' - 'änukülasya saìkalpaù prätikülya-vivarjanam, rakñiñyatéti 
viçväso goptåtve varaëaà tathä, ätma- nikñepa-kärpaëye ñaò-vidhä çaraëägatiù' - We 
are to accept that which is congenial and give up that which is not congenial for 
worship of Krishna; we should have firm faith that He is the only sustainer and 
protector; we are to dedicate ourself totally to the Lotus Feet of Krishna; and be 
humble by giving up all false material egos. 
 
There are many instances of household devotees being in extreme poverty, but still 
happy - Vidura and Vidura's wife, Çrédhara pandit (personal associate of Chaitanya 
Mahäprabhu), Sudämä Brähmaëa, the friend of Krishna etc. 
 

ananyäç cintayanto mäà ye janäù paryupäsate teñäà 
 nityäbhiyuktänäà yoga-kñemaà vahämy aham 

(Bhagavad Gétä 9.22) 
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'My devotees always have one-pointed devotion to Me, they are fully engaged in My 
service. For the maintenance of the body, they accept everything which is not anti- 
devotional. They dedicate everything to me, so I give them their requirements and 
maintain them. 
 
Krishna has emphatically said, 'na hi kalyäëa-kåt kaçcid durgatià täta gacchati' (Gétä 
6.40) - A sincere soul will never be deceived. Also Krishna has said in the Gétä 
(2.47), 'karmaëy evädhikäras te mä phaleñu kadäcana' - The conditioned souls have 
got the right to do good and bad deeds but the Supreme Lord is controlling the fruits 
of their actions. So the wise never blame others for their difficulties. 
 
If you are badly in need of some money for the treatment of your parents, I shall give 
to you. Supreme Lord willing, I may go to our Puri Maöh to participate in the Annual 
Function on the occasion of Ratha-Yatra and will return on 9th July, 2005. I am so so. 
Hope this will find you all in good health and spirit. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga Rädhä-Krishna bless you all.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - I was thinking about quitting my job before coming to 
Vrajamaëòal parikrama in October this year. Another idea is that I could open some 
shop with Indian articles. We are thinking to associate with GOKUL here. Now I feel 
that the only way that I would find fulfillment in my life is to dedicate myself fully for 
Your purpose, to become Your instrument in fulfilling the desires of Çré Guruvarg and 
our Lordships. 
 
Practice Çikñäñöaka sincerely 
 
Received your letter sent through e-mail. I am glad to go through the contents of 
your letter, knowing that you are very much eager to serve guru, vaiñëava and 
Rädhä-Krishna. 
 
Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu appeared in this very Kaliyuga of Vaivasvata Manvantar 
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by taking the form and mood of worship of Rädhäräëé, principally to taste the 
sweetness of the Supreme Lord Krishna and simultaneously to distribute Krishna-
prema to all, irrespective of caste, creed and religion. He is the Highest Munificent 
Form of Godhead. Although He is the Supreme Lord, He takes the Form of a 
devotee to teach others how to love Krishna by practicing Himself. So it is very 
essential to go through His teachings, 'Çikñäñöaka'. A sincere servitor always tries to 
satisfy his object of worship. During Vrajamaëòal parikrama, devotees will go 
through His teachings throughout the month of Kärtik-vratä. A votary, to satisfy 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, should at least practice 
the first and third verses of Çikñäñöaka sincerely from the core of the heart. 
Chaitanya Mahäprabhu has taught in the first verse, mainly seven principal 
attainments or more correctly all attainments while doing Çré Rädhä-Krishna 
sankértan. Sankértan means to perform kértan without tenfold offences; to perform 
kértan completely i.e. to sing His Name, Form, Attributes, Personal Associates, 
Pastimes and also in the company of bona fide çuddha bhaktas. For doing sankértan 
without the tenfold offences, you are to go through the third verse of Çikñäñöakam - 
to be humbler than a blade of grass, more forbearing than a tree, to give respect to all 
thinking that your object of worship is residing in their hearts and not to have the 
desire to get respect from others. Everything depends upon practice; merely by 
speaking we cannot get the desired fruit. We are to examine ourselves whether we 
are actually following the teachings of Chaitanya Mahäprabhu. The actual follower 
will surely get the highest object, Rädhä- Krishna prema. Service means to engage all 
sense-organs (gross and subtle) and all efforts for Guru-Vaishnav-Bhagavän. 
 

sarvopädhi-vinirmuktaà tat-paratvena nirmalam  
håñékeëa håñékeça-sevanaà bhaktir ucyate  
(Chaitanya Charitämåta Madhya 19.170) 

 
One can serve Krishna only after being completely free from mundane egos, gross 
and subtle, and acquiring the knowledge that the aspirant is of Him. 
 
I am aware that GOKUL (Global Organisation of Krishnachaitanya's Universal 
Love) Institution is registered at            . So, it will be good if there be any activity of 
the institution. After taking mantra, it is necessary for the votary to perform the 
devotional forms of hearing and chanting of the glories of Krishna. I have heard that 
you have solemnised the Centennial Function of our gurudev. A report of it should 
be sent here for publication in our monthly magazine, Çré Chaitanya Väëi. 
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We are to submit to the Will of the Supreme Lord, Who is all-good. Whatever is 
done by His Will, is for the benefit of all. By the Lord's desire, I am now confined 
here in India and doctors have advised me not to undertake a hectic tour, but if the 
Supreme Lord Krishna desires, I may have the opportunity to participate in the 
Vrajamaëòal parikrama celebration. 
 
Regarding your job, you should consult with your husband, mother-in-law, and if 
necessary, other experienced people and take decision. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga bless you all. My love to you all.  
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Question to Çréla Gurudev - Can a devotee work in a medicine factory where animal 
products are treated and there is apprehension of bad smell etc? 
 
Animal products in medicines 
 
There is risk of contamination by animal propensity when using such animal product 
drugs. That contamination may spoil our mind whether we take directly or even are 
in contact indirectly. 
 
Previously in India, treatment for all kinds of diseases was done by drugs from herbs 
or trees with very effective results. However due to alien influence in India for 
hundreds of years, there is now a lack of knowledge of different herbs and Ayurvedic 
treatment has diminished. Western type systems of treatment are prevailing now 
which are more inclined to use animal products in the manufacturing of medicines. 
If they can use Ayurvedic medicine it will be better. 
 
We are enslaved jévas. We already have an innate propensity of taking animal 
products. Therefore any further contact with it will be derogatory to spiritual 
upliftment. Even on an Ekädaçé tithi, for a critical illness, medicine containing 
animal product is not allowed to be taken. 
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Conversely, I have seen in newspapers that people in western countries have started 
preferring a vegetarian diet. The number of people taking to vegetarianism is 
increasing as they have started believing that a non-vegetarian diet is the cause of 
many diseases. 
 
Affectionately yours,  
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 

 





 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
PART  VII 

Spreading the Message of Lord Chaitanya 
 
In my opinion it will not be beneficial for our devotional spiritual elevation if we do 

prachär (preaching) for prachär's sake. The purpose of preaching should not be to 
rectify others. All forms of bhajan including kértan should be perfomed for the 
propitiation of Çré Krishna and His devotees. If we can correct ourselves, then 

preaching will be automatic. 
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PART  VIII 

Vaiñëava Vows and Observances 
 

It is only by serving the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, His personal associates and 
devotees that you can pay off your debts to father or mother correctly. 

Service to devotees is actual service to God. 
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Ekädaçé vratä 
 
There are two distinct ways of observing Ekädaçé vratä - çuddha bhakti vichär and 
karmakäëòa (smärta) vichär. Çuddha bhaktas observe Ekädaçé vratä only for the 
satisfaction of Çré Krishna and His devotees and not for any material purpose. 
Karmakäëòis  observe Ekädaçé vratä and other vratas for the fulfilment of mundane 
material interests. Actually Ekädaçé vratä is one of the forms of pure devotional 
practice to attain Krishna prema. In karmakäëòa, temptation of material fruits has 
been given to persuade the encaged ignorant jévas to observe Ekädaçé tithi. This is 
not applicable to çuddha bhaktas. 
 





Purushottam vratä 
 
We shall observe Çré Purushottam vratä from 16th May to 13th June, 1999. We shall 
daily read the glories of Purushottam vratä, from the writing of Çré Bhaktivinode 
Öhäkur, in the morning; daily recite Çré Jagnnäthäñöakam and Chaurägraganya 
Purushäñöakam in the afternoon and perform japam instructed by Kauëòilya Muni:- 
 

goverdhana-dharam vande gopälam goparüpinam 
 gokulotsavameeshänam govindam gopikäpriyam. 

 
In the evening perform deep-dän of pure ghee before Vishnu mandir. At night read 
Brahmastav from Bhägavatam - daçam skanda (Canto 10). 
 





Chaturmäsya vratä 
 
Chaturmäsya vratä is observed by all— karmés, jïänés, yogés and bhaktas— for the 
attainment of their respective ends. It is a kind of penance. But there is difference in 
the mode of sädhana, as the ends of karmés, jïänés, yogés and bhaktas are different. 
The ultimate goal of bhaktas is to get love for Çré Krishna (Krishna prema). 
 
The Supreme Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, our Most Revered Param Gurudev 
and our Most Revered Gurudev, observed Chaturmäsya vratä only to teach us that 
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we should also observe this vratä. Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu observed Chaturmäsya 
vratä at Purushottam dhäm and at the house of Çré Venkat Bhaöö in Ranganath dhäm 
by spending the whole time performing Krishna katha. 
 
Listening to and chanting of the Holy Name, Form, Attributes and Pastimes of Çré 
Krishna should be mainly performed. Along with this we should also observe 
exoteric rules as enjoined in the scriptures as far as practicable. 
 
Gourd (Louki), bean (kidney bean, a long-size bean), brinjal, patal (a kind of 
vegetable), kalmishäk and purnishäk -- two kinds of herbs (leaves of plants) are 
prohibited in the four months of Chaturmäsya. Kalmishak and purnishak are not 
available in your side, so you are not to bother about this. All leaves of plants are 
prohibited in the month of Çrävan, curd is prohibited in the month of Bhädra and 
milk in the month of Ashwin and all kinds of tasteful food prohibited in the month 
of Kärtik. There are other rules also. You are to know these by personal contact. 
 





Navadvépa dhäm parikrama 
 
More than one thousand devotees participated in Çré Navadvépa dhäm parikrama 
celebration, staying at our Maöh as guests. It was a huge thing. So, naturally we were 
all awfully busy in looking into the arrangements of stay and prasäd of guests as well 
as regarding parikrama. We performed parikrama daily on foot and with sankértan 
procession, walking daily four miles, ten miles and one day 17-18 miles. Millions of 
people came to visit the birthplace of Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and the 
places of holy pastimes of Lord Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and His associates. 
 
Circumambulation of the holy abode of the Supreme Lord Çré Hari is one of the 
principal devotional practices of the 64 kinds of devotion as specified by Çré Rüpa 
Goswämé in his book 'Çré Bhakti Rasämrita Sindhu' which include 
circumambulation, recital of hymns, counting over the beads silently and chanting 
of the Holy Name. There is evidence from the Srémad Bhägavatam that the 
renowned devotee, Çré Ambarésh Mahäräj, emperor of the world, employed his feet 
in performing circumambulation of Haridhäm (abode of Çré Hari). 
 
Parikrama (circumambulation) for devotion is to be performed on bare foot. It will 
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be service to the devotees if we can give them comfort in performing parikrama on 
bare foot. Service to devotees is actual service to God. 
 
Çré Mäyäpura and Çré Nabadwép dhäm are not parts of West Bengal or India or a land 
of matter. Nabadwép dhäm or Çré Mäyäpura dhäm has descended. As Çré Gaurahari is 
beyond our comprehension, His dhäm is also beyond our comprehension. By the 
causeless mercy of Çré Gaurahari and Çré Gaura-dhäm, we can have contact with it. 
Therefore Bhaktivinode Öhäkur says "Lord Chaitanya Mahäprabhu, out of 
compassion, appeared in this world with His entourage, transcendental realm, name, 
form etc., to bestow Krishna prema, but he taught us six-fold çaraëägati by which we 
can get His grace." 
 
External development is also necessary for the service of devotees and attraction of 
conditioned souls. To give comforts to the willing participants on parikrama, roads 
can be made smooth; sides of the roads should be grassy; there should be 
arrangement of drinking water at intervals and resting places. Çré Mäyäpura area 
roads, this year, have become dangerous for moving vehicles. Roads became bad due 
to inundation. We should think about a permanent solution. 
 





Vaiñëava rituals 
 
It is good news that you have got a baby boy. Your parents will be happy to have a 
grandson. The first letter of the name should be 'a' or 'l' as per almanac. You can 
name the child Ananta Biswambher, Lalit Mädhav or any other name suitable to you 
after consultation with your parents. A household devotee will do vaiñëava-seva, 
harinäma and Bhägavatam päöh in all holy deeds. To pray for the grace of Bhagavän 
Narasiàha Deva is also good to remove obstacles. You can do vaiñëava-seva at Çré 
Mäyäpura during Nabadwép -dhäm parikrama. You already performed your eleventh 
day ritualistic performance but you should always remember - no ritualistic 
performance is equal to harinäma. The success of all ritualistic performances depends 
on the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna. The best way of propitiating Çré 
Krishna is chanting of the Holy Name, which you can do in all holy performances. 
 
Annapräsan of a daughter should be celebrated either in the 5th month or 7th 
month. In that case, it should be celebrated in the month of Bhädra or Kärtik. 
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Muëòan saàskära (chüräkaraë saàskära) is done in the 1st year, 3rd year or 5th year 
of a child as per family custom. There are fixed dates for performing chüräkaraë 
saàskära of a child every year. As per the almanac, the fixed dates for performing 
chüräkaraë saàskära his year (Bengal Calendar year) were in the month of Vaisakh 
- 25th April and 7th May. But you want to perform muëòan saàskära towards the 
end of September or early October. You are to find out some dates auspicious for 
other rituals and perform the function then. Generally, we do this in case of 
urgency. You should avoid doing the rituals in the month of Bhädra. You are to 
positively perform näma-saìkértana (especially kértana of Çré Narasingh Deva) 
during chüräkaraë saàskära. 
 
You are going to start a new business. Success of any enterprise depends on the 
satisfaction of Çré Krishna. The easiest way of propitiating Çré Krishna is to serve the 
vaiñëavas. Harinäma saìkértan, with allegiance to vaiñëavas, will remove all obstacles. 
You should perform Çré Narasingh-stava kértana. You are to take advice from Çré 
                 regarding formalities of the function, viz. —banana-trees, leaves of mango- 
tree, Maìgal Ghaö (consecrated earthen pitcher), Swastika (holy sign of fylfot) on 
earthen pitcher with Sindür (vermilion) and pure ghee. The pitcher should be filled 
with water, amra-pallav (mango twigs) with five or seven leaves on the pitcher. Over 
that, if possible, one coconut and over that one new napkin, etc. Blowing of the 
conchshell is also sacred. There should be fruits and sweets for bhog and distribution 
as prasäda to all present. 
 
Submission to the Will of the Lord is the only way to get peace. We should not have 
any separate desire. Mundane things are perishable. Attachment to non-eternal 
things will ultimately end in suffering. We should pray for unadulterated one-
pointed devotion and nothing else. Our relation with Çré Krishna is eternal. All 
other relations are apparent and non-real. Çré Krishna is the object of all-love. You 
can love Him as a son. 
 
My love to you all. May All-Merciful Çré Guru and Çré Gauräìga bless you. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
 Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
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Glories of Çré Tulsi 
 
You have expressed the desire in your letter to know about the glory of Çré Tulsi and 
the necessity and efficacy of Tulsi püjä. There are enough scriptural evidences which 
have described elaborately about the glories of Tulsi which cannot be quoted here in 
a letter. The subject has been elaborately dealt with in some issues of Çré Chaitanya-
Väëé monthly magazine. 
 
You will get enough evidences in Skanda Puräëa, Padma Puräëa, Brahma Vaivarta 
Puräëa and other Puräëas regarding glories of Tulsi and advent of Çré Vrinda Devi 
as Holy Tulsi Tree in this world to grace the jévas of this world by bestowing on them 
service of Çré Krishna and Çré Näräyaëa.  
 
Jévas are deprived of the service of Çré Krishna, when they unfortunately become 
averse to Him due to misuse of relative independence. It is narrated in the Brahma 
Vaivarta Puräëa that Vrinda Devi appeared in this world as Tulsi accepting King 
Dharamadhwaj and Madhavi Devi as her parents in Kärtika Purëima tithi as per the 
desire of Çré Krishna and Çrématé  Rädhä Räni. As there was none equal to her in 
beauty, she was named Tulsi. Tulsi performed a lélä (pastime) of severe penance to 
get Näräyaëa as her husband (pati) . She obtained this boon from Çré Brahma. As per 
the desire of Çrématé  Rädhä Räëi, Sudäma gopa appeared in this world as 
Sankhachur dänava, whom Tulsi married first. Sankhachur dänava seized Swarga 
(the abode of the demigods) by his tremendous power. The devatas (demigods) at 
first took shelter of Brahma, then Siva and ultimately Vishëu for their rescue from 
the oppression of Sankhachur dänava. Vishnu Bhagavän appeared, killed 
Sankhachur dänava and fulfilled the desire of Tulsi. Vishnu conferred a boon on 
Tulsi that her body would be Gaëòaké nadi (Gaëòaké River) and her hairs would be 
Tulsi. Vishnu Bhagavän appeared in this world as çälagräma-çilä. 
 
Whatever is done by the will of God is for the eternal benefit of all, as He is All-
Good. E.g cow-dung (stool of cow) & conch-shell (bone of an animal) are considered 
sacred by the will of the Lord. So what difficulty is there in believing Tulsi as the 
holy tree appearing in this world by the will of Supreme Lord Çré Krishna to bestow 
on us His service? There is nothing impossible for God, Who is Omnipotent. God 
can appear in this world in any form He likes, for the eternal good of the enslaved 
jévas, over whom He has got affection. You should perform Tulsi püjä daily. 
 



Affectionately Yours - Divine Letters  
 

 
242 

The glory of Tulsi has been narrated immensely in all scriptures. It has been stated 
in the scriptures that only the most fortunate persons get the opportunity of being 
cremated by Tulsi tree after death. Even if a bough or branch or twig of Tulsi tree is 
offered on the dead body during cremation, the person will get emancipation from 
all sins. But Tulsi branch should be put on the upper portion of the dead body. 
 





Serve the root 
 
I was shocked to receive the news that your most revered father suddenly passed 
away. It will be difficult to fill the vacuum created by his passing. He was like a 
guardian of our Maöh in Assam and it is very difficult to tolerate his separation from 
us. Naturally it will be more difficult for you, your brother, sisters and dear and near 
ones to tolerate this severe grief of separation. Your revered father, grandfather and 
grandmother, are all well known to me and they are a renowned family of Goalpara. 
Your father was a very religious person and your revered mother is also devotionally 
inclined like your father. Their affection for us and the encouragement they gave for 
the support of the institution is immense, at least to me. I have no suitable words to 
give consolation to your revered mother in her bereavement. My class-friend                  
is residing near your house. It is my desire that you should approach him and request 
him to come to your house to console your mother and others. He is also a religious-
minded, wise person. 
 
Actually all relationships in this world are temporary. By the desire of the Supreme 
Lord Çré Krishna, jévas take birth and after living here in this world for some time 
they leave this world. Being infatuated by the Lord's illusory energy of three primal 
qualities, Sattva, Rajaù and Tamaù, we wrongly think all these relations are ours. By 
thinking so, we become attached to them and mourn in separation from them. In the 
Gétä (2.27) it is said, “jätasya hi dhruvo måtyur dhruvaà janma måtasya ca tasmäd 
aparihärye 'rthe na tvaà çocitum arhasi”— 'The person who is born will surely die, 
and after death will be born again to reap the fruits of his actions from previous 
births. The wise do not mourn for that which is inevitable.'  
 
Now how can we serve your father and pay back our debts to him? In Çrémad 
Bhägavatam, the quintessence of all scriptures, Veda Vyäs Muni has said (4.31.14), 
“yathä taror müla-niñecanena tåpyanti tat-skandha-bhujopaçäkhäù präëopahäräc ca 
yathendriyäëäà tathaiva sarvärhaëam acyutejyä”— If we pour water at the root of 



Vaishnava Vows and Observances 
 

 
243 

the tree, the whole of the tree will be nourished; if we give food to the stomach, all 
the limbs of the body will be sustained and maintained; similarly, if we serve the 
Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, Who is 'achyuta', the all Unifying Spiritual Principle, and 
is the root of all, all will actually be served including your father. 
 
You may engage brähmins to perform çräddha (obsequies) for your late father in 
whatever way you prefer according to social custom. But as your father was 
devotionally inclined, it is my desire that, in addition to your çräddha-function, you 
should also hold discourses on Çrémad Bhägavatam with vaiñëavas and arrange for 
näma sankértan at your house for the satisfaction of the departed soul. Also, it is my 
further desire that you should do something for the worship of Çré Guru Gauräìga 
Rädhä-Krishna at Çré Chaitanya Gauòéya Maöh, Paltan Bazar, Guwahati, on that 
auspicious day and make arrangement for distribution of prasäd to devotees. For this 
you may approach Çrémad Bhakti Ranjan Yäcak Mahäräj, Maöh-in-charge, and take 
his advice. I want to contribute to this holy function and shall speak on the phone to 
Çrémad Yäcak Mahäräj. 
 
I also want to publish an article about your revered father in our monthly Bengali 
Journal with photograph. You are to send one good photo and all particulars of his 
holy life. You are to make your mother understand the purport of my writing. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru Gauräìga Çré Rädhä-Krishna bestow eternal peace to the 
departed soul of your revered father and also bless you all. My love to you all. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Greatest grief 
 
We are all shocked to receive the sudden heartrending news of the demise of your 
revered father who had been inspiring us to engage ourselves in the service of Guru, 
Vaiñëava and Bhagavän. We received the news that he passed away in his own house 
in Bhatinda on 17th February, 2008, Sunday, mid-day. 
 

duùkha-madhye kona duùkha haya gurutara? 
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kåñëa-bhakta-viraha vinä duùkha nähi dekhi para 
(Çré Chaitanya Charitämrita, Madhyaléla, 8.248) 

 

'Amongst all kinds of sufferings which suffering is considered very serious? Other 
than separation from a devotee of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, no other grief is so 
painful.' 
 
It is beyond my capacity to write suitable soothing words to give consolation to your 
mother and to you. It is only by serving the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, His personal 
associates and devotees that you can pay off your debts to father or mother correctly. 
 
I want to know something about the history of your father including his parents, 
other relations, his spiritual initiations etc. for our monthly magazine. 
 
May our All-Merciful Çré Çré Guru-Gauranga Rädhä-Krishna bless you all and 
bestow you strength to tolerate the grief of separation. I am so so. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Separation grief 
 
We are all extremely dismayed to receive the heartrending news of our sudden 
separation from your revered father who had dedicated his life completely and 
sincerely to the service of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna and was always giving 
impetus to all for making their valuable human births successful. We heard the news 
of his demise in his own house on 28th April, 2008, Monday at about 9 a.m. 
 

duùkha-madhye kona duùkha haya gurutara? 
kåñëa-bhakta-viraha vinä duùkha nähi dekhi para 
(Çré Chaitanya Charitämrita, Madhyaléla, 8.247 ) 

 
'Amongst all kinds of sufferings which suffering is considered very serious? Other 
than separation from a devotee of the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, no other grief is so 
painful.' 
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It is beyond my capacity to say some soothing words to console the hearts of you and 
your family members. I want to give reference to one important instruction of 
Çrémad Bhägavatam, the quintessence of all scriptures (4.31.14), 'by pouring water on 
the root of a tree, the whole tree is nourished and by giving food to the stomach, all 
parts of the body are nourished. Similarly, by serving Achyuta-ÇréKrishna, all will be 
properly served.' As your revered father served the Supreme Lord Çré Krishna, his 
devotion has paid back his debts to all. So for the Supreme Lord's satisfaction we 
must make arrangements to serve Çré Krishna and His devotees on the proper 
auspicious day which will be decided by the devotees. Çrémad Bhakti Saurabh 
Ächärya Mahäräj or another sannyäsé will serve as priest and will do everything 
properly, including vaiñëava hom. Devotees are to be invited and served. There 
should also be harinäm sankértan and reading of Çrémad Bhägavatam. There should 
also be viraha-utsav and viraha-sabha, where sädhus will speak about the glory of your 
revered father. I shall also do viraha-mahotsav as well as viraha-sabha here in Kolkata 
Maöh. 
 
May All-Merciful Çré Guru-Gauräìga and Çré Krishna bless you and bestow you 
strength to tolerate your grief of separation. 
 
Further I am inspired to repeat a divine message of a renowned saint of North-India 
in Hindi, which you must have heard:- 
 

kåñëa-näm tü bhajale manavä, bhavasägara tara jäyegä 
 jo nä tüne bhajan kiyä to phira päche pachatäyegä 

 
(O mind, just worship the divine Name of Krishna and you will cross the ocean of 
birth and death. If you don't worship now, then you will repent later.) 
 

kyä lekar tü äyä jagata meì, kyä lekar tü jäyegä 
muööhi bändhe äyä jagat meì, hath pasäre jäyegä 

 
(What have you brought here and what will you take with you? You came here with 
a closed hand, and you will go with an open palm. ) 
 

dhan daulat aur mäl khajänä, saìg nahin kuch jänä hai 
is duniyä se ristä terä, ek din sab chuöa jänä hai 

 



Affectionately Yours - Divine Letters  
 

 
246 

(Money, wealth or any treasure, nothing will go with you. All your relations in this 
world will be left behind one day. ) 
 

do din yahän paòä hai mürakh, phir säche ghar jäyegä 
 jo nä tüne bhajan kiyä to, phir päche pachatäyegä 

 
(O fool, you are here only for a day, or two, after which you have to go to the abode 
of the Lord of death. If you don't worship now, then you will repent later.) 
 

manuñya colä päyä hai to, harinäm kä jap karo 
caraëa-bhakti prabhu mujhko dekar, merä bhé uddhär karo 

 
(Since you have received this human birth, you should chant the Holy Name, 
praying thus: “O Lord, Please give me devotion at Your Lotus feet and rescue me 
thus.”) 
 

mäyä moh ko choòkar mürakh, tu üpar uöh jäyegä 
kåñëa-nam tü bhajale manavä, bhavasägar tar jäyegä 

 
(O fool, leaving all your material entanglements, you should rise above. O mind, just 
take the divine Name of Krishna, and you will cross over the ocean of birth and 
death. ) 
 
Affectionately yours, 
 Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 





Exclusive necessity of devotion 
 
I hope by the grace of Çré Guru and Gauräìga that you are all in good health and 
spirit. 
 
You are aware that two persons have taken initiation at            by your 
recommendation. One of them is an aged woman devotee. You are well versed in the 
devotional conclusive thoughts of Çré Chaitanya Mahäprabhu and you can make her 
understand correctly in your language. It is learnt from her letter that she came to 
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our Maöh at Vrindävan and met me, but because of my heavy engagements, I cannot 
remember her meeting me. Another devotee from              took few books from me 
and after returning to             , offered those books to her. She has expressed her 
desire to do something for propagating the teachings of çuddha bhakti if she gets 
some impetus and help for this. I think you have some of our printed books with you, 
which can be offered to her. 
 
As per the injunction of the scriptures, no female devotee should be invested with 
sacred thread in which hom (offering ghee to fire) is performed. Only competent 
male members can get investment of sacred thread as per direction of guru, but that 
is not exclusively necessary for bhajan. Chanting of the Holy Name is the only way 
to get the highest objective -- Krishna prema in Kaliyuga, the black age. We can give 
the illustration of the holy biography and teachings of Namächärya Haridas Öhäkur. 
I have heard from our guruvarg that Vaishnavism has got some similarity with the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. It is important to practice pure devotion in the company of 
a pure devotee. 'Example is better than precept'. 
 
Accept my daëòavat praëäm. 
 
Affectionately yours, 
Bhakti Ballabh Tirtha 
 



 


